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Parents speak out on boundaries at forum |

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oo.homecomm.not

Enroliment trends, classroom
space and a need to fill homo

children split between two
schools,

Parcnts suggested ways to
handle the kindergarten enroll-
ment process including sibling

schools first bined in a spe-
cial parent forum discussion on
redistricting Feb. 6 at Enst Mid-
dle School,

More than 100 people attended
the forum, which was held in the
school cafeterin. They were told
that officials aren’t taking the
beundary decisions lightly.

“It will never be easy for peo-
ple when your Kids are affected,”
waid Farmington School Superin-
tendent Bob Maxfield. “It's a real
tough decision for peeple to
make."

Kindergarten cnroliment,
which runs from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Feb. 25-March 1 at cach elemen-
tary school, will determine key
overflow numbers. Some parents
registered concerns about having

p for those who already
have students attending the
schoo), establishing a lottery or
giving preference to walkers over
busers.

Although the trend is toward
declining enrollment at the
kindergarten lovel, school offi-
cinls say it is still possible that
there will be a fow more kinder-
garten students ovor capacity.
The district is evaluating the
options and expects to communi-
cate a decision soon.

Connie Knie, a.Gill parent,
thought the attendance arca
review committee did the best it
could, and she never felt exclud-
ed from the process.

“We lost our year 'round pro-
gram which opened up quite a
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fow spaces at Gill,” she said.
“For those who are coming into
Gill, we're great and we would
love to have you.”

Tracey Garcin, a Boechviow
parent, soid she was concerned
that the deadline for clementary
School of Choice registration
ended Feb. 8. The deadline pre-
cluded the choice of that option
before the school district had all

* ita ptans in place.

“That's the first I realized that
and I made a note to look into
it,” Zurvalec said.

The district announced Friday
it will extend the deadline for
elementary school of choice until
March 15, which is after the
kindergarten registration pro-
coss,

After the public forum Thurs-
day, the attendance area review
committee met separately. Max-
ficld suggested a short informa-
tional picce be distributed to
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What is a Grinder?

A grinder is an Italian-style sandwich about 18 inches long made on
home-made bread, and piled high with meats, cheeses, and
vegelables. These one of a kind over-size sandwiches are baked in our
avens and topped with fresh lettuce and tomatoes. Over 20 varieties
to choase from!
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parents bofore school break
bogan Feb, 8 to discues the
progroes of the attendance area
{Ivlew committee and a time-
ing,

Principals will indlvldu}ully
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answer some of the g
posed by parents who filled out
cards to speak at the forum, Zur-
valec said.

Maxfield praised the procoss,
calling it thoughtful. He compli-
mented the committee members.

“Ygu guys m:g}lt to be con-

embraced for the job you took
on,” Maxfield said. “Sure we
could do things differently. Sure
gome people were contentfous,
But they had a chance to bo
heard. It's elmost Solomon-like. I
said to people, ‘Ten or 16 years
from now when you are on the
board of education you will
remomber this night as the night
you got involved..”

Not everyone’s happy
Kelly Iles, an Alameda parent,
foulted the committeo process,
because she didn‘t believe it
included enough clear, initial
information when thoy asked or
had enough early input from Gill
parents, Other parents agreed,
saying they felt left out because
the committee included only the
principal from each school and
his or her chosen representative,
Some comments made at the

Schoot officials and commit-
tea members are ready to pre-
sent their plans to addreas
expected overcrowding at
Beechview, Kenbrook and

Plans go to board

. next year.

Longacre Elementary Schools’

The Farmington school
board will view the alterna-
tives at 5:45 p.m. Feb. 19, and
also take up the issue on their
regular agenda at 7:30 p.m.
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forum disparaged both Muir-

wood residents and apartment
residenta in general, portraying
them as transient. Muirwood
residents on avernge don't move
frequently, achool officials have
said.

Frank Luscri, a Gill parent,
gaid classrooms are disrupted
when children move in and cut
during the year. “Kids hava to
got up to speed and then they
are out,” he said.

Zurvalec enid: “We believe that
oll the children in Farmington
schools, no matter where they
live, no matter what kind of
home they roside in, aro welcome
in our achools and we will edu-
cate them. We do not take and
parcel them out.”

Maxfield brought up the sub-
Jject Iater when the committee

met,
“Did you all feel like the ugly

issuc was dealt with OK, tho
apartment issue?” Maxfield
asked, “I think Sue’s (Zurvalec's}
answer was the appropriate
answer.” .

The Muirwoed community,
needs to be reassured, Zurvalec
said. . v

“Converaely, to some parents
at Gill, it would be comforting
for them to actually find out that
these are real children who look
a lot like our kide,” Maxficld
sald. “Take back the label and
took at individual kids.” .

Theresa Davis, n committes
member, echoed similar senti.
ments. “Muirwood paronts are
welcomed and embraced,” Davis:

anid, .

Bill Steinmetz; a Longacre
parent, said Muirwood is a pret-
ty stable community, But, he

had a request: “Make o fair ratio
of apartment to home kida,” ..
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. Have you been wondering...
does it seem to be shrinking?

when will it grow?

is it enough to reach my goals? :
will it be there when I need it most? i |
will any be left for my kids?
The UBS PaineWebber investment professionals will .mswcrvynur questions and

discuss strategles to help you manage your nest egg.
Joln us al one of the convenient times listed below:

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH AT 7:30 PM % .
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH AT 10:00 AM i -
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH AT 12:00 NOON

Seatlng is limited, to make a reservation, cafl
Jason Wiison (734) 953-5592 or Glenn Fillman (734) 953-5096 .
Location: 19500 Victor Pkwy, Suite 325, Livonia (Between 7 & 8 Mile Rds) k
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Presenters: Jason Wilson & Glenn Fillman, Financlal Advisors

sy v b

——-—__,—-\

20%

c“q\om

With this
c 0“90“

A

3
=

B

= Dlswers. from

by Carolynn
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Cosmetic and Gegi’eral Dentistry

Located at 23020 Power Rd. farmlngton (248) 476-0383




