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oan’t go a day without your

PDA? Does it seem like a cell

phone is surglcally attached
to your ear? Do you have TIVa? The

Farmington Observer Is looking for
tach. !

y 0

how the microchip revolution has
changed thelr ways. We'd like a
volunteer to keep 8 week-long
diary of high-tech hablts for a story
on tha locat (mpact of the Intemet
and other technology on daily life.
If you're interested in particlpating,
e-mail Jonl Hubred, Farmington
Observer community editor, at:
Jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

TECHNOLOGY

or'brides
Get ready
for ‘The
time of your
life.’ See the
Bridal
Showcase

G4

space.

Ambassadors: The Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce is
planning an Ambas-
sadors Committee Meet-
ing: 8:30 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 12 at the Chamber
office.
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o place a classified a

inside today’s paper for

help planning your

wedding.
BY PAUL iR, PACE
srm,\_vnmm "

ington Hille aren't going to collect,
record and fight for their communi-
ties’ history who will?

That's the question posed by senior
librarian Tina Theoke at the Farm-
ington Community Library on 12
Mile Road, who aaya the two commu-
nities scrved by the library won't
have to worry about it any time soon.

The Farmington area has about
200 residents who are active in keep-
ing the twa cities’ history alive and
secure for future generations to

enjoy.
Brian Golden, vice president of the

If the people of Farmington/ Farm-
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Flling: Librarian Tina Theeke browses through the Cook collection catalog. It has recently been
reorganized into binders. Only a portion of the historical collection is shelved due to lack of

Residents’ help vital to
preserving local history -

Farmingtan Historical Society, noted
the Farmington aren hos the most
active historical society and gencalo-
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gy groupa around,

Consider this fact: there nre five
groups devoted to the subject and
each has an important role in pre-
serving the area’s history, which
includes everything from its historic
homes and sites to promoting and
archiving tho citiea' pasts.

Golden said the loeal groups
include the Farmington Historical
Society and the three histarical com-

F

of Far 'nr
Hills and the Hills Historic District.
Then there’'s the Farmington
Genenlogical Society.
“This is one of the oldest arcas in
Onkland County,” said Golden, *It
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Ready

to roll
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Engler’'s
proposal
surprises
officials

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@ochomecomm.net

Farmington schovl officials were sur-
prised and plensed at the newa of an
unexpected windfall that could end up
in their coffurs,

Gov, John Engler proposed state
spending of $6,700 per pupil next year,
a $200 incrense aver this year’s grant.
With a slowing cconomy and anticipat-
ed state budget shortfall, school offi-
cials were expecting flat revenues {or
the coming yenr.

“It blew everybody away,” snid Farm-
ington Scheol Superintendent Bob
Maxfield Thursday. “It's welcome
news, nssuming the legislature passes

it.

Engler's plan, which still needs to be
approved by the state legislature, calls
for moving up next year's December
school tax collections to the summer.
The plan also reduces the early tax col-
lection for homeowners from 6 mills Lo
5 mills, which will result in a savings
of $266 million, one time only.

Cheryl Cunnon, nssistant superin-
tendent for business, finance and oper-
ations, cxpecta the legislature will pass
the budget about May or June. While
additional moncy will offer some retief,
the district stilt faces a difficult finan-
cial future,

“It will bo three months before we
know for sure,” Cannon said. "It helps.
We won't have to cut as deep a8 we
thought we would have to go. We will
try to take a two-year look at it. Every-
thing is not OK now."”

This represents an increase of $2.4
million in ndditional revenue ahe said.
The district projects a $6.4 million bud-
get deficit.

The district will continue to prioritize
its alrendy “fluid” budget document,
Cannen said. *It’s n welcome relief, but
it is not a cure for the school districts’
budget shortfall.”

The change in per pupil funding is

Please see BUDGET, A3

Workshop teaches kids about living with disabilities

Helping
hand:
Chelsea Gale
uses a white
cane to find
her way at
Longacre.
Julia Genna
helps.
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BY SUE BUCK
STAYF RITER
sbuck@os.homecommnet

like a cinch to mancuver,
% ¢

To the able-bodied, the row of
wheelchaira along the wall at Lon-
gacre Elementary's gym looked

had simply been instructed to help
the children face real-life chal-
lengea encountered daily by peo-
ple with disabilitics. Fredericka
did better at the drinking foun-
tain, where she learned pulljng up

next to the fi

gacre, Beechview, Forest, William
Grace, Knnhrook, Lanigan, Wood-
creck and Flanders.

The program includes acveral
hours of activities centered on
developing 'umpnthctic under-

Then the
and started to roll,

who like many parent

asked.
“No,” said parent an‘ Healy,

d in

A mile in their shoes

s

was
the ensiest way to get a drink if

Tho firat challenge for Sarah she had trouble moving her body.

Fredericks, n fourth grader, was
trying to get in and out of the

room Longacre Elementary fourth
“Can you hold the door?” she

and fifth graders took turns role-
playing at number of disability
stationa during the Feb. 6 Disabil-

P ), speech, hear-
ing, vision and learning impair-
ments.

“We want the students to
remember that people should be
respocted no matter how they
mny look, act, walk or talk,”
MacKay said.

Carolyn Das, whose Bson
Stephen has cerebral palsy and

ed to halp child

through.”

were instructed on how to run the
varioua activities, "Open the door
and got around the sides,” Healy
said. “Use your hand to pull

Healy wasn't being mean; she

“It is d

ds William Grace Elemen-

become more aware of the chal-
lenges that people with disabili-
ties face every day,” snid Sharon
MacKay, a resource room tencher
who coordinated the program for
several clementary schools —Lon-

tary, spoke from her expericnce

when she told children about

wheelchairs, braces and aplints.
“We're helping kids understand
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Officials prepare for Farmington Road II

BY SUR BUCK
STAFF WHITER
shuck@oo.homecomm.net

Phase 11 of the Oakland County Rond
Commission’s Farmington Road project
will have motorists dodging traffic
cones agnin-soon, and officiala aro
offering information to help them cope.

A public meoting is scheduled for
8:30 a.m. Feb. 13 in Farmington City
Council Chambers.

Crows will widen and reconstruct
Farmington Road from south of Nine
Mile Rond to Grand River in the City of
Farmington. Last year, the strotch
from Eight Mile to Nino Mile Ronds
was improved, so officiala have a track
record by which to judge potontial
problema.

“It will take three to four weeks for

people to adjust to it,” snid Farmington
City Manager Frank Lauhoff. “It's not
as problematic as everyone might
think.”

Widening will be from south of Nino
Mile north to Slocum, Farmington
Road will be widened to five lanos.
North of Slocum, tho road will be
reconstructed, not widened,

Reconstruction will involve the
removal of the existing rond surface
and construction of a new cancrote

road.

Work ia expected to atart on the pro-
Jject in mid-March. The section botweon
Slocum and Grand River {s expected to
be completed by July '156. The ontire
praject will bo completed by Sept. 30,

only have driveways on Farmington
Road. Business with access via aide
atreots should encourage their cue-
tomers to use those entrances. Some
sido streets will be closed at times at
Farmington Road, officials said.

Beginning about mid-April, Farming-
ton Rond north of Nine Mile will be
closed to southbound traffic. While
traflic will be able to travel north on
this section of Farmington Road,
motorists should expect delaya due to
the construction.

Southbound traffic will be detoured
from CGrand River to Drake Road to
Nine Mile Road nnd cast to Farming-
ton Road.

Northbound motorista can also use

D'urh'\g the work, access will be. -

d to those busi

that
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