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ourselves and there was a slido
-show for Ritn.”
- - Adums recalled how excited she
was when sho first learncd of both
awnrds. The appearance of Farm-
‘ington Schools Superintendent
‘Bob Maxfield provided an unex-
...pected signal, and children sang a
cengratulatory song in honor of
the district award,
- -“I was speechless,” sho said.

. Adams reccived n crown and a
.white, starred sash to wear all day
after she learned about the Oak-
land County award.

- “We were having o birthday cel-
ebration for some teachers in the
stall lounge,” Adams said, “Thoy
.called down that the party was
ready to start. 1 walked in and
there was Dr. Bob again. He had
bolloons and purple tulips.”
. Adams feels her strength lies in
Jher classroom and her relation-
ships with the children, “exposing
them to fun ways to learn.™

When she returned to teaching
in 1991 after taking n hintus to

stay home with her young family,
she discovered much of whnt she
taught in the first grade was now
being taught in kindergarten.

“The children nowadays receive
a much stronger emphasis on
carly literacy and more cxposuro
to words, text and books,” she
said. “The children are coming bot-
ter prepared because of preschool
experiences. Years ago, kinder-
garten was their first group expe-
rience. Kindergarten is such an
exciting year because you sce 80
much growth in the students. At
that age, they all love school and
that helps. The parents are all
supportive and want to be
involved.”

Adams later helped to develop a
new repart card for kindergarten,
narrowing the focus en what was
nssessed, to' make it more mean-
ingful for students and parents,

The report card was first used
throughout the district in the
2000-2001 school year, *It was
piloted two years bofore that,”

Adams sald,

Students who have long since
teft the district remembor Adams,
too. Two weeks ago, she received
an e-mail about her awards from a
man who was her student in 1876
and now warks at Ford Motor
Company.

“He saw it in the (district) flyer
they sent to the community,”
Adams said. “He saw it ond he
congratulated me.”

Adams has taught kindergarten
at Beechview Elementary since
1997. She also taught at both
Flanders Elementary and Our
Lady of Sorrows School.

*I love being in the district,”
Adnms said. “We are all support-
ivo of each other, The children
always come first.”

Adams holds a bachelors of sci-
ence degree in olementary educa-
tion from Enatern Michigan Uni-
versity. She and her husband
Richard hnve three sons, Michoel,
21, Patrick, 19, and Brian, 15. The
family lives in Farmington.
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Doughty moved up the lesson
unit in the school yonr because
Sayuri's family, who came to this
country because of hor father's
work transfer, expects to eventu.
aily return to Jopan, .

“She will teach origami next
week,” Doughty said, “She's bet-
tor at it than I am."

Sayuri will also eventually
toach hor clossmates how to
writo their names in Japancse.

Doughty, who's been on atafl’
for eight ycara at Dunckel Mid-
dle School teaches geography and
current events, is acheduled to
receive a southeast Michigan
regional award for hor work at
the Michigan Association of Mid-
dlo Schoo! Education (MAMSE)
2002 Awards Banquet at Zucar-
ro's Country House in Chester-
field Township tonight (Thurs-
day, March 14).

She was also a semi-finalist for
the WDIV Outstanding Teachor
Awards Program this year.

“Claudia Doughty is the person
in our school who everyone looks
up to,” said Sharon Cooper, nssis-
tant principal of Duncke) Middle
School in Farmington Hills, “Stu-
dents seck her out for a smile, a
kind word, encouragement and
academic help. Yearly, paronts
make an overwhelming number
of requests to have d i

“It's made out of a
washcloth and held
together by a rubber
band,” sho said. "By
twisting it and turning
it, it can hold an ice
cubo for boo-hoos or it
can be given to kids to
comfort thom, It's inox.
pensive. We bought
500 washcloths for
$100. The paroent
group supported us on
it and gave ua some of
the funding for it."

Students also made
banners and Valen-
tines for veoterans,
which were taken to
Voterans Hospital in
Detroit.

Doughty teamed up
with Alyssa Coopor, a
Peace Corps volunteer
in Madagascar, Africa,

STAYY P1IOTO BY DILL BRESUER

©One on one: Teacher Claud
Doughty answers a questio
Sarah Jessop.

teams and is the staff represen-
tative for the Parent Advisory

Group.
Her district level commitments
include Leadership Acad and

m
her classes and her fellow teach-
ors look to her for leadership,
advice and ereative ideas.

“She is truly a model t,?nchor.

She is an advocato for a

Social Studies chair.

“She's one of my favorites,”
said Alante Beatty, one of
Doughty's students. “She's

ful, helpful and caring.”

supporter for change and a com-
passionate colleague. In her own
quict way, she has impacted the

Gotting students involved in
the community is important to
Doughty. Sho initiated an inter-
generational at Dunck-

lives of many, both children and
adults. She is a mentor, o moti-
vator, a mother, a teacher, a
leader and an outstanding
human being.”

Doughty is tcam leader for the
seventh grade teachers and
encourages setting clear goals
that create meaningful, real-life
opportunities for the students.

She serves on several building
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el. Seventh graders interview
genior citizens and invite them
into the classroom, :

Her students also collect new
and gently-used booka for Head-
start, a pro-school program.

For the first time this year, her
seventh graders will make “Boo-
Beo Bunnies” for pediatric cancer
patients at Henry Ford Hospital.

to blish pen pals
on another continent
in the World-Wiae
Classroom program.
Alyssa is Sharon Coop-
er's daughter.

Doughty was instru-
mental in bringing content-based
Fronch geography to Dunckel,
integrating the language curricu-
lum with hor social atudies class-
es. A portion of the class — tho
assignments and projects — ara
taught in French. Parents decide
through o lottery whother they
want their childron in this class.

Doughty holds a masters
degree in education administra-
tion from the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor and a
bachelor of arts degree in socinl
studies and education from Oak-
land University.

She and hor husband, Clark,
live-in Farmington Hills; They
have two children, Brian, a 2001
North Farmington High School
graduate, who now attends the
University of Michigan, and
Christophor, a sophomore at
North Farmington High school.
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Free Alzheimer'’s Caregiving Seninar

If you're caring for someone with Alzheimer’s, don't
miss this important event.

“Educator of the Year™ by

thousands of pecople

ultimately more successful

ed, so make your reservati
will be served.

Arden Courts
Alzheimer's Assisted

Call 248-644-8100 for reservations.

She's a renowned gerontologist and founder of
Geriatric Resources, Inc.

of HealthCare Administrators. She's spoken to
Alzheimer's care and has testified before the

United States Senate, And now, Mary Lucero is
coming to help you become a more creatlve and

Join us for this special seminar. Scating is limit-

TJuesday, March 19, 2002

24005 West 13 Mile Road
Bingham Farms, MI 48025

7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

She was named
the American College

on the subject of

caregiver.

on carly. Refreshments

[\
Arden Courts

Alzbeimer's Ansisted Living

Living
325

Guest Speaker Mary Lucero

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Alzheimer’s Assisted Living

Livonia, MI 48152
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Arden Courts

00 Seven Mile Road

Call 248-426-7055 x205 for reservations.




