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Amy Lebeis, who normally
spends her school days at
Farmington High, got to lock
deep inside the distriet admin-
istration building on Shi-
awassce Friday.

Amy took a tour of the ware-
house with Paul Hain, supervi-
sor of purchasing, and Mary
Reynolds, busineds manager, as
port of Students Operating
Schools Day. This was the 10th
year the district arranged to
have atudents shadow teachers
and administrators to learn
what it's like behind the scenes
in education.

*This is i ing,” Lebeis
aaid, walking though a hallway
with Reynolds.

Later, following a lunchcon
at the Farmington Training
Center on Thomas Street,
Lebeis told the 44 other stu-
dents how sho saw on aren not
privy to others. “I saw paper,
tisaue paper, I saw everything,”
Lebeis said.

Though the warehouse looks
like just a bunch of boxes, Hain
nlso got an iden about what's in
them.

“This district eats paper,”
Hain eaid. “It uses about 760
cases of Xerographic paper per

BY SUE BUCK
STAF? WRITER
sbuckOoe.homecomm.net

Farmington students wran-
gled among themselves in
small groups and in open dis-
cussion Fridny about delaying
high school start times,

Adults in the community
have looked at the issue since
last fall, so the Farmington
School District decided to incor-
porate the topic inte the annuel
Students Operating Schools’
town hall mecting Friday at
the Farmington Training Cen-
ter.

That’s a doy when students

« shadow teachers and adminis-
« trators to learn more about

month. That's about a semi a
month. There's nbuut 850 cases
on g semi.”

The district participates in
an Oakland County cooperative
with other districts, which
helps with pricea, Basically
priced increase an nverago of 3-
& percent annually, Hain said.

“The highest percentage
we've experienced in product
coat is nine porcent,” he said.
“That happens to be in some of
the custedial supplies. They

their occupations. The day
began at the school administra-
tion building.

After about an hour of listen-
ing to pros and cons, Superin-
tendent Bob Maxfield summa-
rized some key questions for
the 46 students,

“Do you think sleep depriva-
tion is n problem?” ho asked.
Twenty-three hands went up,
some slowly.

“How many of you think it is
not a problem?” Nine people.

“Is o later start time — prob-
ably an hour — a solution?”
Just five hands showed.

*“If you could twaeak it and
change it to 20 minutes to o
half hour?" And with that ques-
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starter: Elizabeth Taylor reports on her
group’s discussion on early start times. Taylor isa

student at Harrison.

arcn't in paper goods but chem-
ical products.”

Hain keeps tabs on prices by
looking at a variety of indualry
sources. “We were

paper is down. Like anything in
economics if the demand ia
down you'd think the prices
would be down.”

Students in other parts of the
building got a run-through of
other processes. Justin Prin-
stein of North Farmington
High shadowed both Kathy
Ostrander, n personnel clork,
and Sue Zurvalec, nssistant
superintendent of staff and
community services.

“I've learned how staff ia
hired, sbout pay, benefits and
compensation,” Prinstein snid.
“Basically everything comes
through here,”

Megan Springer, 8 Harrison
High school student, shadowed
Diane Bauman, director of
school/community relations.

“She takes care of all the
publications, the website, the
brochures and special events
hkc the Supormlondcnt 8

i snid.

surprised, A lot of our w:ndorl
kept their prices firm this
year.”

Hain also studies the price of
paper pulp. “That's a reflection
of what I can expect to pny for
paper products further down
tho rond and my basis for nego-
tinting prices. The demand for

tion, Maxficld garnered a
majority vote.

High school students current-
ly start school at about 7:30
a.m. Their vote would bring the
school atart time to 8 a.m,,
which has the most inefficien-
cics of all the times the adult
transportation subcomittee
studied.

The school district has looked
primarily at a change to either
8:30 a. m.or 9 a.m.

“We looked at the 8 a.m.
time,” Maoxfield aaid after the
meuting. *“There was no effi-
ciency to it. It wasn't going to
work.”

He focused on the fact that
students said school should

_Pnnucm summed up the role
of the school board and admin-
istration.

“We learned the difference
between the school board and
the administration,” Prinstein
said, “The school board docs the
‘what’ and the administration
does the ‘how".”

Students would favor small change in start time .

start later.,

‘Though some atudents like to

sleep in, Peter Mellon of Farm-
ington High was the epitome of
an carly riser. *I used to get up
at four in the morning instead
of seven in the morning and get
my homework done in the
morning rather than the night
before,” Mellon said. “1 found it
helped me later on in the day.
My body had more time to get
awake.”

Nikolina Nikoloski, who
attends the Alternative Acade-
my, praised her school’s later
atart time of 8:30 a.m.
mnkes a huge differcnce,” she
said.

“It .
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“It's been like a family affuir.”

Thot's how Pat Bolt describes
her 34 years of employment at
Dubin Optometric Clinic in
downtown Farmington. She's
been there through three doc-
tors, an expansion and even a
small plane landing on what was
then the Farmer Jack store
across the strect,

When asked about what her
duties have been, Bolt says,
“Just about everything. A lot of
insurance billing, dispensing
contacts, reception work, you
name it.”

Her carcer started when a for-
mer bosa contacted her with the
news that his optometrist, Dr.
Herman Title, was looking te
hire someone. A short time later,
Dr. Howard Dubia joined the
practice and the partners took
over ndjocent space.

Other staff members, many of
whom stay in touch, came and
went. Bolt stayed because she
was very comfortable with what
she did and enjoyed her work
environment.

“They always made it so com-
fortable to be here and do the
family thing when I needed it,”
she said. “We're all one big fami-
1y here, and we love one anoth-

er.
“The family thing" has includ-
ed caring for her giling parents

and an older brother, then cop-.
ing with their deaths. Bolt wair;
so close to the Dubins, they*
closed up the shop when her par-?
ents passed away. .

“Therc's a lot that's spccml‘
about her,” Dr. Dubin says
Bolt. “She is extremely loyal.
think that loyalty stems from:
the fact that she’s always felt the
people in the office and the com-
munity are her family.”

Even though she was ill her-
self and taking care of fnmx]y.
business, he added, Bolt always:
had a concern for the office. She!
and his wife, Susan, had a very,
close relationship that tran.]
scended the work day. Pat and?
her husband William don't have!
children, but their time is occu-)
pied with four nephews and lhcm
families. “And we have a won-.
derful black Lab, Molly and pnr-
rots Bandit and Max.”

While it is exceptional to huve
an employce stick with the same;
company for more than threc‘
decades, Dr. Dubin feels there
are things and employer can do‘
to retain good help.

“What an empluycr can nnd‘
should do is to try to make the‘
person really feel as much like
family ns possible, to be attuncd;
to their needs and try nnd'

address their needs,” he said..
“T've always tried to put myself
in their shoes and deal with the!
situntion. It's kind of the Gcldm-
Rule.”
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