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County, state deal produces funds for road project

BY DAN WEST
BTAY? WRITER
dwest@oc.homecomm.net

County and state officials
reached a teatative deal that
may end a 45-yoar-old dispute to
finance much-neoded traffic
relief for motorists on North-
wostern Highway and Orchard
Lake Road.

Once a formal deal is signed,
design work and rights-of-way
purchasing can begin and con-
struction on the first phase of o
$100 million projoect in West
Bleomficld and Farmington Hills
could begin in two to four years,

“No deal is signed yet, but it's
encournging that all the parties
involved are talking,” snid Craig
Bryson, spokesman for the Road
Commission for Onkland Coun-
ty. “We want to see something
done to improve tho traffic situa-
tion there.”

A tentative pact was reached

recently after months of talks
among representatives from the
road commission and Michigan
Department of Transportation,
Onkland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson and State Rop.
Marc Shulman, a West Bloom-
ficld Ropublican who is the
House Appropriations Chair-
man.
“This wholo thing has dragged
on for so long, but the only thing
that’s changed has been the
incrense in traffic,” Patterson
said. “We had to break the log
jam and we finally did it.

“There's a light at the end of
the tunnel for the motorists who
travel in that aren.”

According to Shulman, the
deal calls for $40-$45 million in
immedinte funding from various
state and county sources for
design, property purchase and
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construction of the project's first
phase.

Thia phase involves turning
the intersoction of 14 Mile,
Northwestern and Orchard Lake
intc a roundabout, a circular
route that controls vehicle move-
ments to the three roads without
traffic lights, Also, phase one
plans would resurface and
expand Orchard Lake Road into
a six-lane boulovard between 14
Mile and Maple, and improve
the intersections with both
roads.

“This nlone would relieve 70-
76 percent of the traffic conges-
th;n in that aroa,” Patterson
sald.

The rest of the story

The rest of the project entaila
expanding 14 Mile and Maple
between Orchard Lake and M-5.
These elements would be com-
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pleted later, but Shulman snid
once work begins, he hopes
momentum builds to find the
money to complete the ontire
project.

“Once you get something liko
this going, others will contribute
money to get this done onco you
show how everyone is commit-
ted,” Shulman said. .

This deal comes on the heels of
a lengthy feasibility study coor-
dinated by West Bloomfield
Townahip, city of Farmington
Hills, MDOT and tho road com-
mission, This recontly completed
engincering study produced
plans for the entire $100 million

roject.

If finnlized, this deal would
conclude a 45-year legal spat
over Northwestern Highway
between the road commission
and state highway officials.

Back in 1967, rond commission

filos indicate it made n deal with
state highway officials to con-
struct o $37 million extension of
Northwestern from Eight Mile to
1.8, 28 in Fenton, howaver, the
road expanded only to Orchard
Lake Road, just past 14 Mile.

The state sold $26 million in
bonds toward financing the pro-
ject, but the state and county
disputed which organization is
responsible for repaying the debt
on the bond sale,

The county paid some money
toward the project, but tho party
agreed Northwastern would
remain a state trunkline.

This led to a serles of court
actions.

In 1862, plans changed to
extend Northwestern to end at 8
would-be expanded route of I.

276,
In 1988, MDOT nnnounced
plans to expand Nortliwestern

from Orchard Lake to Haggorty
for $26 million. Development in
the arca, opposition by residenta
and court actions halted these
plans,

The state continued to car-
mark $26 million for o North-
westarn project, but held jt. This
was in responso to rond commis-
sion threats to sue the state
again, sccking a judge’s order to
impose contract terms approved
by both sides in the 18508 and
60s.

Meanwhile, Orchard Lako has
turned into one of the Oakland’s
busieat and roughest roads,
fueled by traffic pouring off
Northwestorn.

Adding to the bumpy road,
Bryson aaid rond commission
officials planned minimal repairs
to Orchard Lake for years in
anticipation of a major project.

Clarenceville scheduling awaits
final approval on next agenda

By JoNT HUBRED
BTAFF WRITER
Jhubred@oc.homecomm.net

Block scheduling will become n
reality at Clarenceville High
School, but not until the School
Bonrd's next meeting.

Board members decided to
place approval of a plan created
by school staff members on their
March 14 consent agenda. That
list of non-controversial items is
usually passed with one motion.
Board chair Matthew Boettcher
explained the delay would give
fellow board member Gary Gar-
rison time to get a few questions
answered.

Garrison expreased general
support for the idea and made
the motion to give the plan ten-
tative approval, after a team of
teachers and Principal David
Simowski presented
Clarenceville’s own version of
block, which is n hybrid of two
established programs.

“Well over half the stafl were
involved in bringing us to this
point,” Simowski said. “We own
it, nnd what we are going to pro-
pose to you tonight will work,
becauso the staff created it.”

Committee chnirperson Cindy.
Raby, who teaches social studics
and was once a Clarenceville
student, said the switch to
longer “blocks” of class time
reflects what she's always
known, “I believe this district
holds children as their number
one priority. I believe this school
district removes the distractions
and barriers to help kids learn,”

As they studied this issue over
the past three years, explained
music teacher Troy Nelson, staff
members decided to create a
plan that fit their school,

“We've taken a number of dif-
ferent models and made it our
own,” he said,

A hybrid

The staff has combined ele-
ments of the “Alternating 8
Block,” a schedule that desig-
nntes odd and even numbered
blocks of class time for different
doys during the week, and *4 x 4

H The advantages are
that half the students
wiil have four classes a
semester and half who
take advantage of the
‘skinnles’ will have
five, still fewer than
the six classes for
which the students are
currently responsible.

of elective classes.

Nelson said the longer classes
nlso give teachers more one-on-
one time with students, because
they have a smaller number of
student contacts during the day.
Course acceleration is possiblo,
and there would be more oppor-
tunities'for “dunl enroliment”
allowing students to take college
courses, Roby added.

Teachers have also set up a
plan to evaluate the change over
a period of three years. They'll
make a baseli of

Block,” four clnsses, 90 minutes
long, every day, with coursework
changing each semester.
The Clarenceville proposal cre-
t

grades, test scorea, discipline
issues and other areas at the
conclusion of this year, then take

‘a survey using o random sam.

pling of students in the first year
nndjc:pnnd on that to include al)

ates “skinnies,” or 46-mi
classes kids can take in their
first hour Monday through Fri-
day. They can also apt for a 92.
minute class, The shorter times
nccommodate clasees like band,
choir and foreign langunges,
where meeting every day helps
students retain what they learn,
Nelson explained.

The second block on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays will be
a regular, 73-minute class. On

in t yenrs.

“After three yenrs, wo figure
we'll have all the information we
need,” Raby anid.

They'll be looking for changes
in grades, how students relate to
tenchers and effects on discipline
problems.

Simowski was left to deliver
thie bad news and said there'd bo
three arcas of cost, Staffing is
the most expensive with the

ddi of three k one of

Tueadays and Thursdays, stu-
dents will have “Trojan Time,”
for assemblics, seminars, test-
ing, carcer awareness nctivities
and clnss mecetings. The Jast two
blocks of the day, each 88 min-
utes, are reserved for full-
semester classes,

The advantages, Raby said,
are that half the students will
have four classes a semester and
half who take advantage of the
“skinnies™ will have five, still
fewer than the six classes for
which students are currently
reaponsible.

Students will be encouraged
not to take more than two “core”
classes — math, science, English
and social studies - in one
semester, although some high
achievers might, Raby added.
Also, atudents will be able to
carn 7.6 credits during the year,
with an inereasc in the offering

whom would have been added
anyway due to increased enroll-
ment, About $10,000 is allotted
for new textbooks and materinls,
with expanded elective offerings.
Finally, Simowski asked for
funds to continue staff develop-
ment,

“We think the pay-off is going
to far exceed the money we're
going to spend,” he said.

Superintendent Dr. Tom Tat-
tan eaid the district began set-
ting aside funds threo ycars ago,
with the idea that if block
scheduling caught on, money
wouldn’t become an issue.

Board members supported the
idea, which Boettcher snid was
among the most highly acruti-
nized proposal he'd ever seen.

“It looks wonderful,” ndded
board member Sharon Simpsen.
“You really sce all the work you
put into it."
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