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Raiders from page C1

“But we rebounded well and
handled thaeir press with our
quickness. I think our guys
stepped up to the challenge and
played well.”

North (11-11) starting making
threea in the second half. Jason
Neal, who led the Raiders with
17 points, had four,

Consecutive threes by Brian
Johns, Marcus McComb and
Neal to start the third quarter
quickly pulled North within four
points, 29-25.

It was a ball game again when
‘Neal converted a three-point
play and Mike Leach mado a
layup to put the Raiders within
.two, 92-30,

“In the first half, we turned
the ball over too much and were
a little scared,” North coach Tom
Negoshian said, "At halltime we
said, ‘Hey, quit turning the ball
over, play our game and we'll bo
fine,’
. “We didn’t turn it over as
much in tho second half and took
.good shote, But we had two pos-
sessions when we were down ono
.and didn't score.”

The Lakers hod o 7-0 run for o
.39-30 lead, but the Raiders ral-
lied again to cut it to 43-39 at
the end of the third quarter.

Ancther triple by Neal made it

43-42 corly in the fourth, but
Narth was 6-0f-16 from the floor
and 1-0f+7 at tho line in the last
period.

Converstcly, West Bloomfield
aank nino of 12 freo throws down
tho strotch, including scven of
cight by Woodruff, who waa 8-0f-
11 overall,

Enrle Higgins Jr, contributed
nine pointa for tho Raidera ~ all
in the second half. McComb,
Leach and Johns added seven
apiece.

The Lakers played a tight, 2-3
zone that virtually closed the
middle to the Raiders. West
Bloomfield's strategy was to take
that away and force North to
shoot from outside.

“We wanted to make them
shoot it,” Moore said. “Get up on
them, don't give them too much
room and always have somecono
on the ball,

- “I think we took Leach’s game
awny. He's their leading scorer
and he had one field goal and
five frec throws, I think we
forced them entircly to the
perimeter.

“I think they stopped looking
to him. It was the same thing
when we played Harrison. We
made an effort to take the inside
game away, and later they

stopped looking for it.”

Despite the loss, Negoshian
was happy with tho effort by his
team.

“We have a great group of
seniors with an unbelievable
work ethic,” he said. “They don't
have a lot of talent, just a lot of
heart and they battle every
game.

“Wo talked all scason about
playing hard, competing and
doing the best we can. I think
North Farmington can be very
proud of the way they represent-
ed the school and community.”

North made 17 of 49 field
goals and was 6-0f-22 {rom
three-point range. West Bloom-

field made three of nine triple .

tries, The Lakers were 16-0£-27
at the line and the Raiders 11-of-
18,

“We had a great effort for four
quarters and gave 100 percent,”
Moore said. “We didn't let down
at any time. .

“Defense won it for us. I don’t
think we could have played it
any better than we did.”

Time to talk:
North coach
Tom Negoshian
doer some
bench coaching,
Friday in the
district final at,
West
Bloomfteld.

Novi quenches drought, wins district against Stevenson

BY BRAD EMONS
SPORTS WRITER

H __BOYS HOOP

Two schools starving for a dis-
trict boys basketball champi-
onship fought down to the wire
Fridny night at Livonia Steven-
son.

And Novi quenched a 23-year
drought with a 52-49 Class A
win over the host Spartans, cap-
turing its first district titlo sinco
'1878 when the Wildcats were a
:Class B school.

+ Stevenson, gunning for its first
post-season crown since 1890,
‘bowed out at 14-9 overall.

Nevi, 16-8, moves into the
regional semifinals to meet 11-11
‘Detroit Mumford, 5:30 p.m.
‘Wednoeaday at Northville High
-School.

...t feels awesome,” said Novi
‘ninth-year coach Pat Schluter
'snid, whose Wildcats lost 65-51

floor, “Our firat goal was to the
win the KVC (Kensington Valley
Conference), which we fell short.
But our sccond goal was to win
the district and that takes care
of that,

“Stevenson played with a lot of
heart. It was a great win for us
because we kept our composure,”

Novi, which led by ns many as
12 points carly in the second
half, withsteod numerous
Stevenson comeback charges in
the second halfl

Stevenson senior point-guard
Matt Bartnick was primarily
instrumental in the comeback,
scoring 15 of his game-high 20
points in the second half. He hit
“of his four-3-pointers in the final
period.

game,” Schluter said. “We were
up by cight (24-16) at halftime,
but we knew they would come,
out and put more pressure on us.
We didn't take care of the ball
the second half, but we hung in
there.”

Stevenson outscored Novi 20~
16 in the third period as Bart-
nick began to heat up, scoring
three ficld goals in a span of just
47 seconds.

‘Tho Spartans pulled to within
two on s Bartnick triple with

Stevenson .
*We didn't have o lot of chergy
for some reason the first half,”

B ‘It was a great win for us because we kept our
composure.’

Dyer said. “After playing two
Pat SCk.luter tough games already this week,
—Novicoach  nmpyhe that was the reason. In

the second half we had to press
and play up on them more. It
just didn’t work out in our
fovor.”

This scason, Stevenson
improved seven games from a
year ago (7-14).

“I hope they sppreciate what

feed to Nick Ehlendt inside with
24 seconds to play cut the deficit
to three,

Novi, ahend 52-49, then turned
the ball over with 16 seconds

he's bigger than anyone,”
Stevenson second-year coach Bill
Dyer said. “It just missed. It was
a good look.”

Novi, meanwhile, had one foul

6:08 remaining, 44-42. But Novi
came back with five straight
points to go back up by seven,
49-42 on n free throw 4:34
remaining by junior guard Matt
Emmenecker, who led the Wild-
cats with 16 points.

left.

The Spartans had two cracks
at scoring the game-tying three-
peinter, including a good look oflf
an inbounds pass ta the top of
the key to 6-6 junior Brandon
chitwoo}i‘i (ni}?e p:int.s). 4 "

A layup by 6-6 senior Jamic _But the shot bounced off the
Schram ",:5y oints) seemingly side of the rim a8 time expired.

had Novi in the driver's sent, 52 We subbed Brandon in and
ran a flair out on top because

to give on the final play as
Schulter burned his final time-
out.

*“I told them don't give up the
‘three,” the Novi coach said.
“When he (Chitwood) shot it I
thought it was in.”

Stevenson's downfall may have
come in the opening hall as the
Spartans made just 7 of 25 shots
from the floor. In the second half

they accomplished,” Dyer said. “I
told all the seniors that 1 appre-
ciated their efforts, the way they
competed every day in pructice
to get the program where it
should be.

“Deep down I think they renily
competed this year, played hard,
and had fun, too.”

47, with just 55 seconds to play.

“Number 3 (Bartnick) hit some But o Brady Crosby steal and

Dec, 18 on Stev ’s b
ensons home big shots, he kept them in the

s HA CHAMPIONSHIP WEEKEND

FRI., MARCH 1B * QUARTERFINALS SAT., MARCH 16 » SEMIFINALS®
SEED #3 VS, SEED #0 ¢ 4:00 PM SEED #1 VS. SEED #4 « 2:00 PM
SEED #4 VS, SEED 45 * 7:30 PM SEED #2 VS. SEED #3 » B:30 PM

*Teams will ba ra-zoaded after Friday’s gsmes.

SUN., MARCH 17 « CHAMPIONSHIP GAME )(

3:00 PM j\ et “
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5. 520, $18. $13, anxd $9. Tickets are available at the Joe Loms Atrna bda otlice

Ti ket prec
Wl e locations. inchrding Hackeytown Authentics in Tray (with no seevice charget

¢ Chatge by phane at 248-645-6666. or log on 16 collegehackeyatthejue com

CALL 313-396-7575 FOR GREAT THREE-DAY RATES!

Geaup rates are available by calling 313 396 7911
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Enter to win Detroit Red Wings Tickets

Check Today's Classifieds Section
to See How You Can Enter to Win!
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S69 FOR 4 TICKETS, 4 HDT DOGS & 4 SODAS....
GREAT ENTERTAINMENT. AMAZING PRICES. QUALITY SEATS RVAILABLE.

TOOAY, MARCH 10 AT 3:00 PM
vs. Isiah Thomas and the Indiana Pacers

First 3,000 fans 14 and under receive a Pistons headband
courtesy of Marathon.

THIS FRIDAY, MARCH 15 AT B:00 PM vs. the Utah Jazz
First 3,000 fans recelve a Rodney White Bobblehead.

SUNDRY, MARCH 24 AT 4:00 PM vs, the Bostan Celtics
FRIDAY, MARCH 28 AT B:00 PM vs, the Golden State warriors
SUNDRY, MRACH 31 AT 8:00 PM vs. the Denver Nuggets
AND DON'T MISS THESE OTHER HOME GAMES....

THIS WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13 v5 CLEVELAND CRVALIERS « 1:30 PM
WEDNESDAY, MRACH 21 vs NEW YORK KNICKS » 1:30 PM




