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Director gives behind-the-scene peek at com

Directing a play is a lot more
work than acting in onc and the
process begins well in advance
of nearly overy
other aspect of
the production.

Neil Simon's
Proposals, at
Village Players
in Birmingham,
is no exception.
When the direc-
torship was
assigned to me
nlmost a year
ago, 1 began to
read and re-read the seript until
I knew it thoroughly. The nine
characters gradunlly beeame
“fricnds” of mine, and it became
important to me that the audi-
ence like them and care about
what happens to them.

The pivotal character is the
hougckeeper of the Hines fami-
ly, Clemma Diggins, played by
Frances Shipp-Smith of Detroit.
She accnaionally steps out of the
action to speak directly to the
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audience, providing background,
insight, and mony a wry remark
about the various relationships
that are the focus of the seript.
The Hines family consista of
ailing father Burt, his ex-wife
Annie, and their daughter Josic
(played by Bryan Conroy, Julie
Tillotson, and Jules DeWard, all
of Royal Oak), When Annie,
Josie's fianeé (Eric Kent Franz,
Birmingham), her former
boyfriend (Matt Rafferty, Royal
Oak), a Minmi hoodlum Josie
danced with once (Tony Castel-
tani, Royal Qak}, a none-too-
bright New York model accom-
panying the former boyfriend
{Eva Evoln, Macomb), and Clem-
ma's prodigal husband (Vern
Headen, Detroit), all converge
on the family cottage on a Inte
summer day, opportunities
abound for Mr. Simon's special
blend of humor and tenderness,
In fact, Proposals seems to me
to be a valentine from Neil Simon
to the playgoer. While his charae-
ters wrestle with their feelings,

the theme could be “love conquers
all." A little forgiveness never
hurts, either.

Online resecarch provided addi-
tionnl background about the
development of the original pro-
duction, which had its first try-
out in Phoenix, There Mr. Simon
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cut it from three hours down to
the standard two, then moved to
Los Angeles for further polishing
before heading to Broadway. 1
read online tho Burt character is
essentially a Simon self-portrait,
ao I picked up Neil Simon
Rewrites: A Memoir,

Although I've never been a
particular fan of Neil Simon
comedies, the man 1 read about
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Proposals:
Matt Rafferty
(left), Jules
Deward and
Tony Castel-
lani rehearse
a Neil Simon
play opening
Friday, March
15 at the Vil-
lage Players
theater in
Birmingham.

in his autobiography intrigued
me. He had o rocky childhood
and lost his first; much beloved,
wile to cancer, but his descrip-
tions of even those difficultics
are imbued with grace and grat-
itude for the good times.

Enrly in his carcer, Mr, Simon
spent summers working at a
regort in  the

munity theater

Barbara Bloom, who will
direct our next production,
Annie Get Your Gun, had recent-
ly auditioned at another commu-
nity theater and roferred mo to
n gentleman she'd seon there.
Whilo we were setting up audi-
tions, the female role becama
vacant again! The actress wo'd
cast hod a schedule change and
wauldn't be available, aftor all.

Everyone in the cast and crew
began serambling, calling other
community theator groups and
even trying to recruit friends
who'd nev been onstage
before. It takes a special sort of
lunacy to climb up on a stage for
two hours, in front of a live
audience, to speak someonec
else’s words; recruiting new
thespians wasn't oxactly suc-
cesaful. After many phene calls,
e-mails, and meotings, the man
Barbara recommended (Vern
Headen) and an acquaintance of
his (Frances Shipp-Smith), both
veterans of Detroit Repertory
Theatre, successfully auditioned
and completed our cast.

As the'director, my

Poconos, the relaxed

biggest challenge has

atmosphere of which Village been to guide the
lends dr:;'mnun ten- Players of actors toward the
sion to the various Bln'ningham most natural charac-
r»lnt}nnxh-p strug- terizations possible,
gles in the play. He What: Prasent Instend of the larger-

also transfers some
of the experience of
losing his first wile
to his script, in the
way Josie and Annie
deal with the heart

Nell Simon’s Pio-

posals

Whon: 8 p.m, Fri-
day-Saturday,
March 15-16, 22-
23 and 29-30, and

than-life kind of act-
ing we tend to sec in
musical theater and
broad comedy, Pro-
posals requires
actors who don't

disense threatening | 2 p.m. Sunday, al i
ppear to be acting.
Burt. March 17 and 24 It's important that
Proposals pre- ‘Whoro: Vlllage o

sented a casting
challenge for us:
There are two roles
for African Ameri-
cons and our cur-
rent membership
includes only one,
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Players Play-
house, 34660
Woodward, Blrm-

Tickets: $14. Call
(248) 644-2075

they seem like real
people, experioncing
real life, It isn’t
easy, which makea
the result especially
gratilying, when it
works,

In fact, we chose

this play as part of our strategy
to increase the diversity of our
membership.

To prepare for auditions, I
chose selections from the script
that would give actors the best
opportunity to "show their stuff,”
while allowing me to try various
combinntions of actors — hoping
to find "chemistry” between
thom, in addition to talent.

Only one African American
actor appeared for the nuditions,
a non-member. Fortunately, she
was a good actress, and wo cast
her, but that atill left the African
American male roll vacant,

The actress play-
ing Josie, Jules DeWard, has
been delightful to watch grow in
this way. Jules has done a lot
of larger-than-life voles, includ-
ing the ingenue in a very silly
Simon farce called Fools, in
which I divected hor o few years
ago. I've never scen her do this
sort of work beforo and it's
thrillingl In fact, the entire cast
is wonderful, cach of them striv-
ing to become the character I
anvision. If the nctors,-the-
staff, and I do a good job, tho
audience will never know where
my work ends and somcone
else's begins.

The Easfer Bunny juss £of cuter,
because of your child!

There is an old advertising saying that
clnims Babies and Puppies are the two cutest
things imaginable, We at The Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers disagree, We feel that
'+ Babies and BUNNIES are much cuter!

SO afotdaforas
LA

—
. Send in n picture of your infant with the
Easter Bunny, and a short message to the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. We will
put the picture and your message in all of
our 16 papers throughout Wayne and
Onkland Counties. If you don’t have a picture
of your child with the Easter bunny,
another picture will do, We would still
™\ like to sec their smiling faces in the
paper for this special holiday.

KELLY age 5
% You make being a Grandparent funl
Have a special Easter and don't eat
too many jelly beans!
Love Grandma & Grandpa

Brsogio s png 0oy
)3 —~ The cost is $25 for a 1x2
f (2 inches x 2 inches)
Or $50 for a 2x2
{4.25 inches x 2 inches)

* So, just send in that picture and don't forget to place your
special message next to the picture.”
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Building Industry Association and

Garden City and Canton.
Toke a photo of your ugly bath-

room and bring it into any Mathison
Supply store or mail it to WJR, Ugliest

Sponsored By WJR
Eccentric Newspapers,
Mathison Supply of Livonia,

Win A 510,000
DreamBathroom? gt

BEN o) The winnor's bathroom will be
. . { - upgraded with new fixturas, tile,
) . } . dicine cablnat and i
with a valuo of up 10 $10,000.
And, be sure to visit the WJR and

The deadline for this promotion will be on Wednesday,
March 27th at 6:00 p.m. The actual run date will be on
Easter Sunday, March 31st. You will be oble to see the
children on Enster Sunday in one of our editorial sections.

Below is information on how to send in your apecial
Mathison Supply booths at: message with payment, or you can call
734-953-2073 with any questions.
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HOME & GARDEN - ke your ch !

SHOW The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, enclose a stamped, seif-addressed envelope for relurned
COBO CENTER photos, the photo lo be used, your message, your name and a day time phone number.
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36251 Schoolcralt Road » Livonta, Ml 4815
Attn: Dylan or cal} 1-800-579-SELL

tiame:

m Alr Massour Massage Bathtub by jason

H Bath Cablinotry by Bertch

M Faucects by Hardon |

® Ultra-Flush Tollet By Gorber

# Tilo Tub Surround

u Instaliation by J&M Homo Improvemont il bo announcod

R And More! ¢ May 18, 2002.
Employces of WJR Radio, The Obsarvor & Eccenttic Newspapots, BIA and Mathison Supply aro not oligiblo 10 entor,

sinerres/

All onielos becomo the
property of WJR and
muet be recoived by
April 12, 2002, No cash
equivalonts, Judgos
docision is final, No pur-
chase nocassary. Winnor
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