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CC reigns

BY BRAD MONASTIERE
STA¥F WRITER
bmonnstierc@oc.homecomm,net

Redford-Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral now stands alone atop the
high school hockey world.

By defeating Marquetto 6-1
Monday night, CC became the
first team in state history to win
four straight Class A or Division
1 state hockey championships,

The Shamracks are on a 24-
game postscason winning streak,
unprecedented in state history,
and they defeated four different
teams to win each of their recent
stato titles,

CC downed Port Huron North-
ern 3-2 in the finals last year,
while Alpena (2000) and Enst
Kentwood (1999) were the previ-
ous championship game victims
in the current strenk,

The Shamrocks have won six
state titles in all, second behind
the 10 won by Bloomfictd Hills
Cranbrook since 1876,

Five of those six state titlea
have come in the past six sea-
sons, o streak interrupted by
Trenton’s championship in 1998,

Playing for a program like CC,
pressure comes with the territo-
ry. But the playera never lost
faith, Even after a 1-3 start,
even after falling behind Livonia
Stevenson, 4-1, before rallying
for a memorable, double-over-
time win in this year's regional
final.

Mako no mistake, this wasn't
the same team that galloped, rel-
atively unchallenged, through
the schedule as it did in 2000-01
when it rang up a 27-0-3 record.

*“Qur athletes were younger

than those we've had in the
past,” CC co-conch Gordie St.
John said at the team's pep
assembly Tuesday afternoon.

“We felt a great deal of pres-
sure early in the season, and we
had some real rough days in
there. But we melded into a renl
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Puck stopper: CC goalie James Blanchard makes one
of his many saves in the state final Monday, this one on

Marguette’s Steve Dales.

team, and these guys became
warriors.”

CC’s football team took a very
similor path to this year's state
title ns the hockey team did,
Aftor n 3-3 start, even making
the playoffa was o big question
mark for the football team. But
coach Tom Mack ond the players
rallied together, got hot at the
right time, and upended Utica
Eisenhower 24-21 in the Divi-
sion 1 finals, St. John eaid that
team was an inspiration for the
hockey team.

*I'd like to thank the football
team, becauso they proved in a
very real way, that the way you
start & season doosn't dictate
how you finish one.”

Like the football team, the
hockey team used a total team
cffort in its playofl run. Juniors

and gotting some breaks in the
playoffs, and we had both,” Nau-
rato said. “The first month was
real tough for us, but we fought
through it together, We got used
to being in games where it was
;&;d 2.2 going into the third peri-

Naurato scored the game-win-
ning goals against Stevenson
and Farmington, the former
coming with 20 seconds left in
the second overtime, Giosa put
CC nhead 3-2 in the semifinal
game against Port Huron North.
ern, keoping the momentum on
its side during the team's run of
six straight goals after being
down 2-0 in the first period.

“We knew we had to be the
hardest working team in the
stato,” Giosn said. "We stayed
positive the whole time, and we

Eric Giosa and Brand

never doubted once”

scored n number of crunch-time
goals for the Shamrocks in the
close games they won. Naurato
said it wna a matter of being in
the right placo at the right time.

“It's been about working hard

Confidence, clutch play, expe-
rience, and a winning tradition.
All those things add up to cham-
pionships, and the Shamrocks of
Catholic Central know the for-
mula as well as anyone.
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power play goal with 1:16 left in
the game, just a prelude to the
wild celebration that would fol-
low,

After the game, senior captain
Jefl Davis fought back tenrs as
he reftected on the amazing
accomplishment his team just
achieved.

“This is a dream come true.
Best time of my life,” he snid. I
am so fortunate to play for a
team like Catholic Central and
with a bunch of guys who will
not quit and have so'much heart.
That's how we won, with alot of
heart.”

Heart suay have gotten CC to
the state finals, but special
teams played a big part in help-
ing to get a victory in that game.
The Shamrocks rendered Mar-
quette’s power play totally inef-
fective, The Redmen went 0-for-7
with the man advantage, and
were unable to convert on a 6-on-
3 power play at the beginning of
the third period,

*“Specinl teams killed us,” aaid
Marquette coach Mike L'Huilli-
er. “Ce is too talented and has
too much skill to keep giving
them chances like we did. We
dug ouraelves n three-goal
deficit, and it was just too much
to try and come back from.”

Although the Shamrocks did-
n't score on its threc power-play
chances in the first period, they
were nble to seize control of the
flow of the game and prevent
Marquette from generating any
consistent pressure, Giosa'’s gonl
came four seconds after the
team’s first power play expired,
opening the scoring.

“There were so many penaltics
called in the game, it was a good
thing our special tenms were
good,” Johnson said.

Naurato, junior Patrick Col-
dren, senior captain John
Perkovich and Giosa picked up
nssists in the game. The bal-
anced offense in this game was
indicative of the way the team
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in hOCkey — again HOCkey from page D1

won this scason, with no one or
two players scoring most of the
goals. That kind of teamwork
was & key ingredient in this
atate championship according to
Johnson,

“We won playoff games where
three different lines of players
were the heroes,” Johnson said.
“In the past, we've had two scor-
ing lines and two checking lines,
but this team had three lines
that could be either on any given
night, and that's a tough thing to
overcome.”

CC autshot Marquette 26-20 in
the game, but sophomore goal-
tender Jim Blanchard was rarely
tested in the way he was earlier
in the playoffs. Credit for that
can go to CC's defensive corps,
which is the most underrated
part of the team, according to
Johnson.

“Our defi zone

in the playoffs, but had to after
the two quick goals in the sec:
ond. Perkovich said the pressuré
the power-play team generated
was n key in preserving the lead.

“We didn't stop pressuring
them, even after we got the 4-1
lead,” he said. *Our penalty
killing was phenomenal, and if
they couldn't score on ua when
they had the power play, it was
going to be tough on them.” L

In the end, winning state titles
is about more than killing penal-
tics, good passing and consistent
defense. It's also nbout the emo-
tion of playing and rising to thé
pressure of living up to the Mt.
Everest-level expectations. The
emotion was evident on the play-
era’ faces, not just on the pic.
tures with the state champi-
onship trophy, but long after-
wards, when cheers led to tears
k ing high school careers for

has been outstanding,” he said.
“We went 10 games without giv-
ing up an even-strength defen-
sive-zone goal. Playing in the
defensive zone is one of the
toughest things to teach, and we
responded well as a five-man
unit.”

CC didn't play with the lead
for extended minutes very often

the seniors, were now aver. ~ .

“Playing at this school puts a
lot of pressure on you,” O'Malley
said, *But guys on this team
really thrive on it.” N

“I'm just so proud of everyone
on this team,” Porkovich said. T
can't believe it's over, but you
can't ask for a better ride than
what we've had here.” .
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Troy Community Coalition

The Detroit Pistons

T'I;'e 2002 Oakland County
High School Siam Dunk
& 3-Point Shot Contest

in partnership with

Present

TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2002
7:00 P.M. @ TROY HIGH SCHOOL

Come see the best Girls and
Boys High School Shooters and
Dunkers in Oakland County. '

The evening will also include a
“Celebrity Shoot-Out ,*
a chance to win Pistons’ tickets,
autographed merchandise and more!

Admission:
$4 Adults/$3 Students

This event made passible by:
Huntington National Bank,
O'Keefe & Assoc. Consulting and
Standard Federal Bank

For more Information call: 248/823-5088
This ad courtesy of The Obsetver & Eccentric Newspapers

Children under S free

Liaeroes.




