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Optimist
winners
named

Eight young men stepped to
the podium Wednesday morn-
. ing to compete in the Farm-
ington Hills Optimists' orator-
" ical contest, held at the Farm-
. ington Training Center., Club
President and Farmington
+ Director of Public Safety Gary
Goss and Diane Bauman, com-
munications coordinator for
Farmington Public Schools,
presided over the cvent, Tak-
ing the top three spots were
David Myers, Gold Medal,
Matthew Shur, Silver Mednl
and Nick Cassell, Bronze
Medal. The winners in the
boys' ond girls’ competition,
held last week, will goon ton B
regional event held in Clark- s — -
ston Middle School on April Nick Cassoll
13.
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McMullan was raised on the
band’s collection of songs, many
of which are two and three cen-
turies old. Sho started playing
them when he learned to play
drums as a teenager.

“Everyone over there knew
these songs,” McMullan said.

In 1976, McMullen and his
wife, Sandra, left Ireland and
moved to her native metro
Detroit, He occasionally per-
formed Irish songs until a steady
gig surfaced in 1984,

An acquaintance called
McMultan, looking for an Irish
band to perform at The Old Shil-
lelagh in Detroit. McMullan
assembled a trio to play Irish
tuncs and Blackthorn was born,

Since that time, n steady
schedule of pub and small con-
cert performances built a follow-
ing which included people that
would later join the band,

Klein started play for Black-
thorn in 1986 when the band
wanted to add koybonrds to the
band’s then-all-string har-
monics,

In 1988, guitarist Gary

ing for

W This foursome, who
are between 38 and 55
years old, ptays 70
shows a year and sells
saveral CDs with live
and studio songs.

toire or we'll catch hell because
we'd abandon theo  othors,”
McMullan said.

Audiences want to heor these
catchy Irish tuncs over and over
again, Gary McMullen said,
because they are hard to find,

“\WVo'ro different, unique and
offer a refreshing changoe to what
we got on the radio,” McMullen
anid. “Whero else can you hear
the banjo ond accordion togeth-
er?”

While many Blackthorn songs
may be the same, thoy do carry a
range of emations. The happy-go-
lucky songs tend to get the whele
audience involved.

“The way they get the crowd
into the music ie great,” said

Hills resident Aaron

on per’
anather band that shared venues
with Blackthorn, replaced an
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AAA needs
canned food
donations

Here's a chance for Onkland
County residents to clean some
clutter from their kitchens and
help those in need.

AAA Michigan is hosting a
“gpring canned food drive,” with
donations going to benefit Glean-
er's C: ity Food Bank.
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Advérniture
EXPO ¥osr

Where can you take your family and experience
adventure sports such as kayaking, canoeing, mountain
biking, mountain climbing, camping, scuba diving, and
fly fishing all at one convenient location? Easy answer...
The Adventure Sport Expo is the perfect solution for
those who are interested in exploring outdoor
challenges, testing equipment and skills needed to
enjoy these activities safely and responsibly. You will be
introduced to several hundred of the latest model
canoes, kayaks, and
sea kayaks as well as
the adventures you
can experience in our,
great outdoors! The
expo is hosted by

leading outfitters,

interest groups, RIVOUAC
clubs, and related RS e
manufacturers.
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hosted by: ]cﬂ;‘re

Jeffrey Arena

3990 Jackson Road

Ann Arbor, Ml 48103
734-997-7465 ARENA

_ Hours: Saturday 10-6; Sunday Noon-5 Admission: Adults $5.00; Child 12 and under Free.
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The drive will take place
March 18-28, AAA Michigan
employeea, members and the
general public are nsked to
donate cans, jars and boxes of
non-perishable food items, such
as cereal, pasta, soups, canned
vegetnbles, canned fruits or
canned meats.

Donations can be dropped off
at any AAA Michigan full-service
branch. In Formington Hilla
donations may be left at 38751
W, 12 Mile Road.

For more information, call
248-563-3337

original Bassist Dennis
Green, McMullen’s former mate
in another band, did the snme in
1993,

Since then, the quartet has
combined their extensive muai-
‘enl backgrounds in folk, blue-
grass, rock and country to form
today’s Blackthorn sound,

“They’re all very good,”
McMullan said. “Their voeals
and harmony are great. This cur-
rent configuration is the best.” «

This foursome, who are
between 38 and 55 years old,
plays 70 shows a year and sells
several CDs with live and studie
songa. The group balances time
with the band and their full-time
jobs and families.

“Our families are very sup-
portive,” Green said. “They love
the band. Our kids will come
with us sometimes and sell CDs
for us,”

Beat goes on

Despite their attempta to bring
fresh songs to their shows, audi-
ences demand they continue to
play staple songs, such as
Tonight's the Night for Drinking
and Hey Wife.

“We can't touch at least one-
third of the songs in our reper-

Brunke, who added he sces the
band perform at least a half-
dozen times a year. “You want to
go out and buy their CDs
because the music is 8o catehy.

“Also, it's a great band to have
a Guinness with.”

Then (here's the other
extreme. Lost month, the family
of recently slnin Detroit Policy
Officer Michael Seantan asked
Blnckthorn to perform Ok Danny
Boy in romembrance. Band
members said the emotions were
so strong, it was difficult to fin-
ish the song.

“I've never performed that
song for something like that,”
McMullan said. “That was some-
thing else.”

In the end, Blackthorn is a
group of ordinary guys who ore
enjoying opportunitics to enter-
tain crowds with their celtic
sounds.

And they said they don't see
any end in sight.

Blackthorn has two Qakland
County performances this week.
Today, from noon and 4 p.m., the
band performs at Cowley's Old
Village Inn, Farmington. Friday,
starting at 8 p.m., the band ploys
at the Highland Lakes Campus
of Oakland Community College,
Waterford.

Justin Rubin, Age 6, And Jordyn Rubin, Age 3,
Cordially Invite You To Enjoy A Unique
One-Of-A-Kind Dining Experience!

-y
Py

>

Jo*o

*»

Upocate & Contemporary

AT TR T T WO T .y

7. NOW OPEN

sTableside Dining with Robert Kimoto

* Executive Chef David Lumsden
* Steaks, Wild Game, Fresh Fish, Etc.
* Michigan’s Finest Black Tie
Hand Picked and Trai

d For Your C

=,

Wuiis.faff’

Proper Casual Attire

Serwing One of Wichigane
Largesr Chioice of Liguars, Cordiale,

Cog

Searet, Leg
ac well as a

Great Selection of Elegant PWines

pon For Dinnor Sorvico Tuosday - Sunday at 5
Ltoungo And Bar Opon at 4pim

Closcd Monday

326 W. Fourth Street at Lafayette * Royal Oak
2 blocks West of Main Sireat, Noxt to the Royal Oak Music Theater

For
Reservations:

sValet Parking*

248) 582-4700




