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Farmington City Councll:
Officials will meet Mon-
day in Chambers at city
hall, 23600 Liberty
Street, at 8 p.m. Agenda
items will include an
update from county com-
misstoner Terry Sever; a
presentation on the new
SWOCC facility progress,
appointments to the plan-
ning and environment
commissions and consid-
eration of an amendment
to the fee schedule at the
Governor Warner Man-
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By TEDD SCHNEIDER
BTAPF WRITER
tschuelder@oe.homecommanet

The virtual city or town-
ghip hall is slowly becoming
reality as most local commu-
nities move to & sccond gen-
cration of on-line presence
that offers everything from a
peck at property tax bills to

handgun permit applica-
tions. Gone ~ almost — are
the days when municipal
Web sites were nothing more
than fluffy PR for elected
officials and collections of
sometimes outdoted, or near-
ly useless informntion.
Coming next in southeast-
ern Michigan will be the

Area communities offer more choices on Web

Btep.

ability to submit permit
applications and other
municipal documents over
the Internet, although local
Web site administratars said
legnl and security issues still
cloud the timeline for that
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Time
change
crowd
says no

B Those who attended a pub-
lic forum held Thursday to

di a later start-time in
Farmington high schools
were largely opposed to the
change, for a variety of rea-
80NSs.

By SUE BUCK
STAFF WIITER
abuck@oe.homecamm.nel

A public forum to discuss the pros and
cons of initiating later start times for
Farmington's three high schools bused
on adolescent sleep time research drew

largely negative responses,

Many nt the Feb. 28 meting held at
the Costick Center in Farmington Hills
of questioned the diatrict's process, the
extent of new local information gathered
and general fiscal responsibility.

Bill Trapp wasa't aware he would be
in the minority, ns somcone who favors
the plan. *I thought to myself, ‘Who
could be against this?.” He noted stu-
dents would be home alone for a shorter
time after schoal.

However, in n tight budget year with

sion.

School board: The Farm-
ington Board of Educa-
tion: School Board mem-
bers will meet at 7:30

p.m. Tuesday in the board
room at the Lewis B.
Schulmann Administra-
tive Center, 32500 Shi-

anticipated cuts, parents wanted to con- -
tinued assurances of small class sizes.
Farmington teachers warried about staff
cuts.

With a switch to the Oakland Athletics
Association this fil, some wondered how

awassee in Farmington.

flexible other districts would be with
The agenda includes a =

Farmington’s later rchedule. But LaVon. —
dn Romey of the co-curricular subcom- ¥

report on the high school
graduation requirement
study, approval of atten-
dance area and carly
childhood study commit-
tee recommendations.

Turn Around Awards: The
Turn Around Program
awards ceremony will be
held at Farmington Hills
Manor Wednesday, begin-
ning at 11:15 a.m. More
than two dozen secondary
students who hLave made
significant positive
changes in their lives will
be honored.

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
Jhubred@oc.homecomm.net
The good news and bad news in David
Haron's life ia that he's d.

Technophite: Farmington Hills resident David Haron considers himself “wired,” betiween his
desktop and laptop computers, Palin Pilot, Blackberry and cellular phone. Home technology
also includes high-speed Internet service and satellite direct television.

Local attorney finds good news,
bad news in being totally connected

whether by voice or computer, Thot
proved critical on Sept. 11, when he and
his wife, Pameln, were waiting to hear
fram their doughter Andrea, a North

Technologically speaking, the nttor-
ney and Farmington Hills planning
commissioner has o wide array of gad-
gets that allow him to communicate,

d who works just a
stone's throw from the World Trade
Center.

*“She got through Lo us on a cell phone
after an hour,” Haron recalled. “Her

KTAFF PUTO BY JOHN STURNZAND

firat words were ‘Daddy, I'm alive.

Son Erik, nlso a North alum, is living
and working in Dublin, Ireland, where
the time difference can moke scheduling
phone calls a little difficult. The family
keeps in touch vin e-mail, which they
can read at their convenience, They've
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Teamwork’s the
key to State of
the Cities event

mittee felt the district could use “cre-
ative acheduling” for extracurricular
activities,

Kristic Boskey, a Farmington High
School junior snid she wasn't willing to
leave enrly from classes scheduled for
the end of the scheol day to participate
in athletica,

“Acndemically, I don't want tn miss
those clnsses,” Boskey snid. “I'm an AP
(advanced placement) atudent and wn in
all honars classes this year.”

Michelle Harris, n teacher and chair of
the committee said the school district is
always looking for ways to improve,

While district administrators had orig-
inally di 1 g fall 2002 impl
tion, the change is now considered fur
the 2003-2004 school year. A committee
charged with examining related concerns
may mnke a recommendation to the
schoal board in April. If that happens,
board members are expected to vote on
the issue in May, well in advance of

Please see TIME, A2

Family portrait
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BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WaITER
h net

Working as a team to
achieve success was the
theme of the recent State of
the Citics brenkfnst.

On Thuraday, the Farm-
ington/ Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerco host-
ed business people, school
and city workers and eleeted
officials from Farmington
and Farmington Hills, who
heard from community lend-
ers about the state of each
community and the school
distriet.

Andrew Haliw, vice chair-
man of the Chamber of Com-
merce, led the event held at

. the Farmington Hills Holi-

day Inn.

“I can't express how well
our chamber has worked
with our communities,” he
naid to the crowd of about
160 people.

The two communities’ may-
ors, city managers and school
lendera apoke nbout what hns
happened in the last year
and what is in store for the

future.

Farmington Hilla Mayor
Nancy Bates said her com-
munity's real estate has a
total value of about 37 bil-
lion. Keeping taxes low for
residents was alwaya in the
plan and is accomplished in
part by the fact that 36 per-
cent of the city's real estate is
commercial.

Low ta.. 1 “allows both
businesses and families to
thrive and prosper,” she said,
adding the important infras-
tructure of the city is the
people who live and work in
it.
*We're a community rich
with good corporate citizens,”
she said.

Farmington Hills City
Manager Steve Brock snid
the Hilla i in “excellent”
shape and noted positive
results were recorded from a
recent random poll of resi-
dents,

“Ninety percent (of those
palled) said the quality of life
was good here,” ho snid,

Plense sco TEAMWORK, AG

STARY PInTo BY Rl BREUR

Line them up: Leah Yurasek organizes photos made by her and sister Jessica.

Art display proves theory of relativity

BY PAUL R. PACE
BTAFY WRITER
ppace@oc.hamecomm.net
While there is no title for the
recent art show ot the Costick
Activities Center, it could casily
be cnlled A Family Affair of Art.
The Piepenburg clan have

their works on display nt the City
Gallery at the Costick Activities
Center, located on 11 Mile Road,
east of Middlebelt,

Artists in residence Robert and
Gnil Piepenburg along with
Gail's two daugh Leah and

works in photography, drawing,
cernmics and more.

*We're kind of excited nbout
this,” anid Gail as she sel up
piecen of the artwork, The dis-
play runs through April 1.

Jessica Yurnack, have submitted

Please see ART, A2




