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Techno-age appliances, gadgets no

BY JAMES AND MORRIS CAREY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

‘We recently returned from the
2002 Consumer Electronics
Show in Las Vogas, which is a
widely covered trade show.

Jam-packed exhibits filled
three mammoth halls and most
attundnos aot their sights on
companies that unveiled all tho
latest and highly anticipated

“electro-techno” wonders'in tele.
vision, audic and computer
equipment.

We firat went to the aroas we
know are of special interest to
homeownera — appliances.

Imagine combining a refrigera.
tor and an oven, The folks at
Duck Creck Energy did. They
added space-age, mini-refrigera-
tion (developed by NASA) to
existing oven and microwave
technology, along with remote
aceess and control through per-
sonal computers and Web-

enabled cell phoned, : The reault
- @ prototype rofrl‘ernwr/ovcn
worthy of The Jetsons.,

Soen, your oven will keep food
a cool 38 degrees all day until
you've pre-programmed it to
switch over to the cook mode,
And when you come home, you'll
have o hot home-cooked meal
ready and waiting.

Worldng lato nt the office,
stuck in traffic, change of plana?
No problem. Just change com-
mnnds, by computer or phone,
and it will bo ready when you
are, While not yet on the market,
it soon will be.

For more info on when and
where, call (440) 838-5136.

B Encrgy conservation also
was featured, with more products
carrying und promoting tho now
familiar “Encrgy Star* label, To
date, consumors have purchased
more than 630 million electronic
products with that Jabel, -

Lnst year, it saved enough elec-
tricity to power 10 million homes
and reduced air pollution cquiva-
lent to that of 10 miilion cars..

Go to www, gov for

will just about stap. -

For more info call (888) 217-
9782 or go to www.telezapper.
com.

Another nest item was n

more info.

M Other niRty gizmos and gad-
gots included the TeleZappor,
which eliminates annoying tele-
marketer calls. Just plug it into
any phono jack and plug in your
phono line.

Nine of 10 telemarketing calla
are disled by computer. Now
when you (or your answering
machine) pick up such a call, it
dotects it in less than a socond
and “zaps” it with o reverse sig-
nal that says your number is dis-
connected,

Your aumber then is removed
from their list, which means they
wan't bo calling again and your
number won’t be possed on to
others, Before you know it (for
about $50), these annoying calla

»
mini video camera that locks
like apotlight bulbs. It's good for
added outdoor security.

Now when something goes
bump in the night, you can sce
what's out there (whother or not’
you also have a motion-sensor
controlled Jight fixture).

Just screw the SecuroView
light bulb camera into any sock-
et, The video signal travels over
your home’s existing ¢lectrical
wiring without additional
drilling or cables.

Plug the small decoder box
into a wall socket and connect
tho video cable to your television
sot, These bulb cameras are easi-
1y relocated and also have built-
in infrared to sco in the dark.
Both outdeor PAR-38 and interi-

HILLS BRANCH

(OF)EL

or R-30 lty]e bulbs nre available,
For. more info, go to www.senv-

iew.com or call (B88) 727-7388,
M. Porhops of greatest intorest

were the: model “concopt” homes

showiuz‘hnw many of today's :

newest technologies are being
brought tegothor. to make our
lives-botter, moro ﬁn'.arlulning
and more efficient. -

. M .One was the CEDIA houso
by {ho Custom Elcctronic Design
& Installntion Association:

‘Hero wo experiencod the “é-°

home* with mini-LCD video

monitors. Touch screen controls

and koypads for dum entry wero
ically placed th

‘Tho result?

Vast programming capability
that fully automates everything
fmm heating and cooling to thv

ion of tedious rep
tasks liko pre-sotting houschold
lighting for various needs and
closing or opening drapes at cer-

availlable

“or go to www.cedi

tain hours .

The CEDIA house, chock-l'ull-
of small, wall-mounted or flip-
down screens for television

t, visual i
ing and entoring control com-
mands for whole-house efficioncy

~and optimum energy savings,

soon will be the norm.
For more, call (800) 669-56320

in.org.
W Plan choad, whorever nnd

- whenever you can, for all the

wonderful stuff that'a Jjust
around the corner. When remod-
cling or building, use upgraded
wiring (at loast CAT-3 or CAT-5
cable) and install conduit (elec-
tric metallic tubing) so you can
fish in new wirea without wtmng
up walls.

Wiring today? Think wmnmw.

For more home improvement
tips and information, visit our
Web aite at www. onthehouue‘
com

Doors also carry efficiency ratings

‘aur home's entry doors allow

more than people to enter
and exit the huusu They can let
cold air out in the summer and
warm air out during the winter
manths,

Even though less than five
percent of the energy loss in a
house is from an entry door,
some are better than others
where leaking away energy dol-
lars is concerned.

Homeowners looking for a
morea energy-efficient deor can
find them in three kinds of
materinls — wood, with a lower
energy-efficiency R rating of 5;
steel, with a R rating of 8-11;
and Fiberglas, the highest ener-
gy-cfficiency R rating of up to
16.

Homcowners, however, will
have to decide botween encrgy
efficiency and aesthetics.

Wood doors look nice, but have
the lowest energy-efficiency rat-
ing and can warp.

Steel doora offer great
strength but can dent.

Fiberglas doors have tho high-
cst energy ratings and can with-

stand dents,
Once thoy're
painted, it's
often difficult
to tell a Fiber-
glas door from
a stecl door,

Doorlites, or
window sac-
tions, ia anoth-
er considera-
tion when buy-
ing a door.
Doorlites that are pre-installed
at the factory are the most ener-
gy efficient, while those that are
cut out by the dealer are least
efficient,

The only of pre-

Larry Kaufman

that can hold off fire for 20 min-
utes, Businesses gene use 90-
minuto doors, although I've scen
gome approved 90-minuto doors
that employ a wood frame, which
negates the ability to fend off fire.

When older parents join

FroM HOME SERVICE STORE
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATULES

Elderly pavents sometimes
move into that new homu as per-
manent guests.,

When that kind of revorae
adult chil-

Ono last thing to ider is
the sweep, or bottom plate on
the door, which is designed to
prevent leaks at the bottom of
the door. Some have pre-set
swoeps, but most common are
adjustable swecps because they
allow dealers to adjust them to
climinate air leakage.

Othor similar options are a
door shoe, a vinyl gasket thresh-
old and an interlacking metal

installed doorl:u:s i that if the
glaas breaks (very unlikely), tho
whole door has to be replaced,
which is more expensive.

And while doorlites may add
an aesthetic clement to doors,
they will reduce the R value to
about 7 for steel or Fiberglas
models.

Doors also are rated for how
long they can withstand fire,

Typical homes foature doora

‘Delinquencies decrease

(AP) - The percentago of Americans behind
on home mortgage poymenta decreased in the
last quarter of 2001, an industry group repart-

ed Monday.

The unexpected drop backs the emerging
view thot the national economy is on the mend,
though that assessment could still prove slight~
ly premature, said Douglas Duncan, chief
economist for the Mortgoge Bankers Associn
tion of America, which released the survey.

“It's a good sign,” Dunu\n said, “It supports
the view that the cconomy is expundmg

in

He attributed the di

in part to lower energy prices nnd wave of
home lonn refinancings that have put extra

eash into homeowners’ budgets,

Just romember your mom was
right when she told you to
nlways close the door behind
you.

Larry Kaufman of DTE Ener-
&y'’s Residential and Small Busi-
ness Marketing group has cons
ducted more than 50 energy sau-
ings workshops for the utility
and is an cxpert advisor on
home energy cfficiency.

Unique

Spacious

Beautiful

Welcome to
Lake St. Clair

drnn becomo part-timeo care-
givers, landlorda and

M Inatall bright exterior lights
abovo all entryways.

W Mako certain interior stairs
are well-lighted.

M Non-skid steps reduce the
chance for slippage. Low-cost
adhesive strips ave svailable.

W Carpet interior stairs and
hallways.

household

mize use of staira, .

Family dynamics are a sigmﬁ-
cant issue, The schedules of you
and your children will differ
markedly from those of your
parents. Consider adapting your
parents’ quarters to allow them
ag much privacy as possible.

A small bathroom, television

ions as well as full-timo chil.
dren. It's not an easy aituation,
but it can ba denlt with,

According to n firm that over-
sees remodeling projects neces-
sary to ready homes for live-in
paronts, adult children ¢an
undertake a number of projects
to provido a safo and secure
environment while assuring the
least interruption to family life.

‘Think safety first.

W Install exterior to

8 Place b

sot, telaph and even smatl

near a phone installed in the
parents reom.

B Fire and carbon dioxide
alarms should be in working
order.

A Railings arc a good idea in
showaera, bathtubs and along

“walls.

R Install bathroom rugs with
rubberized bottoms. They lessen
falls,

n Pln:u non-skid strips in
tubs and

all stops into the home, This
includes front and back doors,
and garage entries. In some
cases you might want railings
on both sides of steps.

W Add lamps to the parents’
room for extra light, but keep
cords out of tho way.

W If possible, locate parent
rooms on the first floor to mini-

rofrigoratora offer parents'a
semblance of self-reliance with-
out excluding them from family
life.

Of course, every home has
unique challenges as it is read-
icd for aging parents. Visit witl
lacal contractors for advic
heating and cooling apa
reoms, insulating rooms agais!
noise and ather ideas you rmgh
not think about.

Consult seniors' agencics thnt
offer insighta into your particu-
lar situation. Visit your local
library for booka such as The
Aging Parent Handbook and
How to Care for Aging Parents.

Read the Ec¢enrﬂc every Thursda y and Sunday i

AT Pll.lcl"% E LANDING

Elghteen stately condominiums on Lake St. Clalr step back to the charm of yesteryear, carrying
the ease of a8 new millennium. Jewels In a magnlficent lakefront setting, on elegant, yet relaxed
lifestyle can be relished here, every day.

There are three spectacular grand cottage floor plans, all with two car garages, three bedrooms
and three baths. Each home also features dramatic finished loft spaces, and plentiful lake vistas.

The aftermath of the Sept, 11 terrorist
attacks also may have contributed to a tempo-
rary incrense in short-term delinquencies in the
third quarter thﬁt now ulubnung. Duncan snid

Architectural Insplration derlves form the rich tradition of the American Victorian. From the colorful
harmony of Lhe engaging exterior, to finely finlshed gourmet kitchens, luxurious master suites and
the ultimate convenience; the option of a private elevulor ﬂnlshed in hardwoods with an old-

Mortgage were o

adjusted 4.65 percent in the Ocmber-Dccem-
ber period, down from 4,87 percent in the
third quarter, but up from 4.6 percent in the
fourth quarter of 2000, the group’s latest

nnhonnl uurvcy showcd .

when a

all three homo mart~
types — conventiona), for which the delin-

pnymunt isat lcnst 30 days paat due.
inquencics for

gage
qucncy rato was 3 percent; insured
ousing Administration, 10.97 percent;

by mevmnsAdnunmum’l 7 pereent.
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fashioned sclssors gate.

Come se¢ for yourself!

The chiarm, craftsmanship and comfort of Grand Cottages at Feficity Landing is unparalieled -

OPEN DAILY: 1:00 - 5:00 (except Thursday)
or by appointment -

Located on Jefferson Avenue, South of Shook Road (15 Mile) In Harrison Township
PIKU Management Co., Developer ¢ (313)885-7979

,. 7500 Sq. ft, home has it all,‘and lhm SOmme.
Ainclude an clevator.and two sto fitiished walk-out™

rat ﬂ&t‘ﬂb'i‘l

[ Oo.st\;zﬁ TowNSHIP
Grand Closeout Prices!
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