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Art, function and design

Innovative exhibit presenters thrive on creativity

BY LINDA ANN CROMIN
il
Ichomin®oo.homecomm.net

nnovation and the ability to
I make life fun — thoso two ele-

ments recently motivated
exhibition presenters at three
venues in Rochester to think
about attitudea toward art.
Their gonl - to change the per-
ception that paintings, sculpture
and decorative works exist for an
clite fow. By altering the way in
which art is showcased, Design-
haus Gallery, Paint Creck Cen-
tor for the Arts, and Art du
Renard Studio Galerie hope to
draw a diverse group of viewers
in from the street,

Creativity and practicality just
seem to go together at Designe
haus Gallery where owner Peter
Stuhlr?yar displays art as a woy

Aitematlva Art Spaces

hisl

by K

M D Gallery
through Friday, March 29,
: {248) 8014422

M Paint Creek Center for the Arts

111 West Secand St.

en i
, Rochester, call

and

with clay. Her fluted, shell-like
objecta encourage viewers to
inspect every nook and cranny.
Cristen Velliky, who earncd
degrees from College for Cre-
t:tive Studies and Cranbrook Art

demy, entices anlookers with

Lind

art by Michigan artlsans, and

by Linda Ferguson throu
Saturdey, Aprit 6, 407 Pine 5t., Rochester, call (248) 6514110

- @ Ant du Renard Studlo Galerie displays portralture by James Fox, .
down tha stalrs at 415 Walnut St., Rochester, call (810) 914-

0928CHART

See Women, A fine art and com-
mereial photographer, Caldwell
opened the gallery with an
exhibit of her images of the
Packard Plant designed by lege
endary architect Albert Kahn,
Caldwell chose Marzorati as
the se'cond artist because of his

and give something back.

*Ken Marzorati's work is
something different that I've
never seen before. One of the
goals {8 to show non-traditional,
cutting-edge art. It goes along
with the whole theme of Peter
opening a gallery in front of his

hi ¢ studio.”

""in{ngery, Tuond

of ing his ar
services. Located in the front of
his design business, the gallery
lights the work of Michii
artists like Ken Marzorat{ whose
photography continues on exhib.
it through Friday, March 28.
Marzorati creates surreal
imnges of muscums floating on
bodies of water, and figures
resembling time-worn marble
sculptures.
Inviting

*“The gallery is a way to invite
peaople in,” said Stuhlreyer who
studied painting and drawing
while working toward a degree
in architecture ot the University
of Cincinnati. “The space is fun.
The architectural firm moved
here in December and might out-
grow the space in five years but
the gallery will stay.

“I have an apprecintion for fine
art. I see whot we do ns a fine
art. My architectural interests
were brought on by art not by an
interest in construction.”

Gallery director Mary Cald-
wel) applauds the philosophy
behind Stublreyer incorporating
a galery into the architecture
studio, She will oversee daily
operation of the space that will
soon spotlight large-scale land-
scape paintings by Malo, an
Albanian-born artist, and a

- group photography show, Women

d birds on a wire
tucked inside the mixed media
“Auspex.” Look into the mir-
rored surface and see what you
discover,

It'a apparent, Cynar enjoys
spotlighting the creativity of
Michigan artists. Downstairs in
the first flcor gallery are oil and
pastel abatract drawings by
Linda Ferguson of Munising.
Ferguson believes that saered-
ness permeates all things and
her work ia about that spiritual
connection, “Between Stones”
takes viewers on o walk alang
the beach. Using soothing,
rounded pebbles, Ferguson
l;:nlills a sense of tranquility in
the anlook

) it .
by unusual methods, Afn~wnn° Art, Function and Design
print into the washing machino John Cynar sticks to tradi-

then using it ns'a paper negative  tional forms of y art
to create figures bli while i hibits at Paint

ancient sculpture, The Ferndale
photographer does all of his
work in the darkroom including
the surreal photo-montages gen-
crated with multiple enlargers.
“The gallery was Peter's vision
from the beginning,” said Cald-
well. “It's another way to be
involved with the ity

Creck Center for the Arts, except
for the month of March, Whimai-
cal furniture and decorative
objects cheer visitors to the sec-
ond-floor gallery, Young and old
alike atop to take a second look
at Leslie Denyer’s “Cake Table.”
Decorated with roses, the steel
ticred brings o quick

Decorative object: Henry
Tanaka exhibits this clay
vessel in “Art, Function
and Design.”
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smile and exclamationa of awe.
Art, Function and Design spot-
lights multi-talented artista the
orta center has shown in the
past. Known for his glass sculp-
tures, Oxford artist Herb Bab-
cock returns to the vessel for-
mat. Ceramist Kniser Suidan
invites collectors to create their
own wall piece from his clay
spheres. A colorful tile-topped
table with Suidan's signature
cones for legs begs a second

glance,
What Chihuly does with glass,
Tracy Flynn of Rochester dees

It is this contrast in exhibits
thnt entices. The dual aspect of
chairs, tables and screens in the
functionnl show is sure to draw
visitors, art lovers or not.

“I wanted to Jook at furniture
as the main component and art

‘as functionnl,” said Cynar, exhi-

bitions director. *I'm excited
looking at another nspect of the
art werld, For me as a curator,
it's useful and functional. Since
1982, our intent has becn to
show contemporary art by Michi-
gan artists, I try to work with
the rich talent here.”

Art du Renard

Just behind the arts center,
Jomes Fox turned a downstairs
space into an innovative studio
ana gallery to showcase his tal-
ents ns o draughtsman. After 30
years as a creative director in
ndvertising, the Royal Oak artist
is turning his talents to portrai-
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Functional art: Pontiac
artist Ray Katz created
this screen, and chair
(right) from steel. It is one
of dozens of works in

a group show at Paint
Creek Center for

the Arts.

ture. The skillful rendering of
men, women and child pre-

down the stairs from his broth-
er's busi Fox Productions.

serves loved anes for all time,

Fox, who opened Art du
Renard Studio Galeric on Fri-
day, March 1, invites all into his
working studio where graphite
on paper drawings tell the story
of sisters and undercover Detroit
police officers.

*It's fine art and portraiture as
a fine art,” said Fox during a

“It's a statement rather than
just portraiture. I call them
moments in shades of black with
white. It's capturing that .
moment and preserving it as nn
heirloom. I try to find out what
they enjoy. If they like to sail 1
can do something on their boat.”
Flexibility scems to be key to -
showing art in alternative
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Sponsored by

Halbert Capital
Management,
Camilleri/Rafferty,
& UBS
PaineWebber

Village Players

prasents

Neil Simon’s

Proposals

March 15, 16, 17*, 22, 23, 24*, 29, 39
2 p.m. matines, all other parformances at 8 p.m.
Reservations: 248-644-2075

34680 Woodward Avenus at Chestnut Street
2 blocks south of Maple

tour of the studio/gallery just

Just vou

Oakland Community College presents

BLACKTHORN
Wonderful melodies
and traditional lrish
music with a touch
of comedy.

cl

spaces.

OARLAND.
COMMUNITY
couia

8:00 p.m., Friday
March 22th, 2002
OCC Hi d Lakes Campus
Student Center Arena
7350 Cooley Lake Road,
Waterford, Ml
General Admission *10.00
Students & Seniors *8.00
— Ample Porking -

Far more information calt
(248) 942-3241

WIN gREE TICKETS!

Y Meadow Brook
@ Theatre

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY S PROFESSIONAL IHEATRE COMPANY :

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

Temperatures Rise as a
Family is Caught in the Heat

MAR 20 - APR 14

By Tennessee Willlarms

The fine line between greed and
desire disappears in the heat of a
Mississippi night. This Pulitzer
Prize-winning tale of unbridled
avatice is an American classic. Big
Daddy. son Brick and Maggie “the
Cat” chase each other’s lies until
the truth comes out.

METRATING ADUIT (ANCURGE AXD $ITUATIONS

Tickets start at just 517!
MBT BOX OFFICE:

! (248) 377-3300
GROUP DISCOUNTS: 1248) 370-3316
. www.mbtheatre.com
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COUPLES NIGHT! Buy voe 1 ket qet second hall price! Wexd, Thars & Sun rughts

— Win Tickets to See MBT's —

Sace today's ORE classilied ads - Section 783, Cats--for the winniny
answorl Send postcard with the corroct answar, your nama, address
daytime phone to: HOT TIN ROOF CONTEST, Moadow Brook Theatre,
Oakland University, Rochestor, MI 48309. Five winnors will be randomty
salacted from entries with correct answers received by Wednesday, April
3rd.
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