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Coalition to develop fuel cell
offers opportunity for state
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Make your voice heard at
School Start Time forum

In his State of the State specch last weck, Gov.
John Engler talked glowingly about making
Michigan the center for research and develap-
mont of clean-burning hydrogen fuel cells to
power cars,

He was rcaponding to o growing consensus in
the auto industry that fuel cell powertrains real-
iy are the wave of the future. A major develop-

K mont was U.S.
Energy Socre-
tary Spencer
Abraham's
announcemont
three wecks agoe
of the Freedom
Cooperative
Automotive
Resenrch (Freo-
dom CAR), a
public-private
group linking
the government,
the auto compa-
nies and the
U.S, Council on
Automotive
Research  to

Phil Power work in develop-
Co ing affordable
©o. hydrogon-based
. fuel cell technology.

- “Michigan's stake in the transformation of the
auto industry cannot be overstated,” said Engler.
“The coming transformation means a new gener-
1 ation of vehicles. The new vehicles will require a
new generation of engineers to design them, a
1 new generation of plants to assemble them, and
o new generation of workers to build them.”

Engler's right. The stakes for Michigan are
very, very big, espocially when you realize that
there are 10 engine plants and five transmission
plants in Michigan employing same 27,000 peo-
ple — all based on gasoline-fueled internal com-
bustion engine pawertrains that might well
become obsolete in g, decade.

“You can't just gssume that Michigan will
bacome a leader in fuel cell technology,” snya
Michigan Economic Development Cooperation

CEO Doug Rothwaell. “Although Michi is

ital created by thess two early industries formed
the economic underpinnings for the development
of our suto industry in the carly part of the 20th
century.

Sinco then, economic policy makers have been
searching for the next big industry to power the
state’s economic progress.

A leading candidate — biotechnology —
emerged over the past decade. Stimulated by the
MEDC, supported by Gov. Engler and financed
by money from the national tobacco settlement,
the state has poured some $60 million per year
into the “Life Sciences Corridor,” running from
Detroit through Ann Arbor and Eaat Lansing to
Grand Rapids. The University of Michi for

if you have a
teenager in your
home, the chances
are pretty good
that you have a
hard time getting
your child to wake
up in the morning,
particularly on
schoa! days when
your child hus to be
in schoo! by about 7:30 o.m. Chances are also good
that even though the wake-up call is early, your
child goes to sleep fairly late at night. Therc's a
scirr_:nliﬁc reagon behind that night owl of yours.

Phll Neuman

cxample, is in the middle of building a $200 mile
lion Life Seicncea Conter on the central campus,
while the city of Ann Arbor just granted a tax

b t to pt ical giant

The stakes for Michigan are very, very
blg, especially when you reailze that
there are 10 engine plants and five
transmission piants employlng some
27,000 people — all based on ...
powaertrains that might be obsolete in
a decade.
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The Transportation Subcommittee is responsi-
ble for examining the transportation issues that
are so critical to the determination of whether it ia
possible to change school start times in light of
tho district's existing transportation system and
resources. This subcommittee has suggested two
proposala for changing high school start times.

It should be emphasized that theso are just pro-
pasals - nothing is set in stone, and there arc
other possibilities being explored. One proposal
would have the high schools all start at 8:30 a.m.,
while the middle schools would continue their cur-
rent 7:40 n.m. start time, and nine clementary  ;
schoals would begin at 8:03 o.m. (which is the cur-,
rent earliest starting time for elementary schools);
while four others would begin at 8:52 a.m.

p/
rhythms associated with adolescence. Scientific
studies have shown that the changes in a teenag-
er's sleep ibute to ive sleepi-
ness that has a negative impnct on the adoles-
cent's daytime functioning.

Research indicates that when people get more
sleep they arc more alert for listening, test taking,
rending and class participation. More slecp boosts

This proposn] carries a price tag of about :
$640,000.00 in the first year of the change and .-
abaut $260,000.00 each additional year, Another ©
proposal would have the high schools all start at
9:00 a.m., tho middle schools continue at 7:40 a.m.
and three tiers of elementary school start times,
with nine schools starting at 8:03 a.m., three K
schools starting at 8:20 a.m. and one scheol start-;;
ing at 8:62 a.m.

thel system, improving health, d
illness and increasing attendance. Alert teenage
drivers get into fewer ear accid d are

‘This proposal carries a price tag of about oy
$400,000 the first year and about $170,000 each -

more able to cope with emotional stress and expe-
rience less depression when they have more sleep.
In short, there are a lot of benefits to giving

Pfizer to expand greatly {ta rescarch labs,

Skeptics queation whether trying to graft an
entire biotech industry onto a relatively limited
existing base of company and infrastructure sup-
port will really work.

That's one of the great advantages of an eco-
nomic strategy based on fuel cells for automo-
biles: Wo're not starting from scratch. Michigan
already has a whale of a lot of autamotive akill,
experience and institutionnl momentum in the
industry, and extending ail that into & new kind
sf powertrain technology seems a logical thing to

o,

This suggests a two-pronged fuel cell strategy
for Michigan. Offensively, the idea is to build —

ly, firmly, i dintely — on our techno-

plainly the center of the American auto industry,
" we don't necessarily have inherent strengtha in
fuel cell technology. This means we've got to be
proactive,”
Englor is
the next couple of months to make dotailed pro-

|
d to propose a detailed plan in
. posala about how to make Michigan the center
|

for fuel cell résearch and development.
. Alook nt Michiggi's economic history provides
.{ some context for ell this. In ‘tha'mﬂ_l century, the

logical and manufacturing strengths in the auto
industry. Defensively, the goel is to get so far
ehead that nobody else can catch up.

It's an exciting prospect. I'm looking forward to
sceing the Governor’s proposals as a centerpiece
for building a big coalition — auto companies,
the supply chain, organized labor, the universi-
ties — to help Michigan's future.

'_Phll Power is chairman of HomeTown

* first two wayes of ¢ ) cen-
tored on extracting natural resources, first

F‘ exploiting the copper and iron ore deposits in the
Upper Peninsula and next cutting the vast
forests of the northern part of the state. The cap-
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s the opportunity to get more sleep.
A group of concerned parents, students and
teachers, led by Dr. C. Robert 1d, S i

] year. I am honored to be the chairper- .
son of the Cy ity O h Sub i .
Our sut ittee is ible for i the,
community about the work of the Committec and ,
soliciting feedback from all of the stakeholders

tendent of Farmingtan Public Schoots, has formed
the School Start Time Committee to study the
possibility of changing school start times for
Farmington Public Schools no earlier than the
2003-2004 school year. The Committee is chaired
by Michelle Harris, a teacher at Harrison High
School. Michelle has observed first-hand the
effects of sleep deprivation of students in her carly
morning classes.

ere are several sub-committees tackling vari-
ous aspects of the study, The Teaching and Learn-
ing Suk ittec was nsked to d ineifa
later start time for teen-nge atudents would bene-
fit the teaching and learning experience in Farm-
ington Public Schools, Based on the available

h, this sub ittee 1 ds that
kk:igh school start times be chonged by at Jeast one
our,

The Co-Curricular Subcommittee has the task
of contacting other school districts, sponsors of
after-schoal activities and employers to determine
their needs and whether it is feasible to change
school start times. On the whole, it appears that
adjustments can be made succesafully with other
districts in regards to sports schedules. Other

before a final recommendation is made to the ,
Farmi Board of Ed That's where you',
come in. )

The C ity Outreach Sut ittee is ‘
hosting a Town Hall meeting at 7 p.m, Thursday, .
Feb. 28, at the William Costick Center, Like "
Uncle Sam said many years ago, “We Need Youll”.,
1t is so important for ua to hear what members of ;
the ity think about changing school start
times. This is your opportunity to learn more
about the possibility of a change and to tell us
your point of view.

The School Start Time Committee has made a
great deal of progress in exploring all of the issues
surrounding changing school start times. I believe
that this momentum should not be allowed to fal-..
ter. Once we have heard from the community and |
explored the options, the Committee will be in a
position to make a recommendation to the Board
of Education. "

1 hope you will take the time to attend the Town,
Hall meeting, become informed on this very .
important issue. Your sleepy kids deserve it! )

- Phil Neuman is an active Farmington
Public Schools parent and former “

didate for school board, who currently:

nctivities are being reviewed to determine if they

that ownas thiz newspaper. He welcomes your
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower®d
homecomm.net.
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THE LAST TIME YOUR MONTHLY
PAYMENTS WERE THIS LOW,
ROCK HAD JUST STARTED ROLLING.

Third Equity FlexLine:

Borrow $10,000 for just...

a month*

Call 1'2388-719‘7-5353, stop by your nearest Fifth Third Banking Center
or apply online at www.53.com.

Fifth Third Bank

Working Hard To [ie The Only Bank You'll Bver Need?
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can the change,

serves on the district’s School Start Ti
Committec. . !
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