AMMO for

reviving
America’s
vital signs

usie is bringing people together

ncross the country and around

the world. Benefit concerts and
artistic collaborationa have sprung up
in large numbers to build solidarity,
pay tribute, and celebrate the diversi-
ty of Ameriea since
Sept. 11, People
are using music to
communicate
where words don’t
sulffice. This surge
of performance
activity is helping
peoplo connect,
grieve, and heal, It
ia reviving Ameri-
ca's vital signs.

But reviving the
American spirit
through music is not about saving the
world - it's sbout moving hearts, lift-
ing spirits, and bringing people togeth-
er. This requirea the energy of count-
less visionaries, leaders, musicir 13,
and volunteers who aro breathi  life
into music on local and regiona
stages,

In Southeast Michigan, where arts
presenters abound, and there's an
orchestra serving nearly every city
fram Ann Arbor to Detroit, resources
for crenting artistic collaborations are
in great demand, As a result of the
burgeoning nced for resources both
monetary and human, a team of arts
advocates is coming together to build a
pmfnssmnnl network for lenders of

and musical or
in Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb
counties.

‘The doors to this new era of collegial
communication opened in the fall of
2000 when Gordon Stump, President
of the American Federation of Musi-
unna Detroit Local No. 6, mviwd

and to
bring their perspectives to a good-faith
bargaining session. Stump called the
leaders together to fill the Recd fora
collective agreement that covered
union icians playing in
ty-based and regional orchestras so
orchestras can continue to hire these
musicions at an economically viable,
fair pay level, Who could have imag-
ined that o labar mnnagement negoti-
ation session would open lincs of com-
munieation? ’l‘hrough Stump's initia-
tive, this cxpencnco has mcrcnsud

Darlene
Dreyor

for
between members of the orchestra
family.

Shared challenges

After nearly six months of bargain-

ing, consensus bu|ldmg, nm‘i sharing

, Warren S; Con-

ductor David Daniels concluded that
the musical arganizations might bene-
fit from a little “commiseration” about
tho particular circumstances facing
Southenst Michigan musical organiza.
tions. We arc all cancerned about see-
ing our orchestras thrive and we share
some of the same challenges. Daniels
polled a few of the participants to seo
who would be interested in seeing the
organizations collaborate on an ad-hoe
baais and decided to invito a few
behind-the-scenes friends to lunch to
sec if they needed group therapy, too.
So, what do you get when you mix

some music leaders, a little lunch, and
a few words? AMMO - the Associa-
tion of Michigan Musical Organiza-
tions. The original constituents of
AMMO were orchestras, but the group
has quickly expanded to include a
chorale ensemble and 19th Century
brass band. The consortium encour-
ages invelvement by conducuzm. exec-
utive di
board members, and stail. So far, the
organizations expressing an interest
in participating includo the Birming-
ham-Bloomfield Symphony Orchestra,
Dearborn Symphony Orchestra, Dod-
worth Saxhorn Band, Fort Street
Chorale, Grosse Pointe Symphony,
Livonin Symphony Orchestra, Ply-
mauth Symphony Socicty, Pontiac-
Oakland Symphony, and Warren Sym-

phony Orchestra. Doars are open ta
musical orgnnizations rmm Wnyne.
Onkland, My b, and W
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Visitors might be tempted to

parishioners had in mind
when they fnundud the festi-
val. This year's arts extrava-
gnnzn fem.ures 56 artists

eat some of the displays in the
Festival of the Arta at Nativi-
ty Episcoprl Church in Bloom-
field Township, but organizera
urge restraint. They intended
the platters of edibles as art

features visual art, music
and displays of food
When: 11 am. to 5 p.m,

Church, 21220 West 14
Mile Road, between Lahser | Brewing Co.
and Cranbrook/Evergreen,
Bleomfiald Township
Admission: $3, call

for exhibi-
Festival of the Arts | tion purpos-

es only.
What: Extravaganza Designed

by Chef
Steve Allen,
owner of

Friday-Saturday, March fteve ,ond
8-9, noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, N::i l“nrl\a
March 10 ity Eni Chef Matt

cre: Nativity Episcopal Bronski of

Local Color

clny, wood
m:ulpture, photography, jewel-
ry, and fiber Friday-Sundny,
March 8-10. Festivitica begin
7-10 p.m.'Fridny with harpist
Susan Parce performing at a
reception to meot the artists
and taste some of the edible
art prepared by the church’s
cooking club under the diree-
tion of John Prepolec and the
professional chefs. On Sun-
day, Al Jncquez and Friends
will provide a little spiritual
food for the soul wnh a pro-
gram of gospel music during
the 10:30 a.m. service.
*Twenty years ago members
uf thia amall parish wanted to

in Novi, the
newest com-
ponent of

(248) 646-4100 tho 21at fes-
Highlights tival illus-
M Opening reception to trates the
meet tho artists 7-10 p.m. t"l'i""“ of
Friday, tickets $10 aetiste Alley
M 10:30 a.m. S:;undny and Bronski,
service featuring gospel who carned
ml‘lsic by Al Jacquez and a spot on the
Friends Michigan

Culinary

Olympic team,

Visual art, music, food - fes-
tival chairperson Deborah
Odette thinks tho combination
is what Pastor Tom Stah{ and

the fve gifis of
God with art, music and all
manners of urt," said Odette,
a Troy attarney who previous-
ly worked as curator of an art
collection in New Yark cuy
ofter cm‘nmg a master’s
degred in muscum practices.

“Wo alwaya had loenl art
talent. Parish members are
artists, musicians. The (esti-
val fits in with the character
of the parigh. It's who we are,
a amall parish where overyone
gets involved.”

To ensure the quality of
visual art, Mary Clark Gage
juriud the show that trans.
forms the church, parish hall,
hallways, and classrooms into

e serves up

® an array
of art

Flber art: This sweater by Anastatia Stutcher is one of hun-
dreds of works to be featured at Nativity Episcopal Church durv

ing a three-day arts extravaganza.

a gallery, Gnga has worked as
a director/manager for several
galleries ineluding Sybaris in
Royal Onk and Detroit Focus,
An upper level room offers
affordable art, $50 and under,
not juried by Gage.

Wonderful mix

“The art is excellent quali-
ty,” said Odette. “It's o won-
derful mix of new artists and
people wa've shown before. We
try to do something a little dif-
ferent every year. Blown glass
is new, vessels, vases and bot-
tles hy Alan Swnn I saw his
work in the Birmi

are very colorful, organic
types of shapes, a bowl that
looks like a snail turned
upside down.

*“I'm renlly excited about the
food component and the seulp-
ture, cernmics, jewelry, Max-
ine Gardner's mosaics. She
breaks up ceramics and grouts
them herself. She had a spe-
cial on HGTV lnst year.”

Joanne Goldberg of West
Bloomfield is bringing her
beaded evening bngs, whimsi-
cal dolls and silver jewelry to
the festival. Goldberg uses
tiny needles to recreate vin-

Tem:
ple show last fall. The wurka
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E1nste1n meets Picasso in dehghtful comedy

BY KEELY KALESKI WYGONIK
BTAYY WRITER

countics.
‘The hopo ia that the groups will cre-
ate a channel for cummunicnlmn
of "

net

Steve Martin is one of Amy Lynn
Sm)thﬁ anonln comedinns, and she's
hted to ba directing Picaaso af the

about the ch
and orchestra manngement in Soulh‘
enst Michigan during quarterly meet-

Lapin, a show he wrote.
"l'hc first time [ saw the play [ was
i | by it," enid Smith of Birm-

ings, and a forum for enviai the
future role of the orchestra in loeal
communities. They will share ideas
and resources to economize overhend

Please see DREYER, B2

mxhnm who is getting ready for open.
ing night, Fridny, March 16 at St, Dun.
atan's Thentre Guild of Cranbrook. *it's
incredibly funny and makes you think.”

Picasso at the Lnpin is a comedy
about Pablo Picasso and Albert Ein-

stein — two minds that changed 20th
century — and what might have hap-
pened if they'd met, It takes place in
1804 at Lapin Agile, a famous cabaret
bar in Paris,

“Thero are other pcnplu in the bar,
and you feel Jike you're there too,” said
Smith. You'll meet Freddy the bar
owner and his girlfriend, Gormaine,
who ia nlso n waitresa; Suzanne, a
woman who stapped in hoping to find
Picasso; an art denler; inventor; and
countess,

Smith's goal is to present a play that
is ns insightful aa it is funny, She

wants the audience to realize everyone
can contribute semething that’s cre-
ative and unique,

“Humor helpa you understand com.
plex things like the Theory of Relntivi-
ty,” she said. “Steve Martin has given
us portrayals of Picasso and Einstein
that show their humannesa and silli-
neas, I'm fascinated by the photo of
Einstein sticking out his tongue. They
were real people.”

She also wanta the audience to sce
how everyone contributes to the future
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Sharon ‘Dargay, Editor 734.:953-2054 .

At St. Dunstan's: Scott Mac-
Donald plays Picasso and
Duncan Mein is Einstein, in
Picasso at the Lapin Agile.

sdargny@oe homecomm net’
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