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Vermont upset in tourney

The University of Vermont was
upsaet by Maine in the aemifinals of
the America East Conference men's
basketboll tournament Sunday, 61-69
in overtime. :

The top-seeded Catamounts were
co-chnmpions of tho AEC during the
regular season but fell short in their
attemmpt to earn an automatic bid to
the NCAA tournament by winning
the conforence tournament.

The loss more than likely ends the
college carcer of senior forward
Trevor Gaines (Farmington Hills)
unless Verment should receive an
NIT bid.

“The loss hurts so much because of
how much I love this team and the
way they nover quit,” UVM coach
Tom Brennan aaid. “But each of us
ean hold his head high and say he
was part of the best Vermont bosket-
ball team in the 102 years we have
played the sport.” !

Gnines, who was called the “heart
and soul of the team” by T.J. Sorren-
tine on Friday in accepting the Kevin
Roberson America East Player of the
Year Award, finished with 20 points
and 12 rebounds for hia 17th double-
double of the senson to catablish a
new UVM single-senson record. The
Inte Roberson, who twice had 16, in
1990-91 and 1991-92, held the provi-
ous mark,

The Cntamounts fell to 21-8 on the
senson, a campaign in which they
broke the achoal-record for victories
that lind stood for 55 scasons,

The fith-seeded Maine Black Bears
(12-17) will play No. 2 Boston Univer-
sity for the chnmpionship Saturdny at
Mntthews Arena in Boston.

Vermont reached the semifinals for
the first time since 1992 Ly defenting
No. 8 Stony Brook in the quarterfi-
nals Fridoy, 74-69.

Gaines, 8 unanimous sl-AEC selec-
tion who led the conference in
rebounding, had 16 points and 11
rebounds.

Brennan, the AEC Coach of the
Year, received the same award from
the Nationnl Associntion of Basket-
ball Conches for the New England dis-
trict, making him eligible for the
natiounl honor.

FHHA registering players

Farmington Hills Hockey Aasocia-
tion is accepting registrationa for new
plnyers for the 2002-2003 fall/winter
scason. Regiatration forms are avail-
able at the information desk ot Farm-
ington Hills Ice Arena on Eight Mile
Road, For more information call (248)
478-8193.

FHHA also will host the Michi
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Not only did the Tri-Farmington gymnastics team
achiove o major goal Saturday, it did so with great
acclnim and sot itself up for a potentially big finale
this weckend.

Tri-Farmington won its first regional champi.
onship since the Farmington schools orgnnized into a
unified team by defeating two of the best in thoe state.

Coach Jeff Dwyer's squad posted a team-record
score of 148,756 at Hartland High School. Western
Lakes Activitics Aasociation ck i igh was
second {146.36) and the host Engles third (146.35).

“(Winning) was our goal going in,” Dwyer said. “We
knew it would be between Brighton, Hartland and
us. We just had a great mect, one of our best meets of
the year.

“Everything was going our way. We stuck beam
and had our highest score ever. We had one of our
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highest floor scores, and we were solid on bars and
vault.”
Furthermore, Tri-Farmington’s team tatal was the
best of the four regional winners, Portage Unified
"
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regional, I think we would've becn at least 147.

*“I wouldn't care if we had won with 140, It's all rel-
ative. (The bigh score) fires up the team. Wo have n
1ot of confidence guing into this weekend. Tho fact is
that we won.”

Tri-Farmington hopes to add the state champi-
onship Fridny at Rockford High School near Grand
Rl‘lpids."l'lm team comwtition takes place that night

had 143.6, Northville-Novi 147,83 and Roch
Adnms 147.85.

While that would make Tri-Farmington a mythieal
top sced going into the state final, cach mect is differ-
ent in terms of judging, and the scoring is nll relative,
according to Dwyer.

“You take the scores when they come your way,” he
said. “I think we had some higher scores than usual,
but T think the eutcome (order of team finish) would
be the same.

“We hove been averaging 146-plus, so it's not diffi-
cult to sec that we could ndd another point. At any
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Tourney time: Harrison senior Jeff Ross plans his next move in the face of some aggressive defense
by West Bloomfield’s Zach Hilbers. The host Lakers won the district tournament game, 52-40.

y the individual event finals on Saturday.
“Do I think we'll acore 148,7 at the state meet?”
Dwyer snid. “No} But do I think we have a chance ot
winning state? Yes!”

A number of Tri-Farmington gymnasta aro veter-
ans of the state meet, The team was third last year
and sixth two ycars ago, 80 it's not a new experience
for them,

“Anything can happen on Friday night,” Dwyer
said, “We're just working on ataying ealm, taking
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Lakers
bounce
Hawks
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West Bloomfield exccuted its game
plan perfectly and parlayed that effort
into n 62-40 victory over Farmington
Harrison in a boys distriet tournament
basketball game Monday.

“
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The Lokers (14-6) advanced to o sec-
ond-round game on their own floor
Wednesdoy night against Farmington.

Conch Larry Moore's strategy called for
West Bloomficld to take away Harrison's
poat-up offense and have a patient
approach itaelf affensively.

“Phyasienlly, they're a lot bigger and
stronger than we are inside,” Moore snid.
*“We had to work on a few things Sunday,
and we concentrated on stopping their
inaide game. R

“We stuck to the game plan, and it
worked out for ua.”

2 Senior Matt Elsey scored 14 points to
oo lend the Hawks (11-10), but the Lakers
focused on stopping the combination of 6-
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Raiders shoot their way into title game
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Amateur Hockey Association Michi-
gan Cup Midget A state finals this
weekend atarting at 5:30 p.m, Friday.

YMCA Stingrays signup

The Farmington Family YMCA
Stingray swim team is registering
swimmers for its “Spring Tune-Up,” o
competitive swim program that runs
from Mondny, April 8, through Fri-
dny, May 31.

Team participation ia open to any-
one between the ages of 6 nnd 18,
Participants do not need to be YMCA
members during the Spring Session
only. Depending on ability, partici-
ponts will awim cither at the YMCA
or local high schoot poola.

For more information, call Cathy
Warnick at (248) 563-0278 between
the hours of 8:30 n.m. and 8 p.m,

Coaches soccer clinic

The Michigan State Youth Soccer
Associntion witl host a soccer conches
clinic on Saturday, March 9, at Total
Soccer in Wixom, located on the
southenst corner of Pontine Trail and
Wixom roads.

All recreational conches are wel-
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Simply stated, it was one of those

and senior Mike Leach ndded nine.

basketball games when everything was
folling just right, in this case, for North
Farmington,

Specifically, it was the many three-
point shota by the Raiders that were
falling Wednesday in a Class A distriet
tournnment gome at Weat Bloomfield
High School,

North started making them early
ngainst Bloomficld Hills Lahser and
connected on 11 of 23 while racking up
a 72-58 victory,

The Raiders (11-10) advance to the
championship game and will play the
host Lakers (16-6) at 7 p.m. Friday.

North junior Marcus McComb made
five three-pointers, seniors Earle Hig-
gins Jr. and Jason Neal two apiece,
senior Scott Bernstein and sophomore
Gary Kennedy one ench.

McComb and Neal finished with 19
points apiece to lend the Raiders. Hig-
gins acored 10 of his 12 in the first hall,

“I thought we shot better than we
normally do, but the kids took some
uncontested shots and didn't force
many,” North conch Tom Negoshian
said. “Wo were the moving the ball and
hitting the open man.”

North's good ghooting - the Raiders
made 20 of 45 shota overall for 44 per-
cent ~ wasn't something for which he
could take credit, Negoshinn added.
His team had & hot night and tho game
unfolded in a fortunate way.

“It just happened,” Negoshian said,
“Marcus had some good locks and shot
the bali well. We knew {Lahscr) would
bo going zone and they had a solid big
kid in the middle. It would be hard for
us to attack him.

“Somo days you're a hero and some
dnys you're not as a coach.” -

North made a 16-0 run in the first
quarter, holding Lahser scoreless for
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Sharp shoot-
er: Senior
guard Jason
Neal scored:
19 points, as
did junior
Marcus
McComb, to
{ead North
Farmington
to a 72-58 vic-
tory over
Bloomfield
Hills Lahser
Wednesday in
a district
tournament
basketball
game at West
Bloomfield.
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Mercy reclaims district tournament throne
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come. The cost is $10. Instr

Fnrmimltmn Hil]s ‘l'\lercy is oneo again a district
ion in voll

drills and technical and tactical
idelines will be add d. Visit the

website at www.msysa.net or call

(248) 567-8220, ext. 201, to enroll.

Hurons win soccer title

While outscoring their opponents,
41.17, the Hurons won the under-19
girla varaily division at the Soccer
Zone.

The members of the Hurona team,
conched by Steve Montgomery, are
Lina M -y, Linda M y
and Danielle Lewis, all from Livonia;
Ericn Rose, Joyce Rose and Kristen
Pictela, Farmington; Rachel Perry,
Cnnton; Lauren Lobert and denna
Bakhtinn, Wnlied Lake,
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but the Marlins won't be con-
tent to let their post-scason success end there,

The Marlins regained the district title they lost to
Farmington a year ngo by avenging that loss Saturday
in the final of the Class A tournament nt Berkloy.

Mercy i hoping for a remntch tonight with Catholic
League rival Birmingham Marian in the regional at
Troy Athens. )

But conch Ed Ruhl's team must got past Walled
Lake Central in a first-round gome at 5 p.m. before it
would see the Mustangs in tho final,

“Hopefully, no team can beat us six times in o row,”
Ruhl said. “But that's what I snid before the fifth time.
Beating Marinn is ane goal we haven't achieved.”

Regaining the district crown - the Marlins had won
11 straight until Inst year — was a Mercy objective from
the atart of tho senson.

Afler broezing past Southfield in a semifinal, 16-2,
16-2, Mercy had a much tougher match with Farming-

ton but prevailed in two games, 15-12, 15-12.

Rovengo wasn't n motivating factor, Ruhl said, since
the Marlins had played the Falcons in a scrimmage
match and defeated them in the January city tourna-
ment.

“Overall, we had the horsepower,” Ruhl said. "I think
we have more hitters - not better hitters but more hit-
ters who put the ball away = nnd Tessn (Kuykendall) is
in a clnss by herscll. She should be a legitimate all-
stater,” .,

The 6-foot-3 junior middle had seven kills and four
blocks in the finnl. Her two-match totals were 11 and
scven, respectively.

Anne Roosevelt had nine kills, 12 aces and six digs
in the tournament; Kristin Loridas had 11 kills, one
solo block and six accs; Stephanie Yubnsz had 11 digs,
and Sarah Larson had five digs in the final,

In tho first game, Farmington tatlied from a 4-0
deficit to take o 7-4 lend with six straight sorvice

pointa by Julie Kimmel. .

The Marlins got within two, 8-6, and then took n 14-
81lend. Roosevelt served five in u row and Larsan three.

But the Falcona refused to fold as Kimmel served up
four consecutive points before n Kuykendall block won
the serve back and a Farmington hitting error ended
it

“T'he difference in the match was they had n short
serve and we didn't adjust,” Farmington coach Alex
Perrin said, .

“When you're giving away 3-4 points a game to the
short serve, that's an ohvious difference in a match liko
that.”

Kimmel started the second game serving three
points, including two aces. Mercy came back to claim
leads of 7-3, 9-6 nnd 14-9,

Agatn, Kimmel kopt her team in it. After the Faloony
forced two sideouts with tho game on the line, she
served three in n row.

Kuykendall won back the serve with a kill, and the
match onded with a Farmington block going out:of




