4C(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/Thursday, March 7, 2002

Maintain grout

) For beauty, durability and ease
‘of cleaning, it's tough to top tile.

e—
: ASK

But it has a

wenkness, the

grout lines,
The grout, a

coment, sand
and coloring
agents, way
crack or chip.
Flexing the floor
{or wall) sup-
porting them is
probably the
major reason.
h Temperature
-changes, an object striking them
or even poor installation also can
‘enuge problems.

. It's important to repair the
‘dumaged grout as soon a8 possi-
‘ble. If left unchecked, moisture
‘ean escalate a small job into a
‘full-blown, tear out and replace-
_ment of the entire floor, wall or
countertop.

Getting to it

* Remove as much of the dam-
aged grout as possible using a
tool called a grout saw. (It may
alse be called a grout rake or

mixture of

M It's important to
repair the damaged
grout as soon as possi-
ble. If left unchecked,
moisture can escalate a
small Job into a full-
blown, tear out and
replacement of the
entire floor, wall or
countertop.

simply a grout-removing tool).
These are inexpensive and avail-
able where tile is sold. Try to
remove the grout down to the
base material. Eye protection is
# good idca for most any job but
essential for this part. Vacuum
the grout chips and dust.

If you are lucky, there will be a
partial bag of dry grout left from
the original application. If not,
take a few larger picces of the
broken grout to help match the
existing color with you when
purchasing new grout, It may be
necessary to mix two or more
colors to obtain a good match.

PETS OF THE WEEK

for love

Mix a small sample rnd let it dry
for several days for comparison.

Mix the dry grout with a latox
ndditive vather than water. This
additive increnses tho bond
strength and makes the grout a
bit more fexible.

Dampen the area and work
the grout in the spnce between
the tiles. As the grout begins to
setup, (about ten minutes or so}
match the shape with the sur-
rounding aren using your finger
or a sponge. I suggest waterproof
gloves if you have scnasitive skin
or the grout has deep color.

When to use caulk

If the broken grout occurred
near dissimilar material such as
a door threshold or shower base
it will likely reoccur. This is
caused by the different expan-
sion and contraction rates of the
materials. It's best to use 4
caulk instead of grout to repair
these arens. Caulks are available
in a wide range of colors that
will closely resemble the grout,

Seat the graut after the dryipg
time epecified by tha sealer man-
ufacturer.

Broken tiles nced to be

ly tiles

replaced, Romove the grout
around the tile (using the grout
saw). Then, with an clectric drill
and a masonry bit, drill several
holes in the tile. Aveid drilling
through the tile into.the baso
material. Use a hammar to
break up the old tile. Hold a rag
over the tile to prevent aplatter
and use care not to damnge the
base material, Scrape away as
much of the old adhesive as pos-
sible. Glue the new tile in place
and re-grout as above.

Harry Jachym, a licensed
builder, teaches construction
trades te high achool students
and s the general contractor for
Habitat for Humanity, Western
Wayne County. Since we all scem
to ask our fathers for repair or
remodeling advice, Jachym
writes “Ask Dad,” a column on
home fasucs ranging from repairs
and maintenance to building
and remodeling projects. He is a
Plymouth resident. Send any
questions or comments to Harry
at askdad@comcast.net or in care
of Susan Steinmucller;, 805 East
Maple, Birmingham, 48009,

Dog of the Week:
Jake is an
adorable and
extremely friend-
ly 2-year-old

iberian
Husky/Border
Collie male mix.
A rescuer found
the frightened
boy h%ing to
cross busy traffic.
This handsome
and smart loving
dog has very

expressive, sweet

when he's given a

blue eyes. As part Border Collie, he's very friendly
and is a natural-born herder who will watch after
children and other pets. Since he gets very excited
‘ection, he might do best living in
a home with older children, He'’s already neutered,
vaccinated and very housebroken and would rather
be in a good home instead of a cage at the shelter. To
give this loving dog a second chance in life ﬁlease

Cat of the Week: Sun-
rise is a 6-year-old
Domestic Shorthair
female with a terrific
personality. This gentle
cat has a fabulous
white coat with black
and tan calico mark-
ings. She loves to be
held and cuddled. Sun-
rise needs a home with
i,'cntle owners as her
ife in the past hasn’t
been easy - she
deserves a family who

GARDEN

Send items for
Kaleski Wygonik,

L M N

consideration in the Gardening Calendar to Keely
Assistant Managing Editor Features, Observer &

CALENDAR

Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, M1 48150, e-mail kwygo-

nik@oe.homecomm.net

GARDENING CLUBS
Redford Club: Meets 7 p.m. on tha first Monday of the month at the
Redford Community Center on Copltal [n the library. Share informatlon
with fellow atten: and offered through
the Federsted Garden Clubs of Michigan which are provided for mem-
bers. Calt Sandy (313) 937-4465 for Club and membership Information,
African Violet Soclety: i3 having Its annual spring display and sale 10
a.m. to 4:30 p,m. Saturday, March 30 and 11 a.nt. to 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 31 at Matthael Botanicel Gardens, 1800 Dixboro Road, Asn
Arbor. No admlssion charge.
Community House Garden Club: At 7 p.m. on Monday, March 11, the
Community House Garden Club from Birmingham presents "Creative
Contalner Gardening,” glven by George Papadells, owner of Telly's
Greanhouss In Troy. Learn how to use both classlc and new plants to
create great contalner gardens. Includes annusls, perennlals, troplcals,
grasses, and even woody plants, Cost s $5 for guests, For more (nfor-
matlon, cafl Pat Jerzy at the Community House at (248) 644-5832.
The Michigan Cactus and Succulent Soclety: The Michigan Cactus and
Succulent Soclaty wlll meet at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 10, ot Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 814 North Campbell, Royal Oak. The toplc
is *How to grow Astrophytum and Aloe Plants,” Guests ara welcome;
there s no charge, For more Informetlon, call Kerry Krivosheln at
(248)524-0227.

CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS
Schoolerat College: Nancy Lindley will taach the Schoolcraft College
class Radiant Roses. “Anyone with at loast six hours of sun a day In
the summer can grow foses,” said Lindley. *You con work around prob-

week class maets 69 p.m. beglnnin

tems like poor soll, but not around the Issue of sun {ight.” Tha five-

tha main rose

g Monday, March 18. Lindley will
and teach

help [
them how to select. fertllize, prune,
culminate with a visit to a rose gard

College (

and produce glorious blooms in the spring and summer. Tho class will

class is $98. For mare Informatlon or to register, contact the

traln and winter protect the plants
ien on Aprll 14, The fae for the

Services deportment at

g
(734} 462-4448. Schoolcraft College is at 18600 Hoggerty Road,
betwaen Six and Seven Mile roads, Just west of 1275 In Livonla.

Wiring networks
connect entire house

(NAPSA) - A growing number of
homebuyers are taking a step into
the future with a new kind of net-
work. While computer networks
are becoming increasingly com-
men, the latest kind of network
connects an entire house.

Today a whole new ficld of reai-

high-speed Intornet gateways,
power home entertainment sys-
tems, carry signals to lighting con.
trol, home security and other sys-
tems ond network all these sys.
tems together,” said Joanne
Edwards, Director, Residential
Mnr!(elipg‘ ol‘Squnn‘! D, aleader in

dential tivity prod in
emerging under the umbrella of
structured wiring, which provid

Sanid Edwards, “To meet the
d for technol

will give her lots of
affection. Because she

is already spayed, vaccinated, and litterbox trained,
she is able to go to a new home today! To bring Sun-
rise home, visit the Michigan Humane Society
Rochester Hills Shelter, (248) 852-7420.,

call Michigan Humane Society Westland Shelter,
(734) 721-7300.
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We're Overstocked So We Have to Move Our Goods NOW!

Welcome to ACORN's OVERSTOCK CLEARANCE SALE
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Fbome Sraditions

Monday thru Salurday 10 am. to 5 p.

3 Affardable Home,Dg:vulJn! & Accessoties
. PNNC S SN

331 5. Main Sircet « Downtown Rochester « 248.650.3265

Window Treatments,
Bedding, Fabrics
Custom Sik Florals
Custom Wood Flaoring
Framed Prints, Lamps, Mirtors
Unigque Accessorles

Deslgn Service Avatlable

m. » Open late Thursday til 7 p.m.

WE CAN PROTECT YOU

Complete
Delivery & i
Installation

Wall Safes
Floor Safes
Gun Safes

v

ADMISSION PARKING
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SEMINARS
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.. 'Don't Miss The
SPRING HOME EXPOD

e

Friday - March8 - 5p.m.-8p.m.

Saturday “March 9 :10a.m. - Gp.m.
y March-10.:10a.m. - 4p.m.
Join us at the
TROY SPORTS CENTER-

E. Big Boaver Rd. at
For more Info, call (248) 4:

Corrponoarsd byt ‘o EXTT

N.W. coener of John R In Troy
35-7350 o www.team1270.com

FoR LiowTeT

the of basic whale-
house distribution of voice, data,
and video with options to add
maore functions later on.

Structured wiring allows literal-
)y hundreds of activities to bo com-
bined and networked with ane
integrated wiring system to give
homeowners incredible options
and flexibility.

Homebuyers who want to take
advantage of technology and
increase a home's re-salo value in
the future should consider struc-
tured wiring as an affordable
aptien.

Ten years ago, so-called "home
network systems” were nsive,
difficult to install and sometimes
required special applinnces or
source equipment, Today struc-
tured wiring systems are consid-
ered more affordable and do not
require sny pro!grnmming or 8ys-
tema i or installati

growing d Y
new homes need to have the
infrastructure to deliver high-
speed connectivity and network.

g,

For example, the Multi-Link
Structured Wiring System {rom
Square D offers whole-house
infrared remote control. This
allows consumers to watch tho
muoster bedroom TV set and, with- .~
a universal remote, be able to view
and operate any plece of video
equipment located in the family
room media center,

Additional uses, such as multi-
room audio, closed circuit TV-s0
consumers can see who's at the
front door or check.on the baby
from any TV set-and security com-
ponents can be added through an
open architecture that accommo.
dates other manufacturer’s struc-
tured wiring componenta.

A standard upgrade would

ma
The current wave of interest in
this approach is sparked by bath
the Internet and a number of tech-
nolegical developments.
*Today's homeowners want new
homes to be able to connect to

BATHTUBS I

CERAMIC TILE

ngazr * Remodel » Reglaze
Nadion's Okdest And

include voice, data and video capa-
bilities. Premium upgrades would
include add-ons for audio, closed
circuit TV, or home automation.

To learn more, viait the Web site
at www,squared.com/multilink.

THE AFFORDABLE SOURCE OF EXOTIC WOOD FLOORING

@Woods of the World

Whchigan's Original €xotic Floor Company

Over 100 Specles

Borders * Medallions *

Custom Designs 8. Installation Avallable

+ Australlan Cypress * Jarrah
« Santos Mahogany
+ Birdseye Maple « Tiger Maple
« Mesquite + Andiroba
+ Mandioqueria * Leopardwood
* Bloodwood * Machiche

SHOWROOM HOURS:
10 am-6 pm Mon-Fii » 10 am-2 pm Saf

inlays *» Feature Strips

(e

2295 East Lincoln ¢ Birmingham

48-646-2422

www.woodsoftheworld.com
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