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Funky, wacky and kitachy.

You get this improssion nt the
entrance. It only gots Jouder as

* you make your way down to this

new basement restaurant in
Birmingham's Pallndium build-

ing.

~That fita since “Joa's base-
miont” is the translation of Buca
di Beppo.

- Buea is “basement” and beppo
i slang for “buddy Joe." Who's
Joo? Look for his photo. If you
can't find it, n friendly waitper-
son will point it out.

- Lot me warn you, “Small” on
the menu, posted on the wall,
means a largo portion. A “large”
order is gigantic. In the South-
ern Italinn tradition, ali Buca di
Beppo menu offerings arrive on
family platters, in portions
meant to bo shared.

There's full bar service, house
wines and beer. Wine lovers
should check the wine Jist on the
table for wines by the bottle.
Whites run $27 to $60 and reds
$22 to $90 for o bottle of Bolla
Amarone. Southern Italian
wines are hot right now, but
there aren't many of these on tho
list to accompany Bueca's rustic
Southern Italian dishes. Too
bad, because these wines are not
only good but terrific bargai

Kitschy restau

Bty NIHM
At your service: Buca di Beppo server David Martin explains the menu items to cus-
tomers (from left), Diane Albright, Beth North, and John North.

dag: BUCA) |
in Minncapolis.
“We cater to celebratory dining
from baptisms, baby showers,
bachelorette partics to retire-
ment dinners, Yet, our Buca per
Due (Buca for two) indicates we

"IN d

or Tim Kenrick. “Our carry-out
option of one plate with a whole
meal is a simple aclution for a
family dinner at home.”
Kenrick's remarks are on tar-
get. Yet, cating at Buca ia such
a trip, you'va got to do it; provid-

and reasonably-priced dishes tered
cronted by Corporate Executive
Chef Vittorio Renda, a native of
the Cnlnbria region of Southern
Italy. Renduo trains chefs at each
of the 72 Buca di Beppo loca-
tions, including Livonia, in 22

Fun
* Buca di Boppo is all about fun

Face Off from page B3

states and the District of
Columbin. They are owned by
Buca, Inc., a public company

ed you’ro not bont on a quiot
evening at a corner table. In
addition to Joe and the base-

are conscious of couples and fam-
ilies with children,” snid operat-
ing partner and general manag-

rant showcases southern Italian cooking

ment, humor reigns at Buca
from the placemat that locates
the city of Naples at tho Swiss
border to the Passion Pit seating
. 8ix, and on to the

valseqy
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caught on. It marries a baked
specialty (manicotti, stuffed
shelle, baked ravioli or cannel-
loni) with one of four maih

courses: chicken

Wine Room with

Lazy Susan. The p.m. Sunday,

only way you can
cat on the ground
floor is to reservo
the table for aix
to eight in the
kitchen. If you
like noise and
action, you'll be

: 510 p.m. Mondey-

Menu: Features large
portions, meant for shar-
Ing, of rustic-style South-
ern Italian food served
on over-sized platters.

Cost: Pasta, maln cours-
o3 and pizzas
Raservations: Recom-

with lemen; egg-

Buca dl Seppo
e, ahuine to | whami 370 N0 Wooo: | Pl 28 Hicken
n;‘:]nvinum;;s ward Ave,, Birmingham | oo :
wines ceiling. {248) 5409463, If yol:x Bave
rnf:n !h:r:;utl}l:; Thursday, untll 31 p.m. :T:;n ;e‘vnol: “d:ﬁ‘f
Pope's  Taobl Friday, noon to 11 pm. | c5ou5 " atretch
pe oble | gaturday, noon to 10 4
seating 18 with a pants  friendly

desserts, includ-
ing Torta Doppia
Cioccolato, the
Southorn Italinn
version of death
by chocolate.
Buca haa been
recognized by Bon
Appetit magazine
a8 one of Ameri-
cn's “Bast New
Restaurants.” It
won a hest of
additional
awards, includin
“Hot Conceptsl”

$10-20.

in the ‘thick of it | Tended

thg‘:; you're & Livonla: 38888 Six
hungryi] end gl;i‘aaﬁuad. (734) 462-
atmosphere is } g'ytion: 12755 Hall
only one dimen- Y

sion. Consider Road, (810) 8039463
Rigatoni Posi-

tano, rigatoni pasta tossed with
marinara sauce, sauteed chick-
en, eggplant and fresh mozzarel-
ln it's o breakaway hit. Veal
Limone, delicate scaloppini
served over sauteed escarole and
canncllini beans, topped with a
amooth, but assertive lemon
gauca, scores well, Buca per

from Nation%
Restaurant News and “Tops for
Fun” from Gourmet magazine. -

Eleanor Heald iz a Troy resi-
dent who writes about dining,
food, wine and spirits for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers. To leave her a voice mall
measage, dial (734) 953-2047 on

Due at $23, and designed for
two to three people to share, has

a k-t phaone, mailbox
1864H. . B

vance to today’s and future per-
formers and b these are

two‘tig):t feativals on separate

the first programs on the chop-
ping block when the budget axe
falls” and WDET for supporting
local music.

. Some performers, like Matt
Taplinger of Berkley-based band
Halon, think having two such
festivals simultancously is
overkill,

“It’s really smart and says a
lot about the catty-ncas of the
local music scene when organiz-
ors can't bond her to create

working together to
make each onc a successful,
interesting showcase for solid
loenl music,” he snid. “No, they
have to be tho same weekend
and competo against each other.”

Store-Wide Sale

5% - 50% off

Everything in the Store!* Sale Good Feb. 26 - Mar. 9

“$300 marnmum dscount ier e eaclides some aew Lipe) and dems

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
writes about popular muaic for
the Observer & Eccentric Netvs-
papers, She can be reached at
(248) 625-1900 ext. 12 or send c-
mail to her at scasola@oc.
! net

The BBQ King ks a full-service caterer,
Our staff s trained & prepared to|
your special occassion a memorable
experience.

Planning an event for 25 to 750 peopkei
We offer a unique line of services from
<ooking to serving.

866-773-01

GRADUATIONS » ALL OCCASIONS

AUXURY SENTOR COMMUNITY

WALTONWOOD OF CHERRY HILL

FAMILY REUNIONS « PARTIES 25 TO 750

The BBQ King
Your Complete BBQ Caterer
We Specialize in PIG ROASTS

make

?

At the BBQ King our success is measured by your happiness”

Matthew Williams
E-Mail:thebbqkingmi@aol.com

COMPANY PICNICS - EVENTS

Chasses are for children ages 412 and include single-
day, week-long, and overnight adventures. Campers S0

5100 OFF |

Reserve your BBQ b
4% 9/02 Y

Mail-in, dvance tegisteation only, stsris Mareh 4 - Apdl 12, 3—
Space is limited. Call the Dewoit Zoological Sociery hoine
today at (248) 541-5835 1o tzccive segistration materials.

non

SOINOId ANVdWOO » STVYSHYIH3Y

Absolutely, undeniably, thebest

PEN

Friday,

ks

I
(734) 981-7100

HOUSE!

Saturday & Sunday
March 1st, 2nd, & 3rd
12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Join us for Tours and a Complimentary Lunch
*Win a weekend for two to Mackinac Island!

* Large 1 & 2 bedroom aparement homes with full kitchens
+ Courtesy Transportation
*» Movie theatre, tecreation room, beauty salon and more!
= Daily on and ofF-site social activitics

Coon Tovmip M1 4187 At Cherry Hilt YaoosLTI.
www.waltonwood.com Redef g Rgm”m Living CASI No W' N DSOR-
emal: wal $cherryhillOsinghmail.com ——ener e S

Players Club in the market.

BRAND HEW IN
CANTON

39,

Everyone says they're the best but there's only one real #1. And In the
Detroit/Windsor area, the players’ cholce Is the Players Prestige™ Club at
Casino Windsor, With MORE players’ perks, MORE exclusive privileges, and
now even MORE CASH BACK than any other Casing in the area, we're the
Casino that tries harder, every single day, 10 consistently give you...
» MORE excitement ~ our exchange rate gives you MORE play time
and MORE chances to win! -~
* MORE Vegas-style entertalnment - In the Showtime™ Lollrmﬂ@
« MORE comfort and convenience - who else offers the oS
style and luxury of a 4-diamond hotel! -
MORE CASH BACK, because... *

SiBACK... <. .

APRIL 30™

Membership In the Players Prestige Club is FREE and brings you'alf the
benefits and excitement of our great rewards program - plus DOUBLE CASH
BACK for polnts eamed from Marth 1st to April 30th, excluding noon on
Saturdays to noon on Sundays. Sign up today! For MORE Information call

WALTONYGDD

=

More of what you're looking for!
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¥ sale peacnt

Merri-Seven Trains, Hobbies & Collectibles

248-477-0550

Trains of all gavges, expert
repars, construction supplies,
wooden rallways, plastic kits.
Hours: Tues.«Thrus. 11am -7 pm;
b Fi. 11am - 8pm; Sat. 11 am-5om K
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 broTher Rice

high school

Bella

For just
you could be the

Soomncid il

big winner!

... of asilver
‘W‘:.

2002 Mereury Cougar Sport!

000! canixa3rd; Prize::s

AT,

600 Caaty

eres a taste of t
o Trips to the [Tex

« Opportunity to
« Fine Jewelry.

Al

e 2002 Meraary Coug
B Phese scnd chek or enaney onder </

he over-600 item up for bid:
loan Riviera, ireland.

& other exaiting Joaations
take a ride o

\ymrford.

We accept Visa & Mastercard!

call (248) 6477423 G-

or simply send a check with your segistration from below.

pevcoo 4 baellt Brother Rice High School « 7101 Ladoer Kool = Risamficid Hilts, M

"A special thanks to The Observes & Bcvvauric Nrwapapers, ut fficial pelc spemor
Sport R.u[flc [inket Registration -

uction Office » Brother Rice High School
7101 Lahser Road » Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301
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