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APPLIANCE DOCTOR

Consumers
want energy
efficient
appliances

have written many articles and

spoken many times about the shop-

ping habits of Americans when it
comes to major home appliances. It
was only a year ago when you rea
nboul the projected cost of & new
washing machine reaching $800 plus.
It's beginning to happen, and with
the new technology will come even
higher prices.

The $289 washer will soon become
n thing of the past, and those who
will benefit from this happening are
the service technicinns who repair
them. At least for a while, many
homeowners will opt to have their
applinnces fixed rather than shop-
ping for n current, expensive model.

Paying the lowest possible price
has always been the norm for the
majority of consumers, but there's a
story from Appliance Magazine that
shows a new trend. Consunicrs now
rank encrgy cfficiency as the most
important factor in shopping for new
home appliances, nccording to a
atudy by Madison, Wis. based Pri-
men, an energy market-intelligence
compnny.

In its study Attitudes and Behav-
fors of Residential Consumers about
Encrgy Efficiency, Primen asked 500
households nbout factors affecting
home applinnce purchases and
knowledge of energy issues, Con-
sumers in four U.S. geographic

... regiona atd Californin were asked to

" rank the impact of purchasing deci-
sions on the following factors - fuel
choice (natural gns/electricity), price,
energy efficiency, brand name,
product features, availability and
appearance.

‘The key finding indicates energy
efficiency hns replaced price as the
top appliance purchnsing considera-
tion in the U.S. A majority of US.
houschalds now plan to make an
extra effort to buy energy-cfficient

It in the future ding to

1
the study.

Three-fourths of consumers aaid
energy efficiency was n very impor-
tant factor in purchnaing appliances
during the past year. About 84 per-
cent said they anticipate that energy
efficiency will be a very important
consideration in making future pur-
chasing decisiona.

The survey also showed that con-
sumer attitudes have been shaped by
campaigns aimed at raising aware-
ness of energy cfficiency such as the
U.S. Energy Star labeling program.

Nearly 66 percent of consumers
report they have seen efficiency-
related ndvertising. Roughly one-
quarter of the respondents snid they
would be willing to pny more (16 to
25 percent above the standard
price)for higher efficiency applinnces.

1t is the opinion of this lonely voice
that this new trend toward energy effi-
ciency will equate to the original shop-
ping habit of price being most impor-
tant. I hope to sec one day the trend
move to the most important arca that
s0 many of us desire when buying an
appliance and that is quality.

Ask nny service technician what
they think about the components and
structure of modern appliances and
the life apan they command today

. AFRICAN VIOLET CARE

African Viotets are oasy to grow. Thoy
nead good, bright light and regular feed-
Ing':l and can bloom year-round.

W Light

9 - .
Insuificient light Is one of the major roa-
gons violels won't bloom. They must
have 10 to 14 {no more than 16) hours.
-of bright light per day, but not direct sun.
If edequale natural light Lsn's avallable,
usa twin tube fluorescent lights. -,
ke 5GP Vo&ves tre about10 Tnches™ X
below the tubes, Because viole!s pro-
coss nuttiants In darknoss, thoy need
aight hours of dark per day. .
M Tempearature
70 to 76 dogreos Fahranheit is idoal and
60 to 85 dogrees Fahranhett is tolarated
for short periods of ¥me.
W Humldity .
40 to 50 parcont rolative humidity Is
Ideal. Wick watesing Is Idoal bocause the
plant sits on top of a resorvoir of water.
BPots . . .
Usa plastic or caramic pots, Terra cotta
pots tend to collact salts; hammful chom
cals, and pasts. Don't usé a pot that's -
100 larga. Don't transplant to a.largar pot -
until the roots fl the present pot. Viclats
tond to bloom most when thoy aro'slight-
Iy rool bound. - .
M Fortllizer - Co )
Lack of fartilizor or too infrequant feeding
ara among tha reasons for lack of blos-
soms, Palers 12:36~14 i3 a good source
10 add 10 soil. Mix 1/4 teaspoon per gal-
lon of water and use this mixture each
time you water. Quadruple the blooms
‘with Nature'a Miracle spriniled over the -
top of tha soll every 10 woeks," . ...
W Water . R
Never use water through a softoner,
Keep water room temparature, Keep the
violst molst, not wet. Don't allow plant to
- bacome completely dry. el
-Wiek watering Is @ good technique. =
Placo a nylon wick on the bottom of the
pot with the loose end exterdding out of .,
the pot about 4 Inches. Hang the ioose
end of the wick In a eontainer of fertiliz-
ar/waler mixture (sce above). Nevor lat
the pat touch the water — only tha wick -
should touch tha wator, This keops tho " -
violat watared for two to four waeks °
depending on the size ol the resarvoir.

Viblots need fight, alry soi that won't:
pack hard and allows for easy root

and you are linble to get a
on how they should be made and how
it used to be.

Here are some things to consider
when shepping for home applinnces:

M Cull independent service compn-
nics that repair applinnces and nsk
what they think is the best brand.
Ask what brand hns the lenst
umount of repairs.

M Simple is best. The lesa gadigets you
have, the leas there is to brenk down.

Joe Gagnon can be heard Saturday
and Sunday on 760 WJR, He is o
member and past president of the

. Society of Consumer Affairs Profes-
* sfonals,

Got a question for the Appliance
Doctor? Call him at (313) 873-9789,
or write to him in care of Kecly Kales-
ki Wygonik, Obscrver Newspapers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48160.
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IN bloom

Flower societies host
violet and orchid shows

BY LANA MINt
STAFF WRITER
Imini@oc.homecomm.net

Twenty yeara ago Ingrid Bowman
received a purple African Violet from
her sister-in-law. For fun back then,
ahe pinched off a few leaves nnd tricd
to sprout more plants. She succeeded,

Fast-forward to the year 2002: Bow-
man, of Waterfard, is an active mem-
ber of the Michigan African Violet
Society and her house is filled
throughout with the flowering plants
in shades of purple, pink and white.

For Bowman's fulfilled lifestyle, vio
tets are the perfect flower because
they're grown indoors and are simple
to care for by a busy person.

“I'm n big traveler, but 1 also love
plants so these flowers are wonderful
for me,” Bowman said. “They ean be
wick watered and left for several
weeks at a time”

Low-maintenance flowers that
bloom easily are the trend, but for
some people time isn’t an issue when
it comes to growing their favorito
blossom. The Michigan Orchid Society
flower fans grow the easy and more
difficult plants.

Both the African Violet and Orchid
sociotics are hosting ahows this
month.

Bowman and 20 other violet fans
will host the African Violot Spring
Disploy and Sale 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 30, and 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sunday, March 31, at Matthaei
Botanical Gardens, 1800 Dixbore
Rond in Ann Arbor.

W Whoro to cut the Hawer spike whon it's
“doad”

‘Whon most orchids linish bicoming ithe
spike should bo cut of with a sharp, statile
blade as close to the baso of the spiko as
possible, Of all of the more commonly
availablo orchids, only phalasnopsis (the
moth orchid) will re-bloom from its old
spiko. Phalaonopsis will genarally re-blocm,
given a lito extra cara.

Tha spike shoukd bo cut botwoen tho scar
lott by tha firs! flower and tho last nodo
(swollen, jointod asea on the stom). One of
the lewar will thon initiate a now
spiko that will genorally produce flowars
within oight to 12 wooks. Youngar or woak-
ar plants may not re-bloom.

It s also a good idea to cut the spike oft
entirely by miisummer to allow the plant lo
grow strongly 10 produco next yoar's bioom.
W How often should | wator?

Onco ovary four to seven days, dopending
on the dryness of tha home. Allaw the
plants o appronch dryness and apply suf-
ficlent water so that it dralns (reoly through
the containar. Never aliow the potted plant
10 sit In its own watar.

Floworing plants may require more iro-
quant watering to mako up for the greator
burden of the flowers, Plants will roquire
less watar when not In active growth and
more whila growing.

Incraased lrequoncy of wataring won't
make up lor a poor root system. | roots
ara not plump and alive, repotting may be

HOW TO CARE FOR ORCHIDS

neoded.

Lasily, plants with thinner, sofior foliage
tequire more water than those with hardar,
more succulant leaves. Plants with psou-
dobulbs {(such as dendroblums and catt-
foyas) genorally noed to dry out mora
botwean watering than do thoso without
(such as phalaenopsis),

Do orchids noed to be fertilized while
thoy are In flowor? What tertilizer shoutd |

use?
Yes, it anything, flowering plants need
oxira fartilizer. Plants naod to ba fertliized
with a product appropriate to the medium
in which thay are grown. Plants In a bark-
based mix will need a fertilizar high In
ntirogen {usually In a 3-1-1 ratic), while a
balanced fertilizar will do for )l othors
{usually a 1-1-1 ratio). It in doubt, fertiiiza
with tha same balanced fortillzer you uso .
for your othor contalner planis.
Orchids will do far better with too Uttle fer-
tilizar than with loe much. The old adage,
*Foed weakly, wookly,” is appropriate,
Fertillzo overy week with a dilute solution,
R Whon to repat
‘When fresh rooting activity ia oxpocted
{gonorally In the spring) of is very evident,
generally evory one or two years. Frosh
rooting actlvity is besi shown by the suc-
culont groon root tips on plump while
roats. Often, the main flush of ating
comes from (ho base.

Source; hitp/Mwww.alohaorchid.com/

new._page_9.htm.

Admission is free, but Bowman ree-
ommends attending the show on
March 30 or early March 31 because
plants always scll out.

A week enrlicr, the Michigan Orchid

Socicty will host its Palm Sunday
Show 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday,
March 23, ond neon to 6 p.m. Sunday,
March 24, at Laure) Park Place Mall,
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GARDEN SPOT

My friend, Tina Dupke's, poem is the
perfect introduction to March, She calls
it Winter's Vengeance:

Winter with full knowledge that her .,

allotted time in spent:

With vengeance must have her final ',

fling, before she will relent.

She atwirls her skirts of dark, cold
winds and dances through the night,

And scatters branches on the ground,
in fiendish child delight.

She spiils the rain acroas the sky, then
with her frigid glances,

Cast your ye toward castor bean

Then startled by the morning'’s sun, she wearics of the

game,

claim.

And wrapping herself in diamond robes, relinguishes her

Susan Steinmueller, Editor. (248) 901-2576

A recent week personificd thia poom with all tho anow we
hnd - but wasn't it beautiful! Little by little the weather
will become warmer and we'll be out in the gerden doing
our “thing” until cold wenther once again forcea us inside.

We can plan our gardens now. Two annuals with large,
attractive folinge aro Castor Bean and Elephant's Ear.
Growing both will be an intereating experience.

Whila we wait for spring to really arrive, you might want
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MARTY FIGLEY
In jealous rage at Spring, the land, she icily enhancea,

Interest-
Ing plant:
The seeds
of the
easy-to-
grow cas-
tor bean
contain
castor oil
but the
skin of
the beans
are toxic,




