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ceremony from page Al

orees, who attended with their
parents and the school teacher
and counselors who nominated
them, Three students were
gelected from Warner, Power
and Dunckel Middle Schools,
Farmi North Farmi

-and Harrison

TI'vo got two kids. It's time to do
something.',” sho said, ndding
she’s getting her education for
herself, “It’s to show myself I can
doit.”

She credits her mother, Dawn,
and teucher Terry Leland with

High Schools,
tho Alternative
‘Academy and
-the Adult Edu.
cation

pro-
gram,
At age 25,

Adult Educa-
tion student
Angela Pricbe
admitted to o
little embar-
rassment at
‘being the old-
cest Turn
+Around award
‘winner. But
‘she also
coxpressed ' o
"deep sense of pride at having
: changed her life for the better by
- going back to get her high school
education, which was interrupt-

Pep talk: John Herrington
offered words of congratu-
lation and encouragement
to the students.

helping her
achieve suc-
cess. Angeln
plans to attend
Onkland Com-
munity Col-

lege after
graduation,
and “sec where
1 go from
there.”

Road to
success

Every stu-
dent at Tues-
day's ceremo-
ny had a simi-
lar success
story. Some
overcame very serious personal
obatacles, others put more cffort
into their studies. All improved
their attitudes, behaviors and

ed by the birth of her daugh
Marissa and Alexandria.
“I thought, ‘I'm 25 years old,

2

level of achi t — traveling
a road to success that keynote
gspeaker John Herrington

ooming with pride: After the cvent North Farmington

“student Amy Gibson

son carries her award.

carries away her flowers, which
were donated by Thrifty Florist, and dad, Stephen Gib-

STAYY
Community’s pride: Dunckel Middle Sch
Ryan Martino makes his way across the stage, shaking

I’l 2 L Ilu'.\ LR
ool student

hands with Farmington Hills Mayor Nancy Bates
(foreground), Farmington Mayor Jim Mitchell and
Board of Education President Cathy Webb.

believes they'll atay on, because
of what they've already nccom-
plished.

The much-beloved and (re-
quently honored Harrison High
football conch snid he knew just
how hard it was to change habits
ond life-styles, beeause he'd been
on countless diets through the
yeara. And he knew the change
had to come from within.

“There might have been some
outside influence that helped you
change, but to make a turn
around has to be from you,” he
said, *It’s o very difficult thing to
cdo. You made the decision to get
on the road to success. You made
it happen.”

Herrington related two storica
" ¢

old crowd.

He made o poor decision and
landed in jnil, losing his scholar-
ship.

“It's very hord to turn yoursell
around, nnd sometimes it's easy
to falt back,” he said. “That's not
going to happen to you.”

Herrington left students with
a quote from the back of his tie,
which was adorned with football-
playing characters from the
Peanuts cartoon series: 1 don't
want to be a hero, just a credit to
my team.”

Farmington Schools Superin-
tendent Bob Maxficld, Farming-
ton Public Snfety Director Gary
Goas and Observer Publisher
Susan Rosiek all congratulated

from

that of ¥

for having the courage

n defensive end who was chided
by a teammate for not putting in
any effort on the field and
turned himself around to become
a key part of a Harrison victory
at the Silverdome during the
state championships. The former
Hawk is now n successful busi-
nessman.

Another player who came to
Harrison from Boys' Republic,

achicved success with a lot of

natural talent and carned a

scholarship to the University of

Arizona, but then fell in with his

-
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to change, each expressing a dif-
ferent view of success, But for
Pam and Frank Migliore, who
live at opposite ends of Onkland
County but came together. to
satch Matthew walk across that
stage, it was defined quite sim-
ply.

“He'a on his wny down the
right path, and he's werked hard
and aeccomplished his goals,”
Pam said. “We're very proud of
him, and it's great to see he's ns
happy and confident and suc-
cessful as he's been.”

House votes to let

boards end

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS BERVICE
mmnlutt@homecomm.not

Although state representatives
voted to end a five-year ban on
cell phones and pagers in
schools, the final version was
“watered down” cnough to make
the bill sponsor angry.

Rep. Wayne Kuipers (R-Hol-
land) complnined that House Bil)
4991 had been changed, to allow
the ban to continue in districts
where school boards do not want
to adopt n policy regulating “per-
wonal communication devices,”
before it was passed Wednesday,
Feb, 27. His origino] draft would
have required cach district to
craft its own policy.

“We were trying to give them
local control,” he said. “But there
are o lot of boards that don't
want to deal with the issue. It is
easy to hide behind a state policy
and say, ‘There is nothing we
can do about jt.” We wanted
them to step up and addrese the
isgue.”

The ban on pagers and cell
phones was adopted in 1998
when students in some districts
were uaing them to arrange drug
deals. “It's a different dny now, a
new century,” Kuipers said.
“Some parents give their chil-
dren these devices to keep track
of them after school and for
emergency reasons.”

phone ban

Kuipers expects that school
bonrds will adopt policies ban-
ning use of the cell phones io
clnss or during the regular
school day. The current stote-
wide ban would not cven nllow
students to carry cell phones in
their backpacks for use aftor
school. .

The initial request for an end
to the ban ecame f{rom
Clarenceville Schools Superin-
tendent Tom Tatten, who
explained parents there wanted
their children to hove phones so
they could call parents to be
picked up when after-achool
activities concluded. .

Rep. MaryAnn Middaugh (R-
Paw Paw) offered an amendment
that would leave the state ban in
place unless school boards adopt
loca) policies segarding their use.

“The change was spurred by
school principals who didn't
want the responsibility of creat-
ing their own policy in the
absences of a state law,” accord-
ing to the House Republican
Communications office. -

“Local school bonrds and Par-
ent Teacher Associntions are
where decisions like cell phone
usage aught to be fought,”
Kuipers aaid. “I'm disappointed
that some school administrators
want local control only on their
own terms.” -

More businesses than ever;
comply with tobacco rules:

During the week of Feb. 28, a
15-ycar-old decoy was used by
the Farmington Hills Police
Department to cheek businesses
to make sure they are in compli-
ance in regards to tobacco sales
to minors. .

Under the direction of two
detectives, the girl attempted to
buy tobacco at 96 Farmington
Hills businesses. Seven of the
busi sold to her. A di
to Farmington Hills Police Chief
William Dwyer, this is the low-
est percentage of sales since the
compliance operations began in
1998. Thirteen businesses were
cited last year.

The seven that sold tobacco ta

the underage decoy were
Marathon, 29240 Ten Mile;
Mobil, 29411 Middlebelt;
Marathon, 27745 Orchard Lake;
Mohil, 33350 Twelve Mile; Suno-
co, 29370 12 Mile; Kmart, 30800
Orchard Lake; and 7-Eleven,
28318 Orchard Lake. .
All the sellers were issued mis-
demeanor tickets for the sale of
tobacco to a minor less than 18
years of age. The city ordinance
requires that sellers verify the
photo identification of anyone
they believe under the age of 27.
The penalty for sale to a minor is
90 days in jail and/or a fine up to
$500.
By Paut R, Pace
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