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TRAVEL

2 Wright homes are spectacular

BY ANNETTR KINGSBURY
STAF? WRITER
akingsbury@oo.homecomm.net

When you ask an artist to
build you s house, you can prob- .
ably expect n fow quirks and a
fow arguments ovor which takes
precedenco, artiatic vision or liv-
ability.

. And when the artist was archi-
tect Frank Lloyd Wright, clients
didn't win those argumenta very
often. If two Punnsylvanin
homes are any clue, clients
might not have expected much of
a kitchen, spacious bedrooms or
convonient storage space. Thoy
could expect to pour a fortune
into the matorials, a few atruc-

If you go...

Qatting there: Fallingwater and Kentuck Knob a@e about 1.5
hours southeast of Pittsburgh. Both are open to the public dally

Aprll through

and less
are strongly sugdested {required In winter). H
nformation: Coll Kentuek Knob at (724) 329-1901 or Fallingwa-

In winter. R

Wright situated both houses so
that you can begin to appreciate
his work even before you set foot
inside. Long, tree-lined, sloping
appronches deliberately bring
the visitor in slowly, tho better
to build the excitement and

iation for the master,

I
ter at (724) 329-8501 for { of more or vislt
WAW, org and com, :
Their son, Edgar Jr., donated it  eritics havo said that Wright was  Both

to the Conservancy aftor their
deaths.
d the

just 8o far ahend of his time that
tho technology just wasn't thero

Falling: is id
realization of Wright's dream of
building n house whero man
would live entirely in harmony
with his natural surroundings,
rnther than nltering lthe sur-

tural pr d a home
unliko anyplace else on earth.

In tho countryside of western
Ponnsylvania, just seven miles
apart, fans of tho lato (1867—
1959) icon of American architee-
ture can tour two homes croated
at very different timea in
Wright's long carcer. Fallingwa-
tor, located in Mill Run and com-
pleted during the Depresaion
when Wright had littlo work, has
been owned since 1983 by the
Wostern Pennsylvania Land
Conservancy. Kentuck Knob,
completed in 1966 in Chalk Hill,

_has been owned since 19686 by

Lord Peter Palumbo, an English
busincasman and art dealer.
Both houses are built into hill-
sides back into the woods with
spectacular views, Touring them

~ invites tho question: What must

it have been like to live here? It's
a pleasant question to consider,

Follingwater was created as n
weekend retrent for Pittsburgh
department store magnate
Edgar Knufmann and his wife
Liliane.

him,
p 3

Edgar Ki

yotto this geniua,
Even if you accopt that it's
technically finwed, Fallingwater
is stunning, Wright himself said
of it, “You listen to Fallingwater
tho way you listen to the quiet of
the country.”
k Knob was built near-

ann Sr, di

the site while horscback-riding
and ssked Wright to build a
house that would allow the fami-
ly a view of tho waterfall.
Instead, Wright built tho house
over the waterfal), including o
suspended staircase that
doscends to the water vie a
*hatch” window, as well as sever-
al cantilevered “ledges” that
thrust you out into tho trees.

Back story
The atory goca that Wright vis-
designed tho

ly 20 years later, near the end of
Wright'a long career, It was built
for Bornardine and Isnac New-
ton Hagoen, who owned a dairy
business in nearby Uniontown
and were secking o rotrent from
city life. .

*I went, I saw ond I was con-
querad,” Palumbo said of his
firat sight of Kentuck Knoh.
homes also havo in com-
mon their uso of natural materi-
als, quarried on site, and
Wright's ability to bring thoe out-
doors in through low sight lines
and extensive windows. Both
nlso employ narrow passngeways
and small kitchens and bed-
rooms. (At Kentuck Knob, beds
had to be installed beforo the
master bedroom was completed,
it's that tight.)

Though he considered overy
detail, including furnishings,
Wright concentrated the pizzazz
into the common spaces, such as
living rooms, and extoriors,

For lovers of great homes, vis-

Hagen had busi
tions with Koufmann and visited
Fallingwater when it was still a
private residence. Thase visits
led him and his wife to ask

"Wright to build them a house,

butona 91unh more modest bud-

ited the site, then
house —literally— to 8it upon
five hugo houlders, left where
they were found, Tho boulders

‘provide the support that allows

for a three-story glass corner
wall and a house that still scems
to hover above the stream. The
house was flooded in 1956 but
survived structurally intact.

It's an cngincering marvel
stacked over five levels that,
though considered Wright's mas-
terpicce, has been controversinl
right from the
beginning. Wright
and  Knufmann
traded insults over
the amount of rein-
forcing required for

get, initially contact-
ed Wright for the Hagens, and
Kentuck Knob is sometimes
referred to as a child of Falling-
water. - .

Kentuck Knob's living spaces
are oll on one fioor and of a
much more human scale than
Fallingwater, though it's con-
structed in & hexagonal rather
than square form, creating mony
oddly shaped rooms. Wright con-
sidered the house the “deluxe”
model of his budget-conscioua
‘Usonian homes, homes designed
for middle-class Americans, It's
small but jewel-like, with all the
interiors in red cypress.

Here again there were struc-
tural di Wright was

the cantilevered
cancrete “trays.”
The trays have
been plagued with
cracking and sag-
ging, but latter-dny

J=DF

asid to bo furious when he was
told by a workman on the site
that he hadn't incorporated
enough support for the asymmet.
rical roof. But he ngreed to the
change.

iting Falling and Kentuck
Knob I8 inspiring. You'll never
look st your own surroundings
the same way again.

Becausa of the number of lev-
cls it occupies, Fallingwater is
not handicap accessible., It
includes a lot of steps and visi-
tors are advised to wear comfort-
able shoes. It's alao a bit of &
hike from the entrance to the g
house, ond can be crowded. An A
on-site visitors center, including
a lunch room and gift shop, pro-
vides a few amenitics,

Falling water: Though five stories tall with an cven
taller central chimney, Fallingwater has a decidedly

horizontal feel. This is the view from downstream.

400"

Don't let home improvements
take a major bite out of your
budget. A Standard Federal
Bank Home Equity Loan
glves you one of the best
rates around, plus you pay no closing costs®
and your interest may be tax deductibler

“T7e APR s btwed on tha Prime
medistey

e oo e

And it comes with a bullt-in bonus: A $50
Gift Card for The Home Depot* when you
make a draw at dosing of $10000 or more!™
So nail down a great rate and more, Visit
any Standard Federal locatton or call
1-877-732-8240. Standard Bank.
Anew way toget there™
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