The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2002

TRAVEL

Turkish ports are cruise highlights

First of a two-part serics
BY JUDITH DONER BERNE
BPECIAL WRITER

Dozens of Greek ielands, like a
series of skipping stones, dot the
Acgenn Sea between Istanbul and
Athena,

Our cruise, that left from Istan-
bul, stopped at five of them, ns
well as two ancient cities along
Turkey's Aegean coast. Because it
was just a month aftor 8/11, wo
were among very few tourists in
that part of the world.

Our ship, the Radisson Dia-
mond, normally carries 320 pas-
sengers. Juat 85 of us showed up,
along with the crew of more than
200. They made us feel apecinl for
coming and gave us a great trip,

Most people identify n eruigo of
the Acgean with the Greok
islands. But the two Turkish ports
we visited, plus the Greek island

when the Romnns ruled from the
2nd century BC to the 2nd contury

An amphithoater built into the
hillside and remnanta of a library
are visible signs of a highly cul-
tured society. Parchment paper
was invented here, according to
our guido, leading to the “inven-
tion” of the first “pages” on which

you could write back and front. At .

its height, the library containcd
200,000 volumes.

We see parts of a lot of build-
ings, but just the site of the Altar
of Zeus. It was sold off to the Ger-
mans, who carted it away picce by
picce, We know it got where it was
going ~ the Pergnmum Muscum in
Berlin that was built specially for
it — because wo saw it there on a
trip to Germany a couple of
months back.

Equally as interesting is
Asklenioel

of Rhodes, were the highlights for
mi

€.

The ancient Hellenic ruins of
Pergnmum are renched via the
port of Dikili, Turkey. High above
the newer city rises the white
marble remains of the old, that
was a site of power and glory

p a -y and heal-
ing conter named for Asklepios,
the God of Healing. We see the
ruins of the former hospital Whl!'l"u

We are blown away by the
amphitheater there where doctors
from other parts of that world
reportedly gathered for medical
domonstrations. Our guigde sug-
gests that was how tht term
“operating theater” came about.

Kusadasi

Next up, Kusadasi, where the
ruins of Ephesus, founded in 11
BC, is all we expect and more. So
far only 10 percent of what proba-
bly was once a city of 450,000 has
been excavated. It

we get at metro-Detroit’a Greck
restauranta, .

This is our lust stop in Turkey
(stay tuned for a travel story on
Istanbul and the Cappadochia
region) and I haven't found the
colorful cotton place mats I have
in mind. In the Kusadnsi bozaar, 1
spy some rectangular cushion cov-
crs that I mistake for place mata.
The shop owner says he will take
them to the tailor, who will re-
fashion them for me.

WIEiIn 1 wait, ] have an interest-

two thenters ~ one held 25,000
people — and a stadium for chariot
racing that held 70,000.

‘Whalking along its pillared mar-
ble streets, it's easy to trip on the
grooves made by chariot wheela.
The Library of Celaus, a well pre-
served mosaic floor, and the amaz-
ing facade of the Temple of Hadri-
an are highlights for me.

It'a taken more than o century
for just this little bit of Ephesus to
be uncovered. With Turkey's seri-
ous i bl it will

first physicatly and later
ill pntients were treated with
music, cold water baths, and the
power of supgestion.

Ppr
probably take at least another
century to unveil it all,

Back in the bustling city of
Kusadasi, Turkish food shows the
influence of the nearby Greece. A
base of the vegetablo soup [ order
is more like the lemon-rice soup

ing with a nearby car-
pet store owner, who spent five
months in the U.S. last winter,
fncluding Detroit. I accept his hos-
pitality — and the ever present
glass of apple ten ~ once I'm aatis-
ficd that he understands I'm not
in buying a rug,

“Bin Laden,” he said, as I had
heard from mony Turks, “doesn't
represent the Muslims, Terrorism
is completoly against everything
we believe,” .

Next week: Sailing on to the
Greckisles.

Judith Doner Berne, of West
Bloomfield, is a former managing
editor of The Eecentric Newspa-
pers and a current op cd colum-
nist. Your comments and qucstions
arce welcome by calling (734) 953-

' » L

2047 or e-mailing jbernc@uit.net
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Bee-luther-hatchee

Who Owns the Story
of Your Life?

FEB 13 - MAR 10

A young editor bursts into the
Umelight with her book, "Bee-luther-
hatchee,” the evocative memolrs

of an elderly Afsican-American woman.
The truth - behind the memoirs, and
behind the reclusive author - Is
revealed as the puzzla unravels. The
Chicago Tribune saved about MBT
Interim Antistic Director Debra Wicks’
production for the Northlight Theatre:
“Virtually flawless, unerring In
physical detail and emational truth.”
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gl Ing: Inside the Library of Celsus you can
still see rolls of papyrus at one of the most
impressive ruins at Ephesus.
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