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his high achool coach, Greg Hud-'
kins, aluag with his parents
Sharen and John.

*I think there was a point in
timo when hie was going to go to
Michigan State,” Hudkins said.
“We had n few heart-to-heart
talks and I think he wanted
more input than what we want-
ed to give him.

“But I thought he handled
himaelf well through all of this,
It was a good expericnce and
everybody we dealt with was
pretty professionnl.”

The recruiting process, howev-
er, began to wear on Shaw dur-
ing the month of December and
shortly after Clarencoville lost
48-0 to Jacksen Lumen Christi
in the state finals at the Pontinc
Silverdome. .

Besides the conclics, Hudkins
said ag many as eight recruiting
services continued to mako calla
to Shaw's hoping to learn about
his intentions.

“Befure Christmas break I was
getting irritable and I found
myself being ride on the phone,
it was kind of crazy and you can
only take the attention for
awhile,” snid Shaw, who was
also starting basketbnll season
at the time. “It helped when I
went to Florida for Christmas
bLreak, I was able to get away,
relox and just chill out.”

Shaw visited his three finalists
this nonth ~ Penn State, Michi-
gan and MSU. AH threo schools

indicated they would give the
Divigion III 100-meter sprint
champion a look first at tailback,

Penn State also may have had
advantage of having first-year
lincbackera conch Ron Vandor-
linden on stafl, The former Col-
orado and Northwestern assis-
tant, who Inter became the head
coach for four seasons at Mary-
land, is a Livonia native.

Both Vanderlinden and Pater-
no visited Clarencoville on Jan,
21 whero they made an official
homo visit.

*Coach Vanderlinden is a
graat guy, I really like him a
lot,” said Shaw, who rushed for
2,620 yards, scored 200 points
and scored 48 touchdowns this
season,

Talk of Paterno's age (75) and
two straight losing seasons at
Penn State didn't faze Shaw at
all. Or did geing away from
home, where he'll be apart for
the first time from his twin
brothers Androw and Pete, both
juniors this scason on the
Clarenceville football team.

“The guy (Paterno) walks six
miles a day,” Shaw said. "I'm
taking a tour of the campus in a
car and ho's walking, He's in
great shape,

*Sure, I'll miss my mom’s cook-
ing, my brothers and my family.
Maybe it will be good for me. Six
hours away is not too bad.”

Where Penn State's recruiting
clnss ranks will enly be left up to
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the recruiting gurus.

Penn State haa alse received o
commitment from 6.3, 256-
pound Edward Johnson, a defen.
sive tackle/linebacker from
Detroit  Crockett, whom
Clarenceville met in the regional
semifinal,

Penn State also has commit-
ments from a pair of top 100
offensive linemen — Mark Far-
ria, 6-6, 285 from North Mills
(Pittsburgh, Pa.) and Brion Bor-
goyn, 6-5, 275 (Woodland Hills,
Pa.).

Detroit Free Press Best of the
Midwest top 20 selection J.R.
Zwlerzynski of Joliet (111.)
Catholic, a linebacker/running
back, is alse headed to Penn
State. Piqua (Chio) defensive
tackle Quinn Pitcock, n 6-4, 285-
pound, another Best of the Mid-
west top 20 pick, was also con-
sidering Penn State, Notre
Dame and Ohio State,

Penn State has one Michigan
player on its current roster,
Anthony Adama, a dofensive
tackle from Detroit King.

Among Michigan natives who
have played for the Nittany
Lions are lincbacker Keith
Karpinski (Warren DeLaSalle)
and wide receiver Freddie Scott,
Jr. (Detroit Country Day).

and half court,” Negoshian snid.
“We've been doing it all yenr.
Because of our lnck of height, we
have to une that to our advan-
tage. Some nighta it works,
sometimes it doesn't.”

North's acheme worked for the
most part.

The Raiders-took a 16-9 first-
quarter lead thanks to Higgins'
half-court, banker buzzer-beater.

North then led by as many as
16 late in the first half, 36-20,
following Higgins' three-pointer
with 36 seconds leR.

“He got cut three straight
years; so, basically, he's like a
freashman, but he's playing pret-
ty well for us right now,”
Negoshinn said.

North was abie to withstand a
19-8 run ns the Spnrtana got hot
by hitting nine of 14 shots from
the floor.

Stevennon pulled to within
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three, 44-41, with 30 seconds left
in the third quarter on Chris
Severson's basket.

But the Raiders answered by
outscoring Stevenson 14-2 dur-
ing the first 4:24 of the decisive
fourth quarter to take a 58-43
advantage and seal the win.

“To their credit, (the Raidera)
shot the ball exceptionally well,”
Dyer said. “They spread the floor
and they kopt playing. They
never stopped making tough
shots, Some were off balance and
some off the glasa,

“They kept us down. Give
them credit. We knew what to
expect, but they just played bet-
ter.”

Stevenson made 22 of 44 shots
(60 percent) from the floor com-
pared with North's 25 of 61 (40.9
pereent).

North, however, enjoyed a
wide margin in three-point shots

made beyond the arc, 9-3.

And the Raiders, with the
steady Neal ot the point, turned
the ball over just 11 times, while
Stevenson had 12 of its 19 errors
in the first half.

“It was n combination of
unforced, some forced turnovers
and bad decisions,” Dyer said.
“With their style of play, that
will eventually happen.

“We caught up to them, but
then it was your typical run-out-
of-gas type of thing.”

Senior guard Matt Bartnick
was Stevenson's leading scorer
with 17 peinta, Junior center
Brandon Chitwooed and Sever-
son, a senior forward, added 10
each. Lindon Iveznj contributed
eight.

Tickets are 825, S20, $18, 813, $8 and are avallable at the Jos Louls Arona box office,

allTRSXaRIFTer nnﬂ-u,

by onto

In Troy [with no service chargel,
or charge hy phone.

248-645-6666

Groat group rainy are available hy calling 313-396-7911
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Enter to win Detroit Red Wings Tickets

Check Today's Classifieds Section
to See How You Can Enter to Win!
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BOYS BEST SWIM TIMES

200-YARD MEDLEY RELAY
{einte cuts ~ A1 1:43.09; B:
Redford Cathohc Centrsl 1:40.50
Piymouth Sslem 1:41.69
Plymouth Canton 1:44.30
Norh Fi on 1:47.46
Livonia Churchill 1:48.62
2004 FRI

(otats =vu
Eric Lyno (Saler
Hick Markou meclom CC)
M3t Wisniowsal (Canton) 1:47. 51
Ben Duialo {Salem) 1:49.30
Brott Mecanis {Redford CC) 1:50.75
Ryan Ahem {Canton) 1:51.69
108 Le (Canton) 1:52.20
Andy Grant (Churchill) 1:53.06
fick Dizon (Salem) 1:
Yunel Una (Canton) 1:53.95

200-YARD INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY

{stste cuts - A: 2:00.99; 8: 2:11 59)
E1lc Lynn (Sniem) 1:29.34
Andrew Carfin (Redford CC3 2:03.17
Rob Cyrek (Redtard CC) 2:04.23
Mike Kruszewshl {Redford CC) 2:07.04
Ben Duisio (Sslom) 2:07.06
Jos Le (Canton) 2:09.99
Jos0n Bank (N. Faamington) 2:10.40
@rian Cleyson (N, Farmington) 2:10.55
M. Bochrouche (M. Farmington) 2:12.51
Brad Baron {Churchitl) 2:12,17

ESTVLE
{state cuts - A: 22.6%; b: 23.69)

Brett Meconls {Redtord CC} 22.15

Matt Wisnlewski (Clnlnn] : 64

Mixe fohnson (Salem) 2.

Bryant Stesta (Roctord cc» 2: 83

o0 L6 (Canton; 22.93

Kevin Ryan (Recford CC) 23.03

Hick Markou (Rectord €C) 23.25

Drad Nuson (Canton) 23.40

Mari Benivogna {Farm, Unitid) 23.60

Aob Cyrok (Redford €C) 23.75

DiviNG
Jos Rohde (Redford CC) 230,80
Kan Stafford (Stevuazon) 202,15
Tylet Flood (Reatord CC) 202,60
Ron Hoppe (Recford Union) 181.85
Brad Sokolowski (Salem) 176.20
Kyle Mullen (Redford Unioa) 159,55
Nick Riley (Redtord CC} 159.45
Hevin Cafarell (Canton) 158.78
Steve tijsncryk (Canton) 155,70
Rysn Compbeti (Redford CC) 153,70
100-YARD Y

{slate cuts - Az BEAY; 8: 68.99)
@att Meconia (Redtord €C) 52,24
Bryant Steele (Recford CC) 52,62
Bon Dz
Matt Wis,
Yuhel Uno (Canton) 56.43
Rob Cyrek (Redford CC) 57.31
Brad Baron (Churchlll) 57.02
Juntn Gold John Glenn) 57.83
M. Bachroucha (N. farmington) 58.76
Ancy Grent (Chwirchiil) 59.00

100-YARD

FREESTYVLE
(state cuts ~ A: 49.49; B: 8L.99)

Dratt Meconis (Redford CC) 48.75

Matt Winniowski (Canlon} 48,88
Bryont Steole (Redtord CC) 49.43
Nick Markou (Redtord CC) 48.70
1oa Le (Canton) 50,12

Mika Jonnson {Sasem) 50.34
Fob Cyrak (Redford CC) 50.83
Brad Nilson (Canton) 51,06
Kevin Ryan (Redford CC) 33.38
Zach Fellrath (Redtord CC) 31.75

0 FR

(etste cuts - A: 4:58.99; D: 5:17.99)
Nick Markou (Redford CC) 4:58.39
Hick Dixon (Salem) 5:05.23
Pl Haaganiemi {Faem, Unified) 5:10.55
Tim Ryan (Redford CC) 5:14.48
Jason Banh (N. Farminglon) 5:14.60
Andy Grant {Churchill} 5:18.01

Jeft Mataya (N. Farminglon) 5:15.80
Ryan Ahem (Canton) 6:18.99
Senidt Alvid 31, Tammingion) 5:18.30
Andrew Cariin (Redford GCJ 8. ll.l!
200-YARD
(state culs - A: 1:3109; l! uuu
Rediord cmuuc,cwu 1:2297

oxt
(state cuts ~ A: 58.59; B: 1:00.88)

Eric Lynn {Salem) 53,865

Zach Falirath (Reotord CC) 55.33

Bred Nilson (Canton) 56,29

Nick Markoy (Redford CC) 87.79

Brisn Clayson (N, Farmington) 58.91

Kyle Chambedin (Famm, Unified) 1:00.00

Chiis Webber (Wayne) 1:00.25

Hike Kruszewskd (Redford CC) 1:00.53

John Farmond (Camon) 1:01.59

Ryso Ahern (Canton) 1:02.22

200-YARD BREAST

STROKE
(state cuts - A: 1:02.9%; B: 1:07.59)
Mike Kruszewsh) {Hedford CC) 1:04,47
Matt Newman (. Fermingion) 1:05.72
Matt Showalter (Ssiem) 1:08.18
Andrew Carin (Redtord CC) 1:06.36
Rob Cyrek (Redford CC) 1:08.67
Oennis Speck (Canton) 1:06.80
Josh Raub (Wiyne) 1:07.05
Hnan Clayson (N. Farmingion) 1:07.44
Jeft Andonian (Redford CC} 1:07.92
Ardirew Drannen (Wayne) 1:08.41
400.YARD FREESTYLE RELAY
(state cuts - A: 3:23.39; B: 3:38.9%)
Redford Catholic Cantrsd 2:18.57

‘Wayne Memorial 3:34.17
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was set on MSU; howevér, he
accepted their invitation in late
January to make a visit to
Athens, Ga.

The Bulldoga learned of
Shebaj and his ability when he
attended their football camp last
summer with Harrison team-
mate Terrill Mayberry.

“Georgia hos been talking to
me the whole summer,” Shabaj
said. “The camp there was a lot
of fun, It was a great time; now
it's time for n decision, and this
decision could be my whole life,
not just college. If I go to Geor-
gia, I could end up living in
Georgia.

“They knew I was committed
(to MSU), but they never
pushed. They asked if I would
like to come to Georgia. When [
visited I loved it; the weather
was nice, and the kids were
groat.” .

Shabaj said he wasn't having
second thoughts about MSU, but
he realized how much ha liked

Georgia, too.

“When they asked me to take n
vigit, I thought it would be noth-
ing,” he said. “I thought ‘Michi-
gan State is better.' It's o whole
different style, Everything is lnid
back and easy going.

“ARter 1 got to see Georgin, I
really enjoyed it. It made me
think I need to open my mind
and look at the big picture and
realize there’s more out there
than just one school.”

MSU also has commitments
from Flint Northern receiver
Matt Trannon (6-7, 210} and
West Bloomfield's Kyle Brown
{6-1, 185), who could be a run-
ning back or defensive back.

Harrison quarterback Drew
Stanton also is committed to
MSU, and Shabaj is a longtime
friend of MSU freshman lineman
Gordon Niebyleki, who played at
Brother Rice.

The plus for Georgin is its
warm weather and the potential
to throw the ball more, Shabaj

said. At MSU he would be closer
to home, cnabling his family and
friends to better follow hu
career.

“It could come down to
Wednesday,” Shabaj said. “This
weekend I'm going to State to
look things over again.

“I'm waiting for something to
kick me, like ‘Oh, my ged, this
school is the one.’ I love both
schools; both have great coaches.

“I'm just waiting for the right
moment. I'm not sure what it is;
I'm just waiting, It wan a good
idea to look around and sce what
else is out there. Now I have to
make an important decision.

“Whatever decision I make, I
know it will be the right one,
because it will come from the
heart.”

Mayberry, a wide
receiver/defensive back, is
expected to sign with Bowling
Green (Ohio) and Harrison tight
end/defensive back Dave Con-
deni with Central Michigan.
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AND THE PISTONS ?

DON’'T MISS ALLEN IVERSON
AND THE PHILADELPHIA 76ERS’
ONLY REGULAR SEASON APPEARANCE
THIS TUESDAY AT 7:30 PM

First 3,000 fans 14 & under receive a
Zeljko Rebraca Growth Chart Poster
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