DSO honors
African
American
contributions

homas Wilkins applauds the
I Detroit Symphony Orcheatra

for having the foresight to rec-
ognize contributions of African Ameri-
cans to ctassical music long before he
came on board aa resident conductor.
Ho believes that for more than 20
yeara the Classical Roots concerts
have not only introduced audiences to
composers and musicions of African
Amcrican descent, but also revered
them as role models for the next gen-
eration.

On Saturdny-Sunday, March 2.3,
the tradition continues with a pro.
gram featuring compositions ranging
from Undine Smith Moore'a Scenes in
the Life of a Martyr to Gearge Walk-
er's Lyric for Strings. Guest soloist is
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violinist Melis-
cra;‘.’::m:"" sa White, win-
What: Detrolt | herofthe
Symphony Junior Divi-
Orchestra cele- sion of the
brates contribu- | 2001 Texaco-
tlons of African | Sphinx Com-
Americans to | Petition for
classical music young black
Whon: 8:30 p.m, | 8nd Latino
Saturday, March | 8tring players,
2, and.3 p.m. The finals
Sunday, March 3 take place at
‘Where: Orchestra | Orchestra Hall
Hell, 3711 Wood- zgych Febru-
ety Ve | Wiikine diat
Tickets: $20-$54, | 't heara lot
(313) 576+ of musicby
5111 African Ameri-
Qalo: Beglns 5:30 | ©an composers
p.m. Saturday [ While growing
with o cocktait | up. Life will be
receptlon, dinner | different for
and concort fol- | his twin
lowed by after- | daughtera
glow. Tickets | Nicoleand
$175, Calf (313) | Erica. Wilkina
5765119 plays all atyles
of music for
the 9-year-olds

becnuse he wants them “to under-
stand the merits and characteristics
of music in any genre, to know what
mauokes good music.”

“FThe Classical Roots concerts
demonstrate to young African Ameri-
cans thot this is something wo partic-
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""“ted for tho annual'eompetition which was origl

A
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN "wiA7owvn
STAFP WRITER

lchomin@oe.homecomm.net

iewers of thie year's Michigan Fine Arts

Compotition probably will walk away

shocked but that's exactly what juror Nick
Cave had in mind when he aelected work for the
exhibition opening Friday, March 8, at the Birm-
ingham Bloomfield Art Center, Traditionally,
showa of this typa focus on two-dimensionnl media
such as pt ha, prints, and painti - flo-
rals, landscape, portraits, genro scenes, and
abstracts.

The 21st annual competition/exhibition apot-
lights art meant to prod the mind or, as Cave puts
it in his juror statement, “send electrical charges
to the fingertips.” I ati and b,
abound. There are works to hang over the sofa, but
not ns many as in past years.

Arts center executive director Janet Torno
attributes the change to Cave, who enrned a mas-
ter of fine arts degreo from Cranbrook Academy of
Art in Bloomficld Hills, In addition to hing at
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Cave
crentes visual and performance art. As in years
past, Torno chose a juror for the competition in col-
laboration with a local gallery. Cave will be in
town to open an exhibition of his art, Objects of
Desire! Party Favors, at Sybaris Gallery in Royal
Oak 5-7 p.m. Snturday, March 9. But first he will
perform in one of his “sound suits” Thuraday,
March 7, at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Cen-
ter. Cave bases much of the wark, a form of politi-
cal and social commentary, on his feelings about
being a black male in America.

“Nick Cave is a really unique artist,” said Torno.
“His sound suits are made from afghans attached
with nof 1 d ivated with -
932 ontrics submit-,

nal-
ly coordinated by the Detroit Institute of Arta,
Prizes totaling more than $9,000 will be awarded
after judging by Cave 6:30 p.m. Fridoy, March 8.

e show i fantastic, very cutting cdge,” anid
Torno. “I read Nick Cave's remarks and he was
looking for thinga to make your spine tingle. He
had a vision in mind that he was looking for.
There aro lots of
instollation pieces,

an
_. Cave selected 70-pleces from

" MICHIGAN FINE
ARTS COMPETITION

What: An 70-plece
exhlbit featuring a varl-
aty of medla by 63
artists

When: Opens with a
receptlon .end awards
presentation 6:30 p.m.
Friday, March 8, lac.
ture/perfarmance by
Juror Nick Cave 7-p.m.
Thursdey, March 7, con-
tinues to Friday, March

29

Where: Birmingham
Bloomfield, Art_Center,
1516 South Cranbrook
Road, north of 14 Mile,
Birmingham. Call (248)
644-0888

H Competition juror
Nick Cave wlll open an
exhibition of his art,
Objects of Desire/Party
Favors, 57 p.m, Satur-
day. March 9 at Sybaris.
Gailery In Royal Oak;
202 East Third, Roya!
0sk, The exhibit contln-
ues to Saturday, April
20. Call (248) 544-
3388 for detalls,

inspiration pieces, I
like the flavor of the
show.

“Many people ask
is there Detroit art. 1
don't renlly sce a
Detroit aesthetic. It's
a universal thing
now, Because of olec-
tronic media, they
sco what's going on
in the world ana cre-
ate from this broader
view,”

Inspired by loss

For Brian Nelson
it was personal loss,
the illness and death
of his grandfather,
which initislly
inspired his work of
welded steel, Indus-

trial in nature, the

tables on wheels ref
erence movoment
and evolved -from an
original work created
after a walker used
by his grandfather.
Nelson places an
inverted drain in the
conter of each as a
way to symbolize the
need for a broath of

MiChigan Fine
Arts juror
slices through

: R B o
Tears for Cole: Brian Nelson created this welded
of his son and the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

fresh alr in socicty.
Hia newest work grew out of the birth of son his
«- Cole 32-months'ago and tho terroriat attacks on
America on Sept. 11. Nelson conveys his Tears for
Emily and Cole in n work of stainless ateel and
carved salt. Emily refers to Emily Dickinson and o
poem she wrote nbout death. The work was origi-
nnlly conceived for n February faculty exhibit in
Ford Gallery at Eastern Michigan University
where Nelson is director of the sculpture program.
“It grew out of the Sept. 11 attacks,” said Nel-

ainted
this oil after observing an observer of a
Paris street scene.

The observer: Helene Lubin

son. *That’s where the tear aspects came from. I
was trying to find some place to put the griefl
‘They’re dramatically large size tears. Our culture
ia grieving ~ changing. The attacks climinated the
simplicity of freedom that my son will have.
Things are going to be much more difficult for him
than for me.”

Pop culture

Gail Rosenbloom Kaplan takes a lighter lock at
popular American culture. The Farmington Hills
clay artist crented n life-size leather cont for the
Michi; Fine Arts Ci ition. From her Mosaie
series, the work is like “a puzzle, carved out of 8
solid picce of clay, hollowed out and cut into
pieces, fired scparately then nssembled and meant
to be hung on the wall.” Another work features a
pair of hiking boots,

Rosenbloom Knplan currently has work in a
group show at the National Building Museum in
“ashington, D.C. She earncd a bachelor of fine
arts degree from the University of Michigan,

“Qur clothes reflect our culture,” said Roscn-
bloom Kaoplan, “It was inspired by a long leather
coat my daughter bought. I often look in my own
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Mosalc serles: Gail Rosenbloom Kaplan
sculpted this 24- by 41-inch leather coat
from clay.

‘Here they come to save the day: S
:Buzz, Woody and Andy panic when’
‘they learn Andy's mom is having a yard
' salein ‘Disney On IccToy Story 2

bserverandeccentric.com

Two ery different ice shows

BY LANA MINT

BTAFF WRITER
Imini®@oe.homecomm.net

It’s 8:46 a.m. in Los Angelea and
two-time Swisa National figure akat-
ing champ Lucinda Ruh has already
made a slew of phone calls and sched-
uled meetings to discuss her plans to
set the Guiness Book of World

Energetlc:
Olympic
gold
L] [ (] L4 : medalist
glide into Michigan adols
. inski will
the Queen of Spin, ia on tour with petition and wa can just bo cursclves.” perform
othor World and Olympic figur, skat- Ruh is skating with a prestigious at Target
" Ing champs in Target Stars on lce. linc-up that includea Katarina Wite, Stars on
The figure skating show i in fts 16th  Anjelika Krylovn, Oleg Ovalannikov, I
yoar and coming to The Palace of Tara Lipinski, Kristi Yamaguchi, cc on
Auburn Hills on Saturday, March 2. Stoven Cousina, Jenni Meno, Todd Saturday
1t'a an ideal show for figure akating* Sand and Kurt Browning. March 2
enthusiasts, Ruh satd. at The
“It's not a typical ico show,” Ruh Toy Story Palace of
eaid. "Thia ia fully chorcographed with  Far kids too young to spprecinte Auburn

Records for faste spins — more than
270 revolutiona per minute. !

aron Darpa

‘While planning that Ruh, knewn as’

detajled costumes and very colorful
lighting. It's l\m — we aren't in com-
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53-2054

Provo covrrasy or Barer Ny Hills,

argay@ae.homecomm.net



