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Hungry for fish? Head to

BY RENEE SKOGLUND
BTAFY WIITER
rkoglund@oc.hemoacomm.net

. Hoppy Anniversary, Plymouth
Fish Seafood Markeot, for §0
.years of serving fish dinners
good enough to ship to the Vati-
can.
. For the past five decades, this
small, storefront restaurant
located in 116-yenr-old building
in Plymouth'a historic Old Vil-
lage has deep-fried, grilled,
baked and sold enough fish to fill
an ocenn, capecially during Lent.
- “Good Friday is our number
one day. It's like our Christmos,”
said owner Vince Toia, who has
owned the restaurant with his
wife, Lori, for the past five yenrs.
Besides serving succulent fish
entrées such as grilled aalmon,
eatfish or awordfish, the Toins
stock over 20 varictics of fresh
fish, as well as crab legs, frog
legs and lobater tails. The fish
arrives three times a week from

Good eats: Tasty treats like fish and chips along with fried scal-

five distributors, including the
Superior Fish Compnny in Royal
Oak,

If you don't seo what you want,
they'll order it.

If you're really hungry for fish
and chips, show up on a Monday.
That's when the popular menu
item goes into its all-you-can ent

lops at the Plymouth Fish Market in Old Village

the Plymouth Fish Market

mode, Endless nmounts of light-
ly battered cod fillets, potatoes
or rice, homemade colealaw and
a roll are a bargain at $7.69,

“The most picces anyone ever
ate was 21, aeid Lori.

“We never saw him again,”
said Vinee. |

Can't make it on Mondny?
Come on Tuesday. That's tho day
Lori puts together her Bajn-Style
Fish Tacos — two tnco shells
stulfed with refried beans, deep-
fried cod; tomatoes, onions, olive
oil and seasonings, and a specinl
cream snuce that goes on Lop.

“It's just fabulous,” said Lori.
We're the owners and we're
always waiting for Tucsdays so
we can eat them.”

Customer Bob Hood of Jack-
son, who works in Livonin, stops
by the Plymouth Fish Market at
least twice a week. They know
his usun! order by heart: Grilled
catfish with redskin

“This is Bob’s catfish,” anid
Lori on her way to
deliver the dish to
Bob. “And it's not
Just any catfish. It's
farm-raiged so it
doesn't taste murky.

“l just love it,”
anid Hood, “I don’t
know what mokes it
80 good. It just melts
in your mouth. I
never had a bod ene
yet.”

Fish and chips

Turning vut grent
fish and chips is a
matter of proper
cooking tempern-
tures and good
ingredients, sai
Vince. It took him
aix months to per-
fect his light and
crispy batter.

“Now our cus-
tomers just love it,”
he said.

If anybody should
know about fish and
chips it's the British,
and Lori bonsts that
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Celebratlon: Vince and Lori Tvia celebrate owning the

food Market for five years now. And

for the past five decades, this small, storefront restau-
rant located in 115-year-old building in Plymoutl’s
historic Old Village has deep-fried, grilled, baked and
sold enough fish to fill an ocean.

transplants from Great Britnin
have become regular customers,

“They get excited about our
fish and chips beeausc it's the
closcst to what they had at
home, except we don't serve
smashed peas.”

The Toins are gencrous with
their servings. When I brought
home two orders of fish and
chips (three pieces of codl), my
husband (a big guy) claimed
there was enough for four meala,
And when Vince stopped at my
table to show off an entrée of
snlmon and redskin potatoes, I
just knew the customer would
necd n take-home box.

Every order of fish comes with
steak fries, redskins, or rice plus
coleslaw and a roll. Lori said the
rice, which is bouillon bansed
with carrots, celery and onion,
has become quite popular and is
“a nice accompnniment to fish.”

Even the homemade coleslaw,
often the make-it-or-break-it

touch when judging n great fish
and chip dinner, has n unique
taste — dill.

“We have people who don't like
coleslaw say they like our
coleslaw. That’s a pretty goud
compliment,” snid Lori,

Lori and Vince make the Ply-
mouth Fish Market a real family
affair, They never dream of o
bigger, grander piace, A smaller
restaurant allows them to have a
“great clientele” and flexibility,
said Vince. .

“It's a casual place. We're not
the dress-up, high-priced place.
We like kids and families,
There's nothing written in rock
here. If a person wants some-
thing different, we'll do it.”

The Toias (he's of Sicilian
decent and she's Italian) also
have a catering business, All
Scasons Catering, which special-
izes in ltalian cuisine. Call (734)
421.3268,

Cigar dinner
is Rouge
fundraiser

An clegant, five-course dinned
fenturing wild game and hand{
rolled cigars will be the highlight
of o Tueaday, March 12, funds
raising event to support the edu-
cational programa of Friends of
the Rouge, the 16-year-old nons
profit environmental organizal
tion that conduets the annunl
Rouge Rescue river clean-up.

The event will include a silent
auction. Tickets are $125 each
and are available by calling (313)
7929900 or on the Friends of
the Rouge Web site, www.ther:
ouge, org. Follow the instructiond
at the “Current Events™ icon. %

The dinner will be at Meris
wethers in Southfield, and will
be preparcd by the restaurant'd
executive chef, Matthew
Barkach. Meriwcthers is at
25485 Telegraph, just north of 10
Mile Rond. Cigars will be provids
ed by Smokers Only of Allen
Park and CAO, Non-smoking
rooms will be available. Cocktails
(cash bar) begin at 6 p.m. and
dinner is at 7 p.m. 4

The dinner and auction wil}
help raise funds to support the
organization’s lﬁhcol~buaed anc!
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cducation programming, includs
ing the nationally acelaimed
Rouge Education Project and the
popular Frog & Toad survey, -

Nearly 35,000 students in
Wayne, Onkland and Washtenaw,
counties have participated in the
Rouge Education Project since it
was established in 1987,

Students monitor the water
quality in the Rouge River. The
Michigan Department of Envi.
ronmental Quality uses some of
the dnta they collect. H

The Frog & Toad Survey is one
of several volunteer projects
offered by Friends of the Rouge.
It nsks volunteers to listen for
the mating calls of frogs and
tonds. The data they collect helps
to identify and protect dwindling
wildlife habitat in tho orea,
Friends of the Rouge wns estab.
lished in 1986 to promote
restoration and stewardship of
the Rouge River.

Rated A+ by the Detroit News
for two consecutive yeors.

"Exceptionally above average
student results,” - swndud & foors
Summary of Ecucational Returns, two years running

The West Bloomfield School District
prides itself on offering outstanding
educational opportunities to all its
students. And now, all Oaklond
County students have that opportunity,

too, free of charge, through a "Choice”
program.

2002 - 2003 School Year
The West Bloomfield School District is

Take a photo of your ugly bath-
room and bring it Into any Mathison
Supply store or mail it to WJR, Ugliest
Bathroom Contest, 3011 W. Grand
Blvd., Ste. 800, Detroit, Ml 48202.

Win A 310,000
Pream Bathroom!

Iy The winner's bathroom will be . SR
. - * upgraded with new fixtures, tile, ﬂfoPf"'E OPP!"-‘OU'J"{ on a space
. icine cabinot and {os available basis for a limited number of

with a value of up to $10,000.
And, be sure to visit the WJR and
Mathison Supply booths at: :

GMC BUILDERS.
HOME & GARDEN
SHOW

COBO CENTER
MARCH 21-24, 2002

openings in grades K-§ for the 2002-03
school year beginning in August 2002,

Call for your application (248) 738-3568

SUBMIT YOUR AFPPLICATION ONLINE @
www.westbloomfield.k12.mi.us

u Alr Massour Massago Bathtub by jason All entrios bece th A

N Bath Cabinotry by Bertch mc;:r:::n! ng‘:nd! APPLICATION.

® Faucats by Harden Aol f‘; ';::;“mhc‘:m - DEADLINE .
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B Tile Tub Surround decision is final. No pur- Weat Gloofictd »

= Installation by J&M Home Improvement chase nacasiary. Winner Sehool Diatrect MARCH 22, 2002
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