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Commumty
education: To be
or not to be?
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In a 6-2 vote, Clarenceville
School officinls gave a struggling
community education program
one, last chance for survival
Thursday.

But bonrd members Bryan Bent-
ley and Gary Garrison found it
impossible to lend their support,
since only 28 percent of the people
who responded to n user survey
live in the district. Additionally,
the district’s general fund budget

. hos to subsidize community ed to

the tune of $20,000 o year to keep
it in the black.

A task forco charged with evalu-
ating the program presented its
roport nnd recommendations in
January; however, board members
asked for more detailed informa-
tion. The expanded report fnclud-
ed seven specific recommendn-
tions, ranging from increasing feea
and re-evaluating vendor arrange-
ments to surveying Clarcnceville
residents about potentinl new
course offerings and evaluating
classea for profitability.

However, task force and board
member Sharon Simpson snid,
“We really didn't feel as a task
foree it was our job to sny what
was to be done.”

The group felt thnt district
adminiatration should look at the
recommendations and develap a
plan for change to be prcsunted by
Moy 31, Simpson said it might
take a cnuplc of years to mnke

n

taining pmgrnm

Task force and board member
John Knnyo said the group didn't
find much information in program
history, but looked at classcs
offered in other districts. “Most
are offering more classes...and
their attendances are higher. [
think we really do need to raise
our rates,”

Bonrd chair Matthew Boettcher
stressed officinls weren't making a
move taward eliminating commu-
nity education, but wanted to
move forward ond mnke it prof-
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itable,

Not all board members agreed,
however, -

“1 think it's time we look at
dropping community ed and ge
with something different, but 1
don't know what that is,” said Gar-
rison. “We're alrendy subsidizing
it, and there's going to be a 26 per-
cent reduction with the loss of the
pool. So to say give it another two
years, I have a problem with that.”

‘The district decided in January
to close the high school pool, which
needed thousands of dollars in
repairs and upgrades. About 26
percent of those responding to the
user survey indicated they took

+ clnsses that involve the poal.

Garrison suggested gaing direct-
ly to parents and students, nsking
them what kinds of classes they
wanted.

One of the report recommenda-
tions was to evaluate methods of
advertising. The task force noted
the 445 participants in the pro-
grom were the result of distribut-

ing 28,000 brochurca. However,
ity od : .

Rose Govig pointed out that some
clasaes advertised directly with
fyers showed large enrollment
increases.

Simpson felt dropping communi-
ty programs would fly in the face
of the district’s philosophy of life-
long learning.

“I think we're sending a double
message here,” she said.

Bonrd member Jenifer Carbon-
nenu felt the primary problem was
that people weren't aware of pro-
grams offered, *I learned that on
the poo! task force. People didn't
know there was open swimming.”

While Boetteher shared the
financial concerns, he placed
“great weight” on the recommen-
dations and wanted to wait and
see nn ndministrotive cvaluation
of whether the program could be
profitable,

“I'm not prepared to dismiss the
task force recommendation with-
out further recommendations from
the administration,” he said.
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Speechlfying: The Farmington
Hills Optimists held their annual
speech contest early Wednesday
morning, at the Farmington
Training Center; under the direc-
tion of club President and Farm-
ington Director of Public Safety
Gary Goss and Diane Bauman,
communications coordinator for
Farmington Public Schools. Eight
girls took part in the competition;
the boys will compete next week.
Taking the top three spots were
Bonnie Smith (top), Gold medal;
Nina Bihani (above, middle), Sil-
ver medal; and Kelsey Twigg
(right), Bronze medal, Their
speeches centered on how they
would change the world.

CLARIFICATICON

A Sundoy story nbout the
State of the Cities Breakfast
shauld have gquoted School
Board President Cathy Webb
as saying, “Each student
comes to school with a unique
get of personal characteris-
ties, family background, life
experiences, abilities and
aspirations.”
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If you're caring for someone with Alzheimer’s, don’t
miss this important event.

BOATS (NEW & USED) « TRAILERS
STORAGE ¢ TACKLE » BAIT SHOPS
CHARTER SERVICES » MARINAS
RESORTS « MAPS & CHARTS
MARINE SUPPLIES » MOTORS
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1-75 & EUREKA RD
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734-287-2000
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“Educator of the Year”™ by the American College
of HealthCare Administrators. She's spoken to
thousands of pcople on the subject of
Alzheinier's care and has testified before the
United States Senate. And now, Mary Luccro is
coming to help you become a more creative and
ultimately more successful caregiver.

Join us for this special seminar. Seating is limit-
¢d, so make your reservation carly. Refreshments

will be served.
I -
Arden Courts

Alzbeimer's 4.\wln’ln-'ml

Guest Speaker Mary Lucero

Tuesday, March 19, 2002 Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Arden Courts
Alzheimer's Assisted Living
32500 Seven Mile Road
Livonia, M1 48152

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Arden Courts
Alzheimer's Assisted Living
24005 West 13 Mile Road
Bingham Farms, Mi 48025

7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Call 248-644-8100 for reservations. Call 248-426-7055 x205 tor reservations.



