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Competing local music festivals face off

With rivaling music (cativals
giving local artists the center
stage from downtown Detroit to
the streets of Hamtramek, a bate
tle is about to begin.

The long-established Ham-
tramck Blowout, a fundraiser
namovewmemnss {01 the Detroit
Music Awards,
vies agoinst the
second-coming
of Mid By Mid-
weest, a philan-
thropic-based
fest in the heart
of Rock City.

Organizers for
both events ulti-

Bl mately seck the
STEPHANIE pame end -
CASOLA  some well-

deserved atten-
ion for metro-area musicions.
Both events are scheduled for
next weokend,

Blowout

4 “Hamtramck Blowout is now
. the largest, most diverse show-
| case of local musicians ever
. nssembled for one.event,” said
. Anthony Morrow, producer, in
! an e-mail interview. “We added
70 more artists and 4 more
venues, Wo turned the pre-party
from an intimate gathering of
musicians and media into a con-
cert extravaganzn complete with
rock bands, DJs and a special
circus performance featuring fire
breathing, glass walking and
much’more.”

Though more than 70 percent
of this ycar's performers arc new
to Blowout, Marrow sounds most
proud of the pre-party line up.
“We wanted to put together a
show that was a microcosm of
the Detroit scene, a showease
that is very representative of the
diversity of the Blowout itself.

“Speedball was one of the very
first Detroit bands I was exposed
to tind I'm thrilled to see them in
that type of environment. What
can I say that hasn't been said
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Mid By Midwest
What: A two-day romp eround Detroit
‘When: 8 p.m, to 2 a.m. Filday-Saturday, March 89
Where: The Magic Stick, The Lager House, Old Miaml, Motor City
Brewing Works
Who: Bonds who deserve the hype, like The Deadstring-Brothers, The
Witches, They Come In Threes and The Come Ons
How much: Wristbands are $10 and single show cover is $5, with pro-
ceeds donaled to Food Bank of Oakland County and Gleaners Commu-
nlty Food Bank.
Detalls: http://mxmw.com

Hamtramck Blowout
What: A four-day extravaganza featuclng 12 venues and 168 diverse
performers.
When: Motor hosts a pre-party Wednesday, March 6; the festival runs
Thursday-Saturday, March 7.9, B
Where: Attlc Bar, Carbon Lounge, Club Coyotes, Holbrook Café, Llli's
21, Motor, New Dodge, Outer Limits, Paycheck’s Lounge, Shanani-
gan's, and Tight Fittin® Jeans. A free shuttlo is avallable.
Who: From DJ Godfather to the soundscapes of Halon, The Sights to The
Von Bondles to Paradime’s rhymes, you'll find what you're looling for.
How much: The pre-party Is free to performers, $5 to the public, Wrist:
bands cost $15, with golng to and
musical supplles for Detroit schools and a donation to WDET.

to hend to Austin, Texas for the
South By Southwest music
showcase. “This town is going
through its most vital musical
poried in the last 30 yoars,”
Frezza said. “No question.”

Times two

For artists like Kevin Herron,
known aa EsQuire, both festival
boil down to one thing —

school style there — it should be
quite different. We thought this
night would be a good time to try
out some new things.”
Giving it away

If go-go girls aren't enough to
entice you, know that both
events arc donating profits to
charitable izati Mid By

exposure. Midwest will donate more than

“] think this kind of music fes- 50 percent of the procecds to
tivnl has the potential to expose Food Bank of Oakland County
people, who may not larly go  end Gl C ity Fo
to shows, to new music,” said the  Bank.
Huntington Woods resident. *It For the Blowout, this means
is cusy to hop around from one looking beyond the Detroit Music
venue to another and check out Awards. “The ongoing success of
whoever interests you. And it the Blowout has afforded us the
brings n lot of medin attention to  opportunity to expand our base
n lot of acts a5 well, at lenst of charities,” snid Morrow. They
loeally, We're not on the same chose to aid music programs in
level ns CMJ or South By South-  8chools “because of their rele-
west with fans, media and labels
coming in from all over the uni-
verae but who knows? Detroit is

Pleaso sco FACE OFF, B

PHOTO COURTERY OF DUC Codens.
Kick off: Thie Von Bondies
~ fronted by Jason Stoll-
steimer —are one of a host
of featured performers
Wednesday, March 6 at
Motor for the Hamtramck
Blowout's pre-party. Buth
the Blowout and Mid By
Midwest music festivals
begin next weekend.
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' SPRING BREAK
. ARTCAMP

STAY IN TOWN AND HAVE AN
ARTISTIC VA

MONDAY- FRIDAY, APRIL 1-5, 2002

3 REGISTER NOW!

ART CAMP IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CHILDREN TO COMBINE
N, TO DEVELOP ARTISTIC T, ]
ORE NEW MEDIA UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A
STAFF. STUDENTS ARE GROUPED BY
LL ENJOY A VARIETY OF AGE
ACTIVITIES.

GRADE AND W
. APPROPRIATE BASED
Before and after care avallable.

WWW.BBARTCENTER.ORG

gda)s
1518 SOUTH CRANBROOK ROAD i
BIRMINGHAM, M) 48009
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Datalls: http://blowotit.melrotimes.com

the swinging muasic burg right
now, 8o maybe it will blow up

about the Von Bondies? Incredi-
ble sangwriting, amazing live set,
just great people to be around, I
think that The Sights arc
arguably Dotroit's most underrat-
ed band. DJ Godfather is n phe-
nomenon that I can't wait to
unleash on people. Booty music
at ita best.”

MXMW

At just two days, the mini-fes-
tival can't offer a wide array of
local acts, but it does include
some of the best. According to
Joe Frezza, one of the festival's
originntors, out-of-town acts are
new this year, including Chica-
go's The Dishes, and Pitts-
burgh's Modey Lemon.

As for those closer to home,
Mid By Midwest features new-
comers like EsQuire and The
Deadstring Brothers, Catch
something shiny new by artists
you haven't heard from in a
while. Detroit's pop genfus Bren-

ON!

8 PM SATURDAY

The
Daniel .
0'Donnell
Show

See the
international
singing sensation
perform pop
favorites in a
new concert
special from
Killarney.

Join us at detronpublictvorg

soon,”

ErQuire will perform in
Detroit and Hamtramck on
March 9.

“We are adding a couple of
new songs into our set and
switching things up a bit,” he
said, “Some new costumes for

dan Benson released LAPALCA
thia week, his first record in fivo
years, and is about to head on
tour with garage rock darlings
The White Stripes.

The festival serves na a week-
end preview for many local per-
formers, like Outrageous Cherry the go-go girls, new dances, a
and The Witches, who are about remix version here, a lil' old
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'THE FAIRGROUNDS

MARCH 1 THRU MARCH 10 2002
WEEKDAYS 7PM, SAT. 10:30AM, 2PM & 7PM, SUN. 1:30PM & 5:30PM
FAIRGROUNDS COLISEUM {WOODWARD & 8 MILE RD.)

A PORTION OF ALL TICKET SALES
HENEFITS
CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL OF MICHIGAN

ALL SEATS AVAILABLE-$11, $16, $21 & $26
TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT THE CIRCUS BOX OFFICE

STAR LINCOLN PARK

(TOLL FREE) 1-B66-244-8673 & ALL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS

OPENING NIGHT SPECIAL-ALL TICKETS $9*-GENERAL ADMISSION
& AUTOGRAPHS WITH THE PERFORMERS

FATHERS., BROTHERS,
ITUSBANDS & SONS.
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