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Officials envision FTC, Civic partnership

By JoN; HUBRED

BTAFF WRITER ‘
Jhubred@ce.homecomm.net

" Farmington city and school
officials have no trouble pictur-
ing a brand new cooperative
relationship between the faeili-
ties they’ve renovated and
expanded for use by local busi-
nesses.

“The potential is limitless and
the space is fabulous,” said
Farmington Schools Superinten-
dent Bob Maxfield at Friday's
grand re-opening of the Farm-
ington Training Ceater on
Thomas Street.

Maxfield could casily see a
business hosting an initinl gath-
ering at the Farmington Civic
‘Theatre, a city-owned facility
that reopened last year after
extensive remodeling, then mov-
ing to the Training Center for
break-out sessions. “I believe in
a short time, there’ll be thou-
sands of people coming through
these doors.”

With some funds set aside in
the district’s last bond referen-
dum and some capital fund
money, the district put a new
fuce on the time-worn facility,
creating meeting  spaces

designed to cater to the busi

In fact, F: Mayor Jim

community. Rooms can accom-
modate groups of 10 to 150 por-
ticipants, and the facility offers a
variety of multi-medin equip-
wment, including a computer lab
equipped with 17 Dell computers
and an Epson data projector.

Room rates range from $100°
$300 for a half-day to $176-600
for a full day.

Groups can engnge the ser-
vices of o variety of area cater-
ers. However, if catering services
aren’t used, attendees could
patronize downtown coffee shops
and restaurants.

Mitchell hopes they do, |

Mitchell sces the fucility ns a
real boon to re-development in
the city, which is nearly built
out.

“I'm amazed. 1 really am,” he
said before Friday's ribbon cut-
ting ceremony. “I think tho com-
munity as a whole will benefit
from this facility. Redevelopment
is reatly in our future, and this is
one of those facilities we can
point to.”

Parking issues?
While the Training Center

may draw hundreds of people to
an event, parking s somewhat
limited.

Curriculum Director Jorry
Fouchoy, who is nlso serving s
the FTC Building Manager, sald
tho Center has hosted up to 230
peaple. Ho encouraged car pool-
ing for the largest event.

There are 180 parking spaces
on sito; 20 wera added lagt sum-
mer, he said. Additional parking
is availnble in a city lot located
on Orchard, the former U.S, Post
office site.

That's not too far a walk,
nccording to Fouchey. “It's less
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than you'd travel at Twelve Oaks
Mall.”

Maxficld said with larger
ovents, “We've had to nlert
(Farmington Public Safety Direc-
tor) Gary Goss to be a little
patient with ua,”

Down the read, he said, the
city and echool district might
want to look at a joint venture to
ereate a parking structure of
some kind. The district has also
had o positive, cooperative rela-
tionship with the First United
Methodist Church on Grand
River. R

Farmington City Meneger
Frank Lauhoff sces the confer-
ence center sctting as a welcome
and positive addition becauss it
will bring people downtown.

Though the city has promoted
the use of the historic Civic The-
atre on Grand River as a “confor-
ence center,” Lauhoff was realis-
tic about the situation.

“The theatre is limited. It is
permanently a theater,” he said,
adding the Civic is a great venue
for presentations and concerts,

During o tough budget year,
Maxfield said he would consider
using the FTC for board retreats
as was done in the past. Recent-
ly these retreats were held at the
Doubletree Suites Hotel in Novi.

*It (the FTC) is more comfort.
able than it used to be,” Maxficld
said,

- Staff writer Sue Buck con-
tributed to this story

Red Cross
chapter ,
celebrates by
recognizing
volunteers

The Southeastern Michigan
Chapter of the American Red
Cross is celebrating Red Cross
Month this March by recognizing
some of the thousands of people
who have helped our community
this year through the Red Cross.

Thanks to the help of some
15,000 voluntecrs in Wayne,
Ouakland and Macomb counties,
the local Red Cross was able to:
provide relief to over 1,700 fami-
lies atruck by disnater; train tens
of thousands in lifesaving skilla
such as firet-aid, CPR and water
safety; help local military fami-
lics communicate during emer-
gencica; facilitate blood drives
and much more.

“Many people don't realize
that most Red Croas work is
done by local volunteers in local
communities, and is funded by
voluntary contributions from
local citizens and businesses,”
sanid Rose Hirsch, Director of
Volunteer Services for the
Southenstern Michigan Chapter,

“We certainly would like te
encourage those intercsted in
community service to use ‘Red
Cross Month' a8 & time to consid-
ar volunteering for the Red
Cross.”

Each year, the President of the
United States, the honorary
chairman of the Red Cross, pro-
claims March “Red Cross
Month.” The tradition began in
March of 1943 with a declaration
by President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt in vesponse to the need to
raire money for the War Fund.

Today, the Southcastern
Michigan Chapter has a need to
raise money that is greater than
ever in its history.

After the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, Americans poured out
their hearts — and their pocket-
books — to asaist those affected
by the attacks., Becnuse the
financial contributions are dedi-
cated to victims and survivors of
the attack, many local Red Cross
chapters are facing budget
crises. Tho economic recession
has hurt fundraising cfforts aa
well.

For these reasons, the South-
onstern Michigan Chapter is
encouraging people to consider
“Red Cross Month™ na o time to
financially aupport the chapter
o that it can continue to provide
the necessary services to the
communitics it scrves,

The American Red Cross of
Southenstern Michigan is the
organization that turna caring
into action by providing disaster
reliof and helping people pre-
vont, prepare and respond to
emergencics.

To make a financinl donation
to the Red Cross, or to sorve ns
volunteer, call: 313-484-2740 or
visit our Web aite at www.sem-
redeross.org



