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Beethoven's
Ninth Symphony

® Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra joins the Plymouth
Oratorio Society, Eastern
Michigan University Cholr
and Plymouth Counsellors
Chorale to present the com-
poser’s final masterpicce 8
p.ta. Saturday, March 18, at
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church, 476560 N. Territorial
Road, {corner of Beck Road)
Plymouth, Tickets $15,
seniors and college students,
$12.60. No chargo for chil-
dren in grades K-12, Call
(734) 451-2112

B Dotroit Symphony Civic
Orchestra with Brazeal Den-
nard Cherale, EMU Choir
and Plymouth Oratorio Soci-
oty 7 p.m. Sunday, March 24,
at Orchestra Hall, 3711
Woodward Ave,, Dotroit.
Tickets $6, box seats, $10,

Musicians unite for Beethoven’s Nint'f

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFF WRITER
Ichomin@oc.homecomm.net

Singing the Ode to Joy from
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony
still thrills Don Pratt even
though the Canton tenor per-
formed the fourth movement
with the Plymouth Oratorio
Society in the early 1990s. Ho's
imagining a combined chorus of
260 plus singers on stage to per-
form the composer's innl mas-
terpiece two weekends in a row ~
first with the Plymouth Sympho-
ny Orchestra and then with the
Detroit Symphony Civic Orches-
tra at Orchestra Hall.

That all of theae musical
groups would come together to
perform Beethoven's theme on
the triumph of the epirit is fit-
ting after the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, according to Charles

Symphony Civie Orchestra.

In addition to the Plymouth
Oratorio Socioty, the Eastern
Michigan University Cheir,
under conductor Len Riccinto,
sings both performances.

On March 18 the Plymouth
Counsellors Chorale, under
direetor Michele Johns, joins
with soloists Karin White, sopra-
no; M, Rachel Andrews, mezzo-
soprano; Christopher Meerdink,
tenor, and David Hartmann,
bass-baritone, te perform
Beethoven's tribute to brother-
hood,

“It's a classic,” snid Pratt. “It's
strenuous. It's a glorious picce to
sing.”

Plymouth Symphony conduc-

been a challenge moeting with
choirs individually then with
the soloists in between trying to
decide on where to place all the
musicians and singers on atage.
In addition, Washburn is
working with Hilary Tann to
open the program with the com-
poser's dramatic salute to free-
dom in memory of the students
killed in Tiananmen Squore.
*“The thing that hita you right
off about the Beethoven is the
sizo of the work, not just the
longth, but the scope,” said
Washburn, “It was o revoluti
ary piece when it was written
and performed. It’s a dramatic
and intense picce of music.
There are threo beautiful, won-

tor Nan Washburn especially
looks forward to presenting the
symphony in its entirety aven
though this will be the fivat time

call (313) 576-5111 Burke, conductor of the Detroit she's tackled tho picce. So far it's
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derful 8 then comes
the fourth, ‘the Ode to Joy,’ with
text in German.”

Working with a German text is
the least of Riccinto’s problems
when rehenrsing the Plymouth
Qratorio Society and Eastern
Michigan University Choir.

“Preparing them to sing under
two different conductors is very
challenging because when
Charles nnd Non come they have
their own idens,” said Riccinto.
“It's a good intellectual exercise.
I like to provide my singers with
as many wonderful performing
opportunities as possible. The
younger singers don't have the
instrument, but provide the
freshness, The older singers pro-
vide the maturity, There's a
lengthy range which is exci

Hard at work: Plymouth Oratorio Society member Don

Pratt rehearses for concerts with the Plymouth Sym-
phony Orchestra and the Detroit Symphony Civic

Orchestra.

Dennard Chorale, the Plymouth
Qratorio Society and Eastern
Michigan University Choir
March 24, The Civic Orchestra ia
:Jl]w DSO's youth training ensem-

e,

“It’s n uniquo opportunity for
atudents of all ages to work
together on a treasure, to take
different ethnicities and cultures
and unite them with Beethoven's
music and share that-with the
Detroit metropolitan area,” said
Burke, a Canton resident. “It's
appropriate to have 360 on
stage, a 250-voice c}-m;-un and the

“It was written at the time
between the classieal and
romantic periods when it was
more in vogue to let the poetry
inspire the music. Beethoven
chose to write the music first
then look for text and found
Schilling's. It’s the last picce
Beethoven wrote and served ns a
heroic model for friendship and
brotherhood.”

Burke chose the Ninth Sym-
phony because of its message.
The Detroit Symphony Civic
Orchestra apotlights soloists

0
from more than 80 high schools,
collegea and middle scheols, por-
forming the text that encourages
us to ‘sing more cheerful songs
more full of joy.

“It provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for healing.”

Clarinetist Joseph O'Kelly
thinks it's "going to be great
working with the singera and
choira,” Burke chose the Ninth
so students in the orchestra
would have the opportunity to
play a massive work.

. O'Kelly, who performed with
ity of Michi

George Shirley, tenor; M
Miller, soprano; Shirley Love,
mezzo-gsoprano, and John Macur-
dy, bass, along with the Brazeal

the Uni (3 and
Eastern Michigan University
Honors bands, never played the
Beethoven before.

Show from page Bl

“The enthusiasm that goes
into it is incredible,” snid O'Kel-
ly, a senior at North Farmington
High School. “It's probably tho.
best expericnce I've had so far.”

Eric McBrien is just a8 enthu-~
siostic about the Ninth Sympho-
ny, but also about where he's
performing — at Orchestra Hall.,
A senior ot Franklin High'Schvol -
in Livonia, McBrien studiea with.
DSO bassist Larry Hutchinson.
of Farmington Hills and will bo:
playing in exactly the same place’
as Hutchinson does when he's on
stage. -

“The Ninth is very hard, very
energotic,” said McBrien who
shouldn’t have any problems
performing the piece after work-
ing with Burke for weeks and
attending a master rehenrsal;
with DSO Principal Guest Con.
ductor Itzhak Perlman. .

The Civic Orchestra regularly
brings in visiting artists in addi-~
tion to holding snnual side-by-..
sido rehearsals with DSO musi.
cians conducted by music dirce:,
tor Neeme Jarvi. K

“I'm nervous, but excited
(about the master rehearsal,)”.
said McBrien. “Itzhak Perlman.
is probably one of the greatest,
violinists and conductors in the.
world.”

" do the wholo show.’

“But 15 minutes later, the
agent called back.”

Duknkis agreed to perform a
“concert” version of her two-
hour menologue, depending on
the succesa of similar perfor-
mances in California and Idaho.

“The playwright gave her per-
mission to cut the show. She cut
it to an hour and twenty min-
utes.”

The shortened version of Rose
requires fewer props and set-
ting, although Temple Israel
will hire a professional lighting
technician to set up theater
lights,

“This is a way for us to bring
theater here in a way we can
handle it,” Ellias said. “We've
done temple revues and musi-
cals. We've brought in a lot of
lecturers but never a show like
this.”

Dukakis delivers her mono-
logue from a bench, with a
rofrigerated lunch pack, water
bottle and glass at her side, as
ghe “sits Shiva,” a Jewish
mourning practice,

“She never moves,” Ellins said,
“At first you see the star. Then
five minutes later you see the
character. Then she starts paint-
ing picturcs as she talks, She's
incredible.” |

Ellias hopes the performance
will prompt more theatrical per-
formances at Temple laracl, It's
co-sponsoring Rose with Adat
Shalom Synngoguc and Hadas-
sah.

“This is a big undertaking. Co-
sponsoring makes it o communi-
ty event and it broadens our
audience.”

Observer and Eccentric
reporter, Susan Tauber, inter-
viewed Dukakis last week vin c-
mail. These are her quostions
and Dukakis' reaponses:

B O&%E: What attracted you to
the production of Rose, a play in
which it would be up to you and
only you to mnke a succeas?

Dukakis: It is o brilliant play
and a challenging part.

W O&E: What message do you
and playwright Martin Sherman
try to project through Rose?

Dukakis: The desire to live life
fully, deeply and finding the
courage to do that.

® O&E: This is your fourth
yenr with Rose. How do you keep
your performances fresh? AND
HOW DO YOU SIT THAT
LONG ON THE BENCH?

Dukakis: I love her world.

Rose

What: A concert version of
Olympla Dukakis' one-woman
show about an BO-year-old Jew-
ish woman who survived the
Holocaust. A question and
answer sesslon follows the per-
formance. Patron ticket-hold-
ers may attend 8 dessert
reception with Dukekls aftar
the show.

When: 7 p.m. Thursday
March 21 . .

Whero: Temple Israel, 5726
walnjit Lake Road, West
Bloomfield

Tickets: $25 general seat-
Ing; $38 preferred seating:
$100 patron seating. Call
(248) 661-5700 .

8 O&E: Are there any Roses
in your life?

Dukakis: Many! Aunts, my
mother, friends — they are
Roses by name and in spirit.

B O&E: Will you tell us some-
thing about your personal life —
your marriage, children, grand-
children?

Dukakis: I have three grown
children — a daughter and two
sons, My sons are married and
one has given me my first grand-
daughter, Isabella, who is 3. 1
have my second granddaughter
due in July. I am called Yia Yia
(Greek for grandmother) and my
husband is Papou. I have been
married for 40 yeara to actor
Louis Zorich (Brookiyn Bridge,
Mad About You).

B O&E: Did you experience
much bigotry due to your Greek
name and heritage when you

On stage: Olympia Dukakis delivers her monologue
%Izile seated on a bench during the one-woman show,
ose.

started out in the entértainment
field 36 years ago?

Dukakis: Yes. It was assumed ¢
1 must have an accent and could ¢
not play an American because of ¢
my name,

W O&E: You've done a range
of work in the theater ficld, from ¢
directing to producing to acting -
to teaching. What advice do you &
give your students who want to!
pursue a career in theater,:
whether on or off the stage? :

Dukakis: Do it only if it is;
your passion and not for any*
other reason. N

# O&E: Where do you see the
world of entertsinment in 20}
years? Do you think people will §
continue to flock to live theater }
when the production will proba- !
bly be on television or Bravo or
another arts channel?

Dukakis: I think people will
seck out to be with other people
in a communal way for live the-
atre. . :

B O&E: What do you sce your:
self doing in 10 yeara? 20 years? .\
Dukakis: Working, enjoying’
my family as well as all the arts;*
Working and loving is what life:
is, na Chekhov says, :
W O&E: You are known as an'
activist. What issues are you dedi-’
cated to now? =
Dukakis: Issues which affect:
women, children and the envie
ronment. =

B O&E: When are you going to!
announce your candidacy for
president of the United States? ;

Dukakis; Politica are definitely
not in my future. -



