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Vermont earns top seed

The Univorsity of Vermont will be
the top seed in the America Enst Con-
ference men's basketball tournament,
which starts this weekend at
Matthews Arenan in Boston.

The Catamounts (20-7) earned a
share of their first AEC regulor-sen-
son championship ~ the first confer-
ence title in the program's 102-year
history - by beating Hartford in the
regular-scason finale Sunday, 75-66.

Vermont and Boston University
tied for first place with 13-3 records,
but Vermont won the tichreaker and
earned the top sced based on its two
wins over Boston,

Senior Trevor Gaines (Farmington)
and freshman Taylor Coppenrath
scored 16 points apiece in the win
over Hartford nt Patrick Gym in
Burlington, Vt,

The victory, in front of another scll-
out crowd of 3,228, nlso gave Vermont
ita first 20-win senson, topping the
previous record, which had stoed for
55 seasons.

Picked to finished fourth in the pre-
season coaches poll, the Catamounts
led the regular-scason race from wire-
to-wire,

Gaines, who made soven of 11 field
goals, also recorded a carecr-best five
assists. Ho had 12 points and 16
rebounds Friday as Vermont beat
host New Hampshire, 93-77.

The AEC semifinals will be played
Saturday. The tournnment final is set
for 11:30 a.m. Saturday, March 9, and
will be televised by ESPN.

0CC women tumble

The Oaklund Community College
women's basketball team feil to host
Henry Ford in the first round of the
MCCAA state playoffs Saturday, 66-
61.

Center Beth Fortuna hit seven of 12

shots, sank six of cight frec throws
and scored 20 points to lead the
Hawks (16-11). Jenaifer Thurman
added 18 and Katie VanGoethem 11

Forward Debbie Wesa tossed in a
game-high 24 points for OCC (14-13);
Jennifer Tuttle added 10, Dana Mil-
tard cight and Tiffany Burt seven.

Fortuna also had 11 rebounds and
Wesn eight. Henry Ford hod a 39-31
rebounding advantage and led at hall-
time, 34-26.

In a non-conference gnme Saturday,
Carie Morrow scored n game-high 18
points na the Lady Raiders trounced
visiting Rochester College, 82-42.

Wesa ndded 16 points, Ashlec
Larsen 13, Tuttle nine and Kate Reed
seven. Tuttle alse had nine rebounds.
Kristen Debrandt had nine points (4-
20).

Scholar-athlete finalists

The Michigan High School Athletic
Associntion has selected its ninc hon-
orces for the Scholar-Athlete Award
program for the 2002 winter sports
season, Sponsored by Farm Bureau
Insurance, cach of the winners will
receive a $1,000 college scholarship,
presented during halftime of the
Class C Loys basketball final March
23 at Michigan State's Breslin Center
in Eaat Lansing.

A pair of Obscrverland boys basket-
bail players, Farmington Harrison's
Matt Elscy and Plymouth Salem's
Rynn Williams, were among the seven
finalists in their sport.

Studenta applying for the Scholar-
Athlete Award must carry at lenst a
3.5 grade-point average (on a 4.0
scale) and have previously won a vare
sity letter in a sport in which the
MHSAA sponsors a post-senson tour.
nament. They must also be active in
other school and community activitica
and produce an ¢asay on the impor-
tance of sportsmanship.

Gymnastic standouts

Some locnl gymnasts were instru-
mentni in the fourth-place finfsh of
the Sports Club of Novi a the Paige
Smith Winterfest Claasic Jan, 26-27
in Denver.

Among those competing for the
Sports Club at Level 8 were Alyssa
Kelley, 12-years-old, from Plymouth
and Jessica Oddi, 14, from Farming-
ton Hills.

Kelley, in the Junior Division, .

placed fifth in the vault (9.250) and
had a 35.476 all-around score. Oddi,
in the Senior Division, was sixth in
the balance beam (9.076) and hod o
35,126 all-around totnl.

In the Level 7 Senjor Division,
Marisan Karsz, 13, of Farmington fin+
ished cighth on beam (8.8) and posted
an all-around score of 34.760.
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It took slightly mere than one period
of hockoy Wedneaday for Farmington
Uriliad to warm up and Milford to
wail Jwn,

After that sorting-out process, the
game belonged to the Flyers, who
coasted a 10-0, mercy-rule victory in
the Division I regional tournament at
Redford Arcna.

] HOCKEY

Farmington (16-8-1) will play either
Walled Lake Central or Redford Uni-
fied in the second round ot 8 tonight on
the same ice.

The winner advances to the champi-
onship gnme Saturdoy cvening against
the Livonia Stévenson-Redford
Catholic Central winner.

“Obviously, the kids ahowed they
want to play tomorrow night,” Flyers
coach Mike Harris said. “This is a big
win for us, Last year wo got knocked
out early by Stevenson. The kids know
it's single elimination now, and they
want to play a couple more weeks.”

Farmington had a 1-0 lead entering
the sccond period, and any doubt about
the outcome wns quickly crased.

The Flyers crupted for cight goals
over the next 15 minutes and ended
the contest with Brad Heraghty's
short-handed goal four minutes into
the finale.

*“Tho second period was probably our
best period all year long,” Harris anid.
“We were moving the puck, the
(defe was ing the brenkout
and we were looking for tho open man.

“We had pretty balanced scoring. All
three lines scored. We had five goals
from our top line, two gonls each by the
other lines and a goal by a defense-
man.”

Keith Hay acored the first two goals,
and Matt Lee and Mike Hand also had
two apicce, Mare Rauth, Sean Ellia and
Brett Ramsay chipped in one each.

Jeff Tosoian recorded three assists;
Heraghty and Matt Kjolhede had two
apicce, Hand, Brett Laird, Ellis, Bran-
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Flyers coast to 10-0, re
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'STASY PUCTO BY SIARDY LEMIUX -

Flyets romp past Redskins: Keith Hay (9) scored tlafdﬁrst two goals and assisted on the last one

Wednesday as Farmington Unified trounced Milfo

don Laczkowski, Louie Powell and Hay
were credited with gingle nasists.

“As you see, we give up some goals,”
Milford coach Gary Johnson said,
adding the Redsking had allowed 124
overall while scoring 40-plus.

Milford {2-21-2) was without its regu-
lar goalic and a couple skaters, all of
whom were sick and uneble to play.

“We were missing two thirds of our
first line,” Johnson said, adding the
Redskins cventually got tired,

“You ean hang in for a while, but
once the dam breaks you're in trouble.
We had some kids playing a lot who
don't play a lot, and that's the way it
goes.”

had a 10-6 ge in

shots attempted in the first period.

But, nside from Hay's first goal nt

10:09, it was frustrated by Milford's
tight defense in front of its own net.

The sccond period was entirely dif

forent as the Flyers outshot tha Red-

Jeff Tosoian (3) had a team-best three assists.

skins, 20-3, and got behind the oppos-
ing defense numerous times for one-on-
one scoring chnnces,

“We just told them to keep it up,”
Harris said. *We had to keep working
hard. (Milford) only had 14 players in
uniform — one goalie and 13 skaters.

“We rolled three linea and played
everybedy. “There's no need to get any
penalties; keep moving the puck, keep
the pressure on,’ and that's what we

. Ploase sce FLYERS, D8

Falcons reach semis
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Farmington cruised to o first-place finish in pool
play Saturday in the Western Lakes Activitics Asso-
ciation volleyball tournament.

But the Falcons ran into a red-hot Livonia
Churchill team in the semifinals at Walled Lake Cen-
tral and were defeated.

Farmington was 6-0 in total pool-play games with
victories over Walled Lake Western, Westland John
Glenn nnd North Farmington.

The Falcons avenged a January loss in the city
tournament with a 16.9, 16-3 victory over their
crosstown rivals, tho Raiders.

“Weo were di inted in our p the last
time we played them, and we wanted to moke up for
that,” Farmington coach Alex Perrin said. “They were
the only team in the conference wo hadn't beaten.
Obviously, we wanted a little bit of rovenge.

“The first game was a really tough game, and we
got the benefit of a couple of questionable calls, to be
fair. Both teams were evenly matched, but we had a
little more firepower than them.”

Farmington made a lot of serving errors in the Jan-

North earns
solid 3rd

in WLAA
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North Farmington had n good perfor-
mance Saturday in the Western Lakes
Activities Assoeintion boys Bwimmi
and diving champlonships,

One might even say it was outstand-
ing, if it wero possible to exclude the
Plymouth-Canton schools.

|| SWIMMING

The Raiders had to be content with
being the best of the rest, finishing a
aolid third in a meet dominated by host
Plymouth Salem and Canton.

Salem ‘won its 10th consecutive
WLAA championship and 16th overall
with an impressive total of 603 points,

Canton was its only real competition,
and the Chiefs were nearly a hundred
points behind with 517, North's tally
was a little more than half that of
Salem at 338,

The Raiders had ono winger = junior
Matt Newman, who won the 100-yard
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u VOLLEYBALL

uary match and played into the hands of North,
which playa consistently and weits for the opponent
to make the mistake, he added.

The Raidera becamo a little discouraged in the sec-
ond game, necording to Perrin, after’Julie Kimmel
served cight straight points at the beginning for the
Falcons,

“That protty much took the wind out of North's
sails, beeause as long as they hung with us they
knew they could,” he said, “Once we got the lend, I

_ think they renlized it would be tough to come back.”

The Falcons sat for the next two hours while
WLAA officials presented all-leaguc awards and they
waited for the Churchill-Central playoff match to be
completed.

Farmington, which defeated Churchill earlier in
the week, lost in the semifinals, 16-5 16-7. The return
of senior hitter Sheiln Gillies from injury — she didn't
play in the previous contest — made a difference for
the Chargers.

*If we hod played well, I don't know if we could

but fall to Chargers.

have beaten Churchill; Churchill played that phe-
nomenally,” Perrin said,

“Churchill started the day slowly but was on a roll
by the time we played. They came charging into our
match, and wa never matched their intensity.

“Even if they had Gillies on Monday, it would have
been a good, tough match, because we played well,
But our serve receive broke down against them Sat-
urdny, and that’s the first time that's happened all
year. That was pretty much the match.”

Churchill went on to defeat regular-scason champi-
on Plymouth Salem in the final; however, the Charg-
¢ra had to forfeit the title Tuesdny for using ineligible
players in the tournament.

Churchill reported itself for using & pair of JV play-
ers who had used up their allotted 18 playing dates
in junior varsity events. '

Kimmel had nino kills and 22 digs in the tourna+
ment; Jocelyn Atkins had 10 kills and eight blocks;
Deanna Gauer had 12 kills, four blocks and seven
digs; Jessica Janowicz and Meghan Young had 11
kills cach, and Young also had 11 digs; Randin
Brown had 41 assists, four kills and 20 digs. Kelsey
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Brary Puoto l"’l'il'k‘ Moonss
Polnt scorer: North Farmington’s Jeff Mataya, who swims the 200-yard freestyle, scored in two
individual events for the Raiders.
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