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tree, treo of life, is the tree for
thia timo of year, the Feb. 18

through March 17, Its buds are -

tho most distinctive part, and
begin to coze sticky resin as the
sap begins to rise in the spring.
Flowers are petal-less with
purple stamens that appear in
April.

Graham Stuart Thomas'
Three Gardens: The Personal
Odyssey of a Great Plantaman
and Gardener, Graham Stuart
Thomas (Sagapress, $290.95), is
remarkable. It showcases his
long career as a horticulturist
and garden designer.

Thomas describes his gar-
dens from the first shovelful of
soil to the glory of the flowers,
and along the way he “slips in”
horticultural tidbits that he
has found successful.

For 30 years Thomas was gar-
dena ndviser and supervised the
restoration of many famous gar-
dens in Great Britain when he
worked for the National Trust. He
spent soveral years working in
nurseries and honing his skills.

His lively writing and his

.telling of stories and personal

- ‘experiences are testament to
the fact that he loved his work.
A reference guide and plant
index are thoughtfully includ-
cd, a8 are his drawings.

Cutting remarks
Published by Brandylanc

Publishers Ine. in 2000, Flowers

are Almost Forcver: The Care

and Handling of Cut Flowers,
Libbey Oliver ($12, soft), is the
most comprchensive book on
the subject I have scen.

The latest techniques are fen-
tured. Oliver teaches how to
prepare the flowers, care and
handle them and make long-
lnsting arrangements.

She also tells how to pick
them from the garden and how
to choose the florists’ latest
offerings. Tipa to make the job
casier with less stress on the
arranger are innovative.

A long list of flowers contains
specific information, i.e. those
sensitive to cthylene, vase life,
temperature and Oliver's per-
sonnl commenta,

GOODGARDEN TIPS

Tips can help organize kids’ rooms

Q: My childron’s rooms are
a disastor aren. The floor s
plled, the closet is full, and
the dressor drawers do not
close, 1 would like ordor but I
am not sure where to start.

A: It is important to teach your
children how tp organize their
room. You need order now and
thoy nced these skills for lator
on lifo so they will be able to
function efficiontly in their own
homo and place of employment.
Maintaining clutter control in
your child’s room does not have
to be an impossible task if you
croate o workable system.
Whether your children are pre-
sachool, school nge, or teenagers,
you can help them ?htnin and

DOMESTIC ~ itoms such ns
PLANNER trophies, nrt(i

work, an
Triokknack

For younger
children,
rotate toys
from the bed-
room to anoth.
er location or
uso the top of

the closet.
Children can
3 over-

whelmed and
bored if they
have too many toys to choose
from. Aa you periodically change
the toys, it will feel like Christ-
mas.

DIANA KOENIQ

1T lothi

tain order.
following ideas and aystems to
nc‘!_n.lovo clutter control.
trlze ol

W Check your stored
flowering bulbs and remove
any that show signs of rotting.

M Bordine Nursery is hosting
a Garden 101 seminar March 9
{10 e.m. in' Rochester Hills, 1
p.m. in Brighton). Call (248}
651-9000 for details.

Marty Figley is an advanced
imaster gardener based in Birm-
ingham. You can leave her a
message by dialing (734) 9563-
2047 on a touch-tone phone. Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314.

CLARIFICATION

The Feb. 7 article about
Diane Salim’s garden should
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have said that castor beans are
annuals, not perenniala,
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Custom FABRICATED KITCHEN & BATHROOM COUNTERTOPS
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS
NATURAL STONE PRODUCTS (GRANITE, MARBLE, LIMESTONE}

Lusiny of Granite!
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> 10* OFF* GREEN GRANITE.

*DISCOUNT ON STONE & FABRICATION ONLY,
{NEW OERs Oray @ Maesnt $1,200,00 O0€a + Exmaes 3:31:02)
- No other discounts apply

A Sale At ACORN Is As Good As It Gets!

And, everything is on sale now at ACORN's WINTER CLEARANCE EVENT.
Y00 ALSO GET THE ACORN AlvaRTAGE:. ~
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Vantty
Cabinets
Fibergtass 60" Tub Showers
1 Plece with Towel Bar
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" gories, and toys by putting like

items together, Uso plastic or
more d i i such

to another location so closets and
drawers close easily.

Limit the amount of ‘little
pieces’ from toys and games. Use
zip-lock bogs and small lidded

inors to store small items

as wicker, canvas, or woed. If
evory item has a apecific place it
is more likely to raturn to its
place. Use lidded containers so
you can stack them on top of
each othor.

Store u few keopsakes in the
bedroom and put the overflow in
n container in a basement stor-
age area. This would include

such as Logo's, Barbfe acces-
sories, building blocks, ete.

Make sure your child is able to
make his bed by himself. Use a
comfortor becauae it is easy to
make and you do not have to
worry about wrinkles from the
sheef or blankot, The bed should
bo away from the wall so the
comforter can slide down the

side with easo.

Use underbed storage contain-
ers for toys, stuffed animals, cloth-
ing items, shoes, and craft items.
Containers with rollors make it
casior to accesa tho contenta.

Use o hanging sweater or shoe
sholf in the closet to store shoes,
clothing, gemes and toys.
Younger children do not usually
need as much hanging space.

A bookshelf is a good storage
place for books, however, it will
aleo hold games, puzzles, and
toys. Use a small aquare basket
on the shelf to hold amall books,
which tond to fall over on the
shelf. You can nlso uso o book-
shelf as a back-up dressor. Place
wicker or plostic baskets on tho
shelf to hold socks, pajamas, T
shirts, ate.

‘Use laundry baskets, large
plastic containers, or a woodon
toy box for atuffed toys, trucks
and larger ftoms.

Use another aroa other than
the bodroom as a play area.
When our children were young,
wo bought a small aren rug for
our unfinished basement o they
had another play arca other
than the bedroom. This was a
good place to roll cars and build
with blocka.

Donate or sell outgrown cloth-
ing and toys to avoid crammed

closets, shelves, and drawers.

Designate a basket or shelf in
tho closet for shoes. An alternative
for shoo storago is to store shocs
in a hall closet, laundry room, or
garage. Wo use a shoa slorage sys-
tem in our garage to keep dirty
shoes out of our ma.

Some children need to share a
room because of limited bedroom
space. It is important that each
child has his own space in the
bedroom. Cur boys shared a
room for many yoars and wa
divided arcas in half. Each son
had one side of the closet and
their own dresser drawers, They
were oach responaible for their
own area.

1t is important once you have
helped your child organize his

. room, that you help him main-

tain order. You need to check the
room daily to make sure every-
thing has returned to it's home,
Today's Refrigerator Bul.
letin:
*Order in a room brings order
to the housel”

Diana Koenig is a writer, edu-
cator, speaker and consultant.
Send your questions and success
stories to: Diana Koenig, P.O. Box
1702, Manchester, MO 63011, e-
mail dianakoenig@hotmail.com
Visit wwuw.domesticplanner.com

Publication helps manage fertilizer runoff

The late spring and early sum-

waterway,” said Chuck Heraey,

mer ushers in {lowers, g
manicured lawns and, all too
often, over-fertilization,
Nutricnts from ‘excesa fertiliz
ers run into atorm drains that
empty directly into the region’s
stroams, rivers and lakes and
degrade water quality.
SEMCOG, the Southeast
Michigan Council of Govern-
ments, offers Managing Fertiliz-
er to Protect our Water Resources,
a publication to help local lead-
ers wade through the regulatory
jon that often i

the topic and gives suggestions
for solutions through cducation
and regulation.

“Every stream in southenst
Michigan ompties.to.a major.

SEMCOG cnvir tal pro-
grams manager.

“If I put too much fertilizer on
my lawn in Northville, it can end
up in the Rouge River and, ulti-
mately, Lake Erie. In that way,
every home in southenst Michi-
gan is on waterfront praperty.”

Upon reaching rivers and
inkes, nutrients from fortilizer
cause excess weed growth, which
depletes the oxygen supply for
fish and aquatic insects and
makes the water unusable for

_boating and swimming.

The publication is an out-
growth of the revised Water
Quality Management Plan for
Southcast Michigan, which
places greater emphnsis on

reducing pollution from storm
water runoff from streets, yards,
farmlands, driveways and park-
ing lota.

Water that was once absorbed
into the ground — replenishing
groundwater and controlling
flooding — now flows directly
into rivers and streams, picking
up dirt, oils and other contami-
nants along the way.

Both the Water Quality Man-
agement Plan for Southcast
Michigan and Managing Fertiliz-
er to Protect our Water Resources
are available from SEMCOG
Information Services and are in
PDF on the SEMCOG Web site
(www.semcog.org/egi-bin/prod-
ucts/pubs_all.efm)

Many residents ook to their

Final Two Weeks!

Don't let the grey days of winter keep you from
A doing something nice for yourself... and your home!
Come in today to our annual winter sale and...

SAVE ON

Harden, Thomasville, Lexington,
Pennsylvania House and More!

(CLASSI

We will pay your 6% sales
tax or... qualify for 6
months deferred
financing.

=
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Clznr:;:e INTERIGRS @ '
Center e J

* 20292 Middlebelt, Livonia (South of 8 Mile)

Visit us at www.classlcint.com

248-474-6900

Hours: Mon,, Thurs., Frl. §:30-9; Tues., Wed., Sat, 9:30-5:30; Su
g Astall Prices. All Previous Sales

n. 1-5

Excluded. Offer Not Valid In Conjunction with Any Other Promotional Discount.

local governments for guidelines
to help them implement safe and
healthy environmental practices,

“People look to their clected
lenders to make sure that the
health and eafety of the food
thoy eat, their medicine, and the
products they buy meet safety
standards,” Hersey said.

“The same is true for the envi-
ronmont. People expect elected
officials to look out for their best
interest and protect the
resources thoy enjoy; that's why
wo developed this guide.” .

SEMCOG is a regiona! plan-
ning partnership of local govern-
mental units servicing 4.8 mil-
lion people in the seven-county
region of southcast Michigan, |

Homeowners ﬁnd
safety, savings :
with propane

(NAPSA) -When it comes:to
selecting a home encrgy source,
homebuyers, homebuilders and
remodelers all look for the same
qualitics ~ a fuel that's reliable,
safe, clean and economical, -

Increasingly, whether for heat-
ing water, fucling a furnace.or
powering a clothes dryer, the
energy source they select is gos,
and for many homeowners, that
meana propane gas. .

“More and more homeownecrs
are becoming aware that they
have different energy options,
and they trust propane because
it provides their families with a
fecling of warmth, comfort and
safety,” according to Roy Willis,
president of the Propane Eduga-
tion & Research Council.
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