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City has big shoes to fill

Two recent resignations came as some-
thing of a surprise to us, and they'll leave
the Farmington City Council and Down-
town Development Authority with some
big shoes to fill.

Downtown Development Director Judy
Downey has announced she'll retire in
January 2003. Downey has ably overseen
downtown activities for the past decade,
and the job she'll leave is not getting any
smaller.

Now more than ever, downtown busi-
nesses need the support of an umbrella
organization to draw them together. In
tough economic times, resources con bo
shared in ways that benefit everyone.
Already, the DDA has taken an impor-
tant step by polling business owners
about what has and hasn't worked well
in the past.

We urge city officinls to carefully con-
sider not only who will fill Downey's job,
but how that position can best work in
concert with business owners, the Cham-
ber of Commerce and citizens to keep the
downtown thriving.

City councilman Bill Hartsock will end
28 years of service to the residents of
Farmington March 31, after he and his

‘lovely bride-to-be settle into their new

home, just outside city limita. Although
we're disnppointed to see him leave, we
wish the couple every happiness,

Hartsock has seen the community
through a generation of growth nnd pros-
perity, contributed an untold wealth of
knowledge and common sense to every-
thing from bond elections to cable compa-
ny negotiations. He has a great deal of
which to be proud.

Farmington is a well-run city with few
serious problems, but the future will
include tough redevelopment issucs and
rehabilitation of aging infrastructure,
with less and less help from state and
federal sources.

It has been six years since a new face
appeared in Farmington city govern-
ment, and the appointment officials
make now is critically important. They'll
be looking for someone with vision, some-
one who can help bring a new energy to
this historic and vital city.

Daniel Moynihan once said the single
most exciting thing you discover in gov-
ernment is competence, because it's so
rare. Let’s hope the council’s appoint-
ment is somcone who generates as much
excitement as the man whose departure
requires them to do so.

Red Cross needs help
for local disaster relief

There's more to March than the NCAA
_basketball championship, the first day of
spring and St. Patrick's Day. It's also Red
‘Cross Month. ‘

For almost 60 years, the month has
been sct nside by the President of the
United States who is the honorary choir-
man of the American Red Crosa. The tra-
dition started in 1943, when then Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt declared March
Red Cross Month to get Americans to
donate moncy ta the War Fund,

1n 2002, we again are nt war. Our
nemesis is Osama bin*Laden and his al-
Qacda terrorist network which perpetrat-
ed the horror and tragedy of Sept. 11,
What transpired that day and the
nation's response to the teagedy ns it
unfolded before our eyes in bright living
color is a testament to what it means to
be an American.

On that dny, area residents flocked to
the Southeastern Michigan Chapter of
the American Red Cross” bleod donor
centers. By the end of the day, they had
given 1,408 units of blood and within the
next two weeks a total of 25,838 units, or
150 percent of what the Red Cross nor-
mally callects,

Within doys of the attacks, residents,
young ond old alike, were contacting the
chapter to offr financial support for Red
Cross' Liberty Fund, From a young girl
who mnde flag pins to sell for donnti

by voluntary donuntions from lacal citi-
zens,” said Rose Hirsch, director of the
chapter's volunteer services. “We certain-
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M Airport response

In a March 7th letter entitled “Airport
services gone®, the writer complains that
the midfield terminal concessfona will
lose congiderable revenue as a result of
restricting people without an airline
ticket from the terminal area.

Allowing visitors into the terminal
arca would significantly increase the
alrendy swollen lines at nirport security
check points, creating an untenable sce-
nario for both passengers and visitors
alike. This policy alse compromises air-
part security effectiveness. The cost of
ndding additional security check points
to accommodate visitors would be borne

by taxpayers and/or passengers.
The long-term effect would be a fur-
ther reduction in ial air travel

ly would like to e those int. t
ed in community service to use Red Cross
Manth as a time to consider volunteering
for the Red Cross.” '

But the chapter is also asking resi-
dents to think about something clse ...
making a financial donation to the Local
Disaster Relief Fund. Since 9-11, dona-
tions to the fund have been down dra-
matically, and the chapter now faces a
$750,000 shortfall.

Donations to the Local Disaster Relief
Fund stay in the tri-county area.

They are apecifically designated for
direct assistance to disaster victims in
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties.
The chapter estimates that it responds to
an avernge of four house and apartment
fires and other disasters daily.

Since 9-11, locnily, the Red Cross has
helped more than 2,300 people recover
from residential fires, most recently Sun-
day, when a child was killed and 13 peo-
ple were left homeless following a fire in
Detroit. The Red Cross provided the vie.
tims with vouchers for temporary hous.
ing, food and clothing. The fund also is
used to supply vouchers to replace house-
hold furnishings, prescription for

to the Red Cross to more formal rallics
and fund-raisers, this area contributed
some $16 million to the fund which is
dedicated to the victims and survivors of

-11.

The chapter alao saw an increased
interest in volunteerism as a result of the
attacks. In the two months after 8-11,
more than 1,000 people called to volun-*
teer and twice that number of businesses
called to hold blood drives. Another 800-
plus people went through orientation to
volunteers in such areas as blood collec-
tion and disnster response.

Volunteers are the heart of the Red
Cross. According to the Southeastern
Michigan Chapter, there are 150 volun-
teers to every one paid staff member, like
the widow in Farmingten and the retired
school teacher in Westland who help out
nt blood drives.

“Most people don't realize that most
Red Cross work is dane by local velun-
teers, in local communities, and is funded

dicine and supplies for work.

We stepped up to the challenge of help-
ing in whatever way we could on 9-11.
But we also need to step up to the chal-
lenge in our own backyard, Thanks to the
donations of Americans young and old,
the survivors of 9-11 will be cared for in
the future, but we also necd to look after
these close to home,

Charity begins nt home ian't an adnge,
it's a fact. Whether it's the Red Cross, the
homeless shelters or soup kitchens, we
need to remember the people in the
motropolitan arca who fall victim to dis-
asters. Their plight may not play out on
televisions across the country, but their
necds are just as great.

March is Red Cross Month, and we
encournge residents to roll up their
alceves, open up their checkbooks and
give to the South dichi Chnp-

T

and ndditional inconveniences to paasens

gers, Airport concessions are intended to

promote passenger convenience, not cre-

ate additional hassles or added costa.
Danial G. Dubin

Farmington Hills

W Vetoed proposal

As a parent representative on the FPS
Groduation Requi ta Commi 1

vetoed the Draft Prggmsnl {a veto the
e )

we have consistently heard nothing but
the highest praise for Officor Beerbower.
It is gratifying to ace n Farmington Hills
polico officer that genuinely carcas about
the community, its citizens and business
owners. ’

What a contrast with those at tho
FHPD that prey on citizens and business
owners that have, at worst, shown poor
porsonal judgment or committed minor
infractions of the law. Perhaps the doy
will come when high quality individuals
such as Wayne Beerbower will lead our
police department away from the current
policy of contempt for its citizens and
move taward a mission of dedication and
service to the citizens and business own-
ers of Farmington Hills.

‘We feel very strongly that it is just o
matter of time, along with personnel
changes, before this department provides
the highest level of police service cur-
rently enjoyed by communities such as
Birmingham and Bloomfield Hills, Our
family will continue to patiently awnit
that day.

Mark and Jean Gordanier
Farmington Hills

H Attitude adjustment

It is sad that many are out of work,
4 colutions i d the

. The proposal pre-
sented to the Board was upgraded from
the Draft, but more in form than in any
menningfu_‘l substance to the student.

Attached is o d 1

but g
problem.

Jobless pay should be a aafety net, not
h}gh cnough to make unemployment an

n I prep as
a follow-up to the Administration to a
lengthy letter following the "

tyle, ‘Wage and
*Living Wa; ates reduced the number
of jobs avai

of my veto. I nlso presented this to par-
ents at one of the parent forums, the
Farmington High School Parent Adviso-
ry Group meeting.

The bottom line is that many sec-
ondary school students see little in sub-
stance of the student-centered instruc-
tion embodied in the Secondary Reform
adopted in 1990,

Revised graduntion requirements
should be set with full effective imple-
mentation of Secondary Reform initia-
tive that are based on the belief “that all
students can learn,”

It would then include an implementa.
tion to achieve it.

The actun! proposal is based on main-
taining the status que. A belief that set-
ting high standards for all students to
achieve is “cookie cutter” education, that
all students can't learn, and required
courses should be kept to a minimum s¢
that students can choose electives to
avoid clnsses in subjects that thoy don't
underatand and still get a high school
diploma.

The Committee report should be
accepted with thanks and an alternative
approach taken.

Another viewpoint to consider in your

ter’'s Local Disaster Relief Fund.
Becnuse, s they say, there but for the
grace of God goes me.

G HENSSTHT ( OORPHIN O

MW Spring has sprung

Spring officinlly began March 20 and has the beginnings of a much better yenr,
" Soon the maples, ash, beech and poplars will be green again and will exude their
life-giving oxygen into the air, Lawns and flowers will bloom. Birds will sing in the
tree branches. Rivers and streama will surge from spring rains.

The news tnedin tells us the recession appears to be over. People are beginning te
“feel more secure in their jobs. Factories are beginning to expand production and sell

:more of their products.

 The stock market is on the upswing. The housing and autemobile industries are

:pumping more blood in America’s veina. It looks like we are in for a very good year.

Kenneth Kemp
Farmington

Dave York
Farmington Hills

H Pralse for Beérbower

What a refreshing change to read
about the tenacity of Officer Wayne
Beorbower and his success in capturing
the persistent laptop thioves here in
Farmington Hills, «

While insurance coverage may pay for
stalen hardware, it rarely covers the
thousands of hours involved (to oy &oth-

Excessive tnxes on wealth and profits
reduced incentives for investment,
Environmental barriers to develop-
ment reduced the need for employees.
America has not run out of frantiers to
conquer. We do need an attitudo adjust-
ment,
Hank Borgman
Farmington

B What about
academics?

In reply to the March 7 letter from
Denise Albrecht: I'm not sure why Mrs.
Albrecht supports the mave to the 0AA
and her letter sheds no light on this
issue, - S

Her belief that tho OAA move is geod
for our athletic p is inl

ferent about the Harrizon football pro-
‘gram is the outstanding levol of success.

Many porents choose to have their stu-
denta attend different high schools for
academic reasons. Should we stop this
practice also?

If we were to not allow student to par-
ticipate in the best programs, athletic or
scademic, we would witness an
increased move to private schools.

If you want to worry abaut a real prob-
lem in our athlotics department, why
do?n'n we talk about ACADEMIC cligibill-
t;

Right now a student is eligiblo if he's
passing five of his scven classes. That
means a student with two *F"s and five
“D"s can play in that week's game. Who
thinks that's in the student's best inter-
osts? - .

Terry Elsey
Farmington Hills

M Narrow thinking

As o parent in the Harrison Communi.
ty, I find Ms. Albrecht's thinking very
narrow. That Ms. Albrecht can only cite
football as a reason to attend Harrison
High School shows how little she truly
knows about the school.

1 was blessed with daughters, so foots,
ball certainly didn't influence my deci-
sion to send them to Harrison, The fact
that we live within the school boundaries
was only partially responsible for the
decision. However, what did influence us
to choose Harrison was it's fine reputa-
tion for music and academics. Over the
years, | have seen neighborhood children
pick different high schools for a variety

. -of reasons, whether it be the Japanese
program at North, soccer team at Farm-
ington or music program at Harrison.

1 think the real issue should not be
with Harrison's football program, hut
how do we transfer that success to our
othor school programs.

‘What Coach Herrington and his staff
have been able to accomplieh over the
years is to ba congratulated and emulat.
ed. The support of the families, both past
and present, is a remarkable thing, cape-
cially to an outside observer.,

Rather than criticize, T think our time
would be better spent developing ways to
recreate that network of interest and

dication for all of aur |

1 might add, If I had sona and they
wanted to play football, you can bet I
would_l:e looking for the best program

misplaced and shows an apparent lack of
lénderamndinx about the setup of the
-

Farmington High's fine football perfor-
mance of two years ago, when they won *
the District title, would have caused this
year’s 0-8 team to bo moved up to a more
difficult division, .

Thus, if two years ago Farmington had
crushed everybody in OAA Division II1,
this year's tenm would have had to play
in Division I1. The reason for this is that
the OAA adjusts for performance every
two years.

As far as studenta attending schools
other than their “home” schools, I'm sure
that Mrs. Albrecht is aware that Farm-
ington schools are an “open” school dis-
trict where studenta may attond any
school as long os there is room. (Note
that Harrison has tho smallest enroll
ment of any of our high schools.}

Mrs. Albrecht should be commending
the Harrison football program on their

ing of the misery) in 880
machines after they are replaced. On
behalf of all busincsa owners that have
hnd computers stolen or computers that
would have been stolen if not for the
cfforts of Officer Beerbower, thank you
for sparing us this nightmare.

On a number of unrelated occasions,

auccess, If sho wern to check, sho would
find that key members of Farmington's
men's soccer team and of Nerth Farm-
ington's women's awim tenm and men's
basketball team (at lenat two of the five
atarters this year) are not attending
their "hotme" achools, The only thing dif-,

and I'm thankful that [ live in
anmrict that afforded mo that opportu.
nity.
Janet Schrock
Farmington Hills

‘Share your oplinions

We welcome your lstters to the edltor.
Please include your name, address and
phone number for verification. We ask
that your latters ba 400 words or less.
We may edIt for clarity, space and
content.
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