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Consumers want energy efficient appliances

have written many articlea and that shows a
spoken many times about the APPLIANCE new trend,
shopping habits of Americans DOCTOR Consumers
when it comes to major home now rank
applinnces. It was only a year ago energy offi-

when you read about the project-
ed cost of a new washing machine
reaching $800 plus. It's beginning
to hnppen, and with the new
technology will come even higher
prices.

The $289 washer will soon
become a thing of the past, and
those who will benefit from this
hnppening are the gervice techni-
cinng who repair them. At lenst
for a while, many homcowners
will opt to have their appliances
fixed rather than shopping for a
current, expensive model.

- Paying tho lowest poasible price
Tias always been the norm for the
majority of consumers, but there's
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Primen asked
about factors

ligence eompn;ly.

In its study Attitudes and
Behaviors of Residential Con-
sunters about Energy Efficiency,

ciency us the
most impor-
tant factor in
ghopping for
new  heme
appliances,
according to a
study by
Mndison, Wis.
based Primen,
‘an onergy
market-intel-
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Ke

edge of encrgy issues. Consumers
in four U.S. geographic regions
and California were asked to
rank the impact of purchnsing
decisions on the following factors
-~ fuel choice (nntural gns/electrice
ity), price, energy efficiency,
brand name, product features,
. availability and appearance,

The key finding indicates ener-
gy efficiency has replnced price as
the top applinnce purchasing con-
sideration in the US, A majority
of LS. houscholds now plan to
make an extra effort to buy encr-
gy-officient applinnces in the
futurenccording to the study.

Three-fourths of consumers
said energy efficiency wos a very

making future purchnsing deci-
sions.

The survey nlso showed that
consumer nttitudes have been
shaped by cnmpnigns aimed at
raising nwareness of energy offi-
ciency such as the U.S. Energy
Star labeling program.

Neatly 56 percent of consumers
report they have seen efficiency-
related ndvertising. Roughly one-
quarter of the respondents snid
they would bo willing to pny more
(15 to 25 percent above the stan-
dard price)or higher efficioney
applinnees,

1t is the opinion of this lonely
voice that this new trend toward
energy efficiel will equate to

important factor in purct

applinnces during the past year.
About 84 percent said they antici-
pate that energy efficiency will be
a very important considerntion in
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Senked by KAST « Cherry Hill « Bergstrom’s

Sponsored By WJR

AM 760 Radio, The Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, Building Industry Association and
Mathison Supply of Livonia, Garden City and Canton.

the original shopping habit of
price being most important. |
hope to see one day the trend
move to the most imporiant area

American
Blind and Wallpaper Faclory -

Foctory Showroom Oullel;
Plymouth ¢ Sterling Reighty

7!

SAVE 20% 10 B5% OfFvor ON ALL 15T

ALY NAME BRAND BUNDS & WALLPAPER
e, Wvery, V5 l!g?{
g Amncn B zes G mglhye
REW COMPUTERIZED WALLPAPER SEARCHES
sy 50 s Iy e u e
o hep you £d B sy Now SUPR VALLE ViRULPAPER
5299 SUPER VALUEIN

ees STOCK WALLPAPER

NO PAYMENT FOR 90 DAYS fuassceus

car... 1-800-442-3919

or visil.. swwav.decoratetoday.com

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS swmmmmmem
Piyouth Showroorm b Located ot 903 1L Sheldon AL
Striog it Showroom b Located o 6413 16-972 Wk A
Ca for ceections o erher Fackry Sheavoom 0.0eL.

"PUUS WOW TARE AN ERIRA... |

10'OFF |

Al Blinds & Wallpoperl

that so many of us desire when
buying an appliance and that is
quality.

Ask any service technicinn
what they think about the compo-
neats and structure of modern
applinnces and the life span they
command today and you aro
linble to get a response on how
they should bo made and how it
used to be,

Here aro somo things to consid-
er when shopping for home appli-
ances:

W Cull independent service

best brand. Ask what brand has

the least amount of repnira. :

W Simple is best. The less gad-;
geta you have, the less there ia to !
break down. \ '

Joe Gagnon can be heard Sat- |
urday and Sunday on 760 WJR. :
He is a member and past presi- |
dent of the Socicty of Consumer
Affuirs Professionals,

Got a question for the Appliance
Dactor? Call him at (313) 873-
9789, or write to him in care of
Keely Kaleski Wygonik, Observer
N , 36251 Schooleraft, |

that repnir
and ask what they think is the

Livonia, MI 48160.
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Cozy surroundings

Joe and Jennifer Rutherford,
of Plymouth, agreed. Homeown-
ors want cozy surroundings.
The Rutherfords own Upon a
Wall, a' custom home-wall-
murnl business where they
design wall paintings. The mar-
ried artists paint designs such
ns whimsical animal scenes for
children's rooms and ocean
Caribbean views for living
rooms. It's all about beauty and
luxury with a twist of comfort,

Another hot aren at the show
was Concrete Garden, n Water-
ford based company that cre-
ates concrete statues, Visitors
admired statues, stones and
figurines that honor pets. A big-
seller was stepping stones
engraved with sentimental
words to remember deceased
animals such as “A loving com-
panion,” and “My loyal friend,”

“I'll fee! good looking ot it,”
Lenora Smith of Southfield said
aa she tried to chose a pet
memorinl stone to lay near a
framed photo of her cat who
died last year, “I live in an
apartment, so I'll keep the stone
indoors for now.”

Kitchen improvement was
another big topic. This year
expect to see accents with
grapes especintly wooden grape
inlnys on cupboards and chair

Cotoe (O ath sl e backs. Ceramic tiles are also i
S irlonid ket highlighted with grapes. and The Observer & Eccentric
[t Tt ooyt el Newspapera,

| ® At Macomb Community

Home improvement
Shows

W At the Palace of Aubum
Hllls, 1-75 at Lapeer. Road (M-
24) - 510 p.m, Friday, Feb.
8, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb, 9,10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 10, Admis-
slon $7 adults, $6 senlors,
No charge for children 12
and under.

Colloge, on Hayes just south
of 12 Mile Road In Warren -
2-10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 15, 10
a.m. to 10 p.m, Saturday,
Feb, 16, 10 am. to 7 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 17 Admisslon
$5 adults, $4 senlors, No
charge for children 12 and
under. .
For information about either
show visit www.bullders.org

For those who missed this
year's Home Expo show in Novi,
there'a another show this week- |:
end at the Palace of Auburn |-
Hills. Somo of the same people |-
who participated in the Novi |°
show will attend including The
Appliance Doctor Joe Gegnon,
The Garden Show's Dean |
Krauskopf, and WXYT's Ask the |.
Handyman Glenn Haege, You |[:
can also enter the Ugliest Bath- |
room Contest sponsored by
Mathison Supply, WIR Radio

Crittenton Hospital Medical Center presents

CHRISTIANE NORTHRUP, M.D.
"The Wisdom of Menopause”

Wishou

Creating Physical

ENOPAUSE

and Emotiona] Tleatth entered life's final
and Healing Daring chapter. ather, it

the Change

he bottom line

_ is this: The -
menopausal
transition no longer
means you've

. is a passageway to
a new beginning, a
second spring.’

- Christiane Northrup, M.D.

Take o photo of your ugly bath-
room and bring it into any Mathison
Supply store or mail it to WJR, Ugliest
Bathroom Contest, 3011 W, Grand
Bivd., Ste. 800, Detrolt, Ml 48202,

The winner's bathroom will be
upgraded with naw fixtures, tile,

dicine cablnet and ies with
a value of up to $10,000.

And, be sure to vislt tho WJR ond

Mathison Supply booths at:

PALACE HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SHOW

THE PALACE OF
AUBURN HILLS
FEBRUARY 8-10, 2002

All entries bacome tho

propetty of WJR and

must ba rocoived by
E Aprll 12, 2002, No cash

H o M lval Jud,
oquivalonts, Judgas
SHO

Win A 510,000
Pream Bathroom!
Ce oty .

WOMEN'S WELLNESS CONFERENCE

7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 14 :
Shotwell-Gustafson Pavilion, Oakland University
" Tickets are $25. Seating is limited, so please call-

248-652-5269 to purchase your tickets today.
E-mail: dept_healthed@crittenton.com
AOL Keyword: Crittenton
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o Air Masseur Massago Bathtub by Jason
# Bath Cabinetry by Bortch

® Faucats by Hardan

=B Uitra-Fiush Tollet By Gorber

R Tile Tub Surround decision Iu final. No pur-

1 . W1
u Installation by &M Home Improvement chate ecesgary. Winnor o T e
# And Moret May 18, 2002. . :

Employaes of WJR Radio, Tho Qbsarver & Eccontric Newspapers, BIA and Mathison Supply ase ot oligible to snter.
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