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Instructlon: Art teacher Mary Schmidt teaches her young charges how to draw a pig.

Longacre
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but for us, it's ‘We're a house,™
ho said. *It makes us unique, but
also n challenge.”

_That challenge ia preserving a
picce of Farmington area hiato-
ry, but also making it useful to
the people who live here, Ferreri
said.

“The once known community
center still offers classes that
improve the lives of people

. through art nnd culture, as was
its mission statement 33 years
ago when the house and grounda
were donated to the city by the
Goodenough family.

For Ferreri, who handles sev-
eral roles, scheduling programs
and clnsses thet are interesting
to residents is his main job.

“Some work and some don't,”
he eaid of class themes.

“Everything we do we have to
justify tho space,” Forrori said of
the mansion, which haa hosted
everything from belly dancing
classes to pinno lessons, There's
also a banguet hatl. “We're our
own entity.”

For Ferreri, keeping the house
uscful is a way to preserve an
important picce of local history
and help people in the communi-
ty enjoy their lives.

“We're rare because people
don't really respect history,” he
said. “When something’a gonc,
it’s gone, people don't think
about {t.”

Keeping a nonprofit aflont is 8
challenge, as it is with any other
charitable organization that
tries to stay alive,

“It's a constant struggle to
keap it together,” he said.

Terry Deichert, acting direc-
tor, serves on the board of diree-
tors for the house. She said
about haif of the house’s budget
relies on donationa.

Since the September terrarist
attacks, donations have fallen
drastically, as have those for
most nonprofits.

*“We have a handful of volun-
teors,” she snid of trying to run
the house without enough funds.
“You can only put 8o much en

aother people.”

An important event coming up
that helps keep the house open
in its largest fund-raiser of the -
year, “Some Enchanted
Evening,” Sunday, April 14.

The event will include a bache-
lor auction, live and silent auc-
tions, champagne raffle, appetiz-
ers and hors d'ccuvres.

Ferreri said the nuction is
vital. The organization acnt out
4,300 letters to aren residents
and busincsses requesling dona-
tions to bo nuctioned at the
ovent.

People and businesses “can
donate items, anything they
think of s a service,” he said.

Deichert said the auction
brought in $10,000 lnst year.
The funds from this year’s event
will go toward the operating
budget.

To donate items for the auction
or learn more about the Longacre
House, call them at (248) 477-
8404,

Jaycees invite kids to annual egg hunt
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Let us do more. So you can do more.

Invest in our expertise.
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achleva financlal success, You can do more.and we can help.

Call us today at 313-336.2700 or 888-336-2700 ounslde the local area.
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Farmington Area Jaycees is
hosting its annunl 47th Spring
Egg Hunt on Saturday, March
23 at Heritage Park at no cost.

The ovent will start at 10:00
a.m, and end at 12:00 pan.
Included will be Egg Hunts

divided into nge groups: Ages 1-3
at 10:16 nm.; 4-6 at 10:30 a.m.
and 7 & up at 10:46 a.m. There
will also be raffle drawings, face
painting, a coloring contest and
card making for loved ones.

‘The Junior Chamber (Jaycees)
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