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Guiding
reluctant
children

Leaming something new isn't
alwnys cosy. Tying shocs, zipping a
cont, memerizing spelling words, and
reading in front of the class are all
challenging the first time you do
them.,

When kids avoid, or cven refuse to
try difficult tasks, what can you do?
Some skillful guidance can go a long
way in helping reluctant children put
forth the effort and believe in their
ability to succeed.

Sometimes kids become o afraid of
failing that they stop trying. They
develop on, “ can't,” attitude. I your
child gives up, you can help by taking
the focus off of trying nnd put the
focus on “acting like," or “pretending
like,” she can do it. Sny something | ™
like, “Mclissa, pretend like you
already know how to color inside the
lines.”

Acting or pretending takes the pres-
sure off children and helps them get
started ngain. It makes the task feel
more playful and less intimidating.

* Showing respect for their ntr?gglo
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Watch "em pose, romp and retrieve
at annual Detroit Kennel Club show

BY AMY HOOVER
SPECIAL WRITER

‘When you think of highly trained
athletes, images of Olympinus, box-
ers and football players usually come
to mind. ‘

But what about athletea with well-
groomed coifs chasing tennis balls? If
you don't think this qualifies as an

. athlete, don't tell

is another way to re
kids — “It isn't casy to get long socks -
all the way on your feet.” “Pushing
the button through the button holo
can be tricky.” These comments show
kids that struggling does not mean
failing. Be carcful not to say, “Learn-
ing to tell time is hard for you.”
Adding the “lor you™ is an insult. The
child thinks, “Why is it only hard for
me. What's wrong with me?"

Instend of showing respect for a
child'’s struggle, parents somotimes
make a common mistake, They say,
“It's casy. Let me show you,” Telling
reluctant kids that something is easy,
might sound like a good idea, but it
usually backfires, Hearing, “It's casy,”
makes them avoid trying even more.

When your kids cnn't figure out how
to do something, are they willing to
try your suggestions? You can
incrense the odds by starting with the
phrase, “Sometimes it helps...” Notice
how encouraging the following sug-
gestions become: “Sometimes it helps
to write each spelling word 10 times.”
‘Sometimes it helps to point your
bowling ball right down tho center of
the lane when you let go.” When kids
hear this phrase, they are encournged
to try. If they succeed they feel good
about themselves, and if they fail, it's
ok because it only helps “sometimes.”

Sometimes it helps to ask kids the
following question, "Would you like to
know how some kids do that?" By giv-
ing children n couple of examples of
low “some kids” handle new situa-
tions, thoy feel mom“comfnmbla

hoosi or th

DETROIT KENNEL | the dog owners
©LUB DoG SHow | and breeders par-
ticipating in the
What: Dogs judged| Detroit Kennel
in several categaries;| Club Dog Show.
agllity trials, demon- No matter the
strations and lec.] breed, owners
tures and breeders
0 :""’“ 9 a.m.-6| spend cndless
d'ay,‘.;dotch 817 ?\?l‘:i?four-lcgged
Where: Cobo Cen-| 4 o "ang
tor, downtown Sy
Detrolt according to most

Tickets: Avallabla| Of these devotecs,

at the door and| it'swell worth
through Ticketmester] the time spent.
(248) 645-6666 *I have thirteen

$10, aduits; $8
senlors and childeen
under 12; $30 per

Weinmaraners
going down tothe
show including

Dogs on display: An educational component of the dog show,

called “benching” enables consumers to learn about different
breeds one-on-one. These St. Bernard’s relax “on the bench”
between show activities. At top, Sister; an Alaskan Mala-
mute, practices the tire jump in preparation for the AKC

tamily of five my American~ Agility Trials. ‘ .
More Information: i

(248) DKC-SHOW or| G K A e e pensitons

www,dotroltkennel- Tik Bern en, DRG presiden

¢lub.com known as Bet, says there's a major driving force
She's an extrome-  that brings in the spectators, “Main-
ly smart and ly, it's a love of animals that brings
devoted compan.  people down. Also, they come to see

jon. If you have n good-natured dog, I
think it's the dog who enjoys going to
the shows more,” said Karen Mayo, a
Weinmaraner breeder from Livenia.
The annual Detroit Kennel Club
Dog (DKC) Show was first held in
1916 at the old Detroit Armory. For
the past several years, including this
one, the DKC show has called Cobo
Center home. This year's show is
from 8 a.m.-8 p.m., Saturday-Sun-

an apy

Even when a child is willing to try
something new, it can be hard to sit
back and watch them struggle. Par-
cnts can do most joba faster and more
efficiently than kids can, but we don’t
need the practice, they do, By show-
ing faith in kids nbilitics and giving
them opportunities to practice, they
can soon become competent at doing
many things. !

A mom in one of my corporate par-
enting workshopa complained that
her four-year-old son never did any-
thing for himself. She nnd her hus-
band had to dress him, pick up his
toys, nnd even wash his hands for
him. During our weekly session, we
talked about the benefits of belioving

.in a child’s capabilities.

At the following week’s session,
that same mom enthusinstically
shared n succosa story with the class,
Her family went up north to stay in a
cabin for the weekend. When they got
to the cabin deor, hor son said,
“Mommy open tho door.” Mom said,
“Would you like to unlock tho door
yoursclf?® With great prido the boy
unlocked the door ull by himself,

Throughout the day, both mom and
dad allowed their son to do many
things for himself, complimenting his
capabilitics. The boy grew right
‘bofore their eyes. Hé was happy and
enger to participata in family activi-
tics and try new things. .
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day, March 16-17, The DKC is
pecting 2,000 dogs and 36,000 to

different breeds they've never seen
before.”

The showe are called ‘benched
shows’ which otfers visitors a chance
to meet with owners and breeders of
different dogs to learn about the ani-
mals and to ask questions. When the
dogs arcr't in the judging rings, they
are required to be disployed on a
bench, The DKC Dog Shows are one
of only six benched shows left in the
country.

Jumping and racing

The DKC Show isn't just about
good looks. There are also agility tri-
als and flyball competitions, Agility
trials have dogs go through obstacle
courses and jumping over hurdles for
ribbons. Flyball is a relay race with
four dogs and a tennis ball to a team.
Some dogs are show dogs as well as
competitors in these events. .

Kim O'Neil from Redford brings
her laid-back Soft Coated Wheaten
Terrier, Toby, to compete in flyball,
They're part of & team called Pawsi-
tive Attitude that includes about
twenty dogs and fifteen owners.
O'Neil offers this advice to dog own-
ers newly bit by the flyball bug:
“Find a place where you can train

them and be paticat. Not all dogs
catch on easily, Even a dog that
doesn’t scem enthusiastic at first can
become a flyball dog.”

‘Whether you have a flyball dog or
one competing for Best of Show, it
tnkes patience — patience from the
owner/brecder as well ns patience
from their families.

*“My husband thinks I spend too
much time doing flyball, but he
understands that we're in it for the
fun,” O'Neil admitted.

“My brothers are very interested
in the dogs and shows, but everyone
else in my family thinks I'm crazy,”
Mayo snid.

The purse for the DKC Dog Shaws
is the largest cash prize of all U.S.
pointed shows totaling more than
$11,000 for the weekend. Best in
Show each day will be awarded
$2,500. Two new class competitions
have been added this year, Best Bred
by Exhibitor on Saturday and Best
Puppy on Sunday.

But there's more to these.shows
than ribbons, Spectators can view
Retriever and Ficld Training, the
Animal Planet Disnster Reliel Vehi-
cle, the Michigan State Police
Canine Unit, the New Purina Dog
Chow Incredible Dog Team and the
American Red Cross demonstrating
mouth-to-snout CPR. Leader Dogs
for the Blind, the American Anti.
Cruelty Socicty and Paws for a
Cause also will be on hand.

Bergishagen advises potential dog
owners to take this opportunity to
educate themselves about what
breeds and breeders,

*Spend a little time talking to
breeders and do a little rescarch to
help find the puppy you want. Every-
body wants to do something mean-
ingful in life. Owning a dog can help
fill n void and get people involved
and do something better with their
life than what they see,” he said.

‘Modern’ Kessler homes are historic -
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BY RUTH MOEULMAN
SPECIAL WRITER

Modern has become an historic style. The simple
linea popular in*homes and furnishings in the mid-
20th century are part of our heritage along with
Greek Revival, Federalist, Gothic Revival and Victo-
rian,

Two modern-style homes designed by William
Kessler are now in local historic districts. They ore
William Keseler's early designs, built when Meathe
and Kessler first set up their firm.

Although the houses are not yet 50 years old, they
meet the Secrotary on Interior Standards for historic
buildings because they were designed by an award-
winning nrchitect.

Modern is an outgrowth of the International Style,
which was introduced into the United States in 1928,

and Kessler each went their own way.

Medern represents a simplicity of linea by defini-
tion used consistently in publications to defino it.

Tho Jack Beckwith Hovae was designed for Jack
and Faye Beckwith and their five children. Because
of its flat roof, it is close to the International Style.

The current owners of the house, Jeffroy Swantek
and Robert Endres are collectors of mid-20th century
artifacts. Robert Endres is a designer himself, so he
was woll aware of the significance of his house.

The Arthur Beckwith home is another historic
example of the modern stylo in Farmington Hills.

Jeff Swantok, who brought these outstanding hous-
ea to the attention of the Farmington Hills Historle
District Commiasion, pointed out the unique features
of the Jack Beckwith House.

A modular system divides the house into living

Walter Gropius, one of the who
ed the modern style, wos teaching at Harvard when
William Kessler attended.

Kessler went from Harvard to the Yamanaki firm
in Detroit. Then he and Philip Meathe set up their
own firm. Meathe attended to the business part of

,zones, and use of glass walls bring the out-
side right into the house. Lota of akylights are nlso
used in the dosign. Thete is a balance in design of the
bedroom wing and the garage wing, which was origi-

_ nelly a carport.

Tho below-grade clevation of tho house was

tho firm while Kessler was tho designi .

During his carcer William Kesaler obtained more
than 131 awards for his work, has been a professor at
the University of Michigan and is the senior member
of his own firm. This was established after Meathe

Sharon Darg

d to proserve a shug bark hickery grove, in
which the house is situated.

The shag bark hickory is a native Michigan tree
which cannot be transplanted and is therefore very
special, It grows from seed.

Editor 734-953-2054

The grid-covered entry of the house compliments
the grove of treca. N
The Jack Beckwith family was very private, accord- ~
ing to Jeff Swantek, while the Arthur Beckwith-
house has amassed numerous awards and attention -
from the architectural community, M
The current owners of the Arthur Beckwith house, .
Dr. and Mrs. Emanucl Frisch, are very generous with -
their home, allowing architectural tours by both prac-.
ticing architects and students, N
Like the Jack Beckwith House, the Arthur Beck-
with House is divided into baya adapted to various
uses. The roof ia “saw tooth” which has become the
signature of Kessler's work. "
1t allows simple A-frame construction, but with an:.
architect's touch. .
The walls are mostly glass and the bedrooms are™
on ono side, family space in the middle, and the
entertainment sections, dining room and living roomZ
at the opposite end of the house from the bedroom.
The house was designed to meet the needs of a
large family. The living and cntertainment area:
helped meot those nieeds,
The glasa kitchen wall looks out on to the original
gardons with a self-sustaining garden pond.
‘William Kessler modern houses of Farmington
Hills have always been noted and admired.
Now, they're recognized as historical.

sdargay@oe.hom



