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CC’s Baker chosen area’s top swim coac

BY C.d. RISAK

STAFF WRITER
cjrisak@oc.homecomm.not

. When you have three teams
representing two of the better
conferences in the metro-Detroit
area finish among the top-12
squads at the stato finals, it's
not too difficult to figure wha's
going to dominate the all-
Observerland tenm,

Plymouth Salem once again
captured the Westorn Lakes
Activities Association champi-
onship, its 10th-straight title.
For the second-consecutive year,
Plymouth Canton was second at
the conference meet.

At state, Salem placed fifth;
Canton was 12th. Considering
all that Chuck Olson has accom-
plished in his many years at
Salem, and that Canton —
under the guidance of Ed Weber,
in his sccond yenr ns coach —
badn't done this well at state in
a decnde, both deserved some
attention as our coach of the
year,

But that distinction goes to
Redford Catholic Central coach
Jeff Baker, who in hiy third year
ny conch guided the Shamrocks
to a second-place finish behind
state power Birmingham Broth-
er Rice in the Catholic League
finaly nnd to n fourth at the state
meet,

M ‘1 think we surprised
ourselves. After the
first day (preliminaries),
we were predicted to
be seventh. It was fan-
tastic. Top to bottom,
we exceeded our expec-
tations.’

Jeff Baker
Redford Catholic Central coach

“I think we surprised our-
selves,” said Baker of CC's state
meet, “After the first doy (pre-
liminnries), we were predicted to
he seventh, 1t was fantastic.

“Top to bottom, we exceeded
our expectations,”

nker also found himself in a
situation similar to that con-
fronting Salem last yenr at state
meet, and so he used a lesson
learned from Salem’s Olson and
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loaded up all three relays. The
result: a second in the 400-yard
freestyle relay and fillhs in both
the 200 medley and 200 freo
relaya,

That kind of ceaching, and
tapering his kids' performances
so they produced their best dur-
ing the scason’s biggest meet
(something Olann and Weber
also did very well), enrned Baker
the Observerland coach of the
year title.

FIRSY TEAM

Cathollc Contral, 200-yard mediey rolay:
The senlor foursome of Zoch Fellrath, Miko
Kruszewskl, Oryant Steely and Brott Meco-
nis set standards for the €C swimming
team that Hfadn't besn motched in recent
yeors, both Individuaily and a3 a team.

The toam ploced fifth at the stote meet
ond won the Cranbeook Invitationat, East:
ern Michigsn University Relays and tho
Catholic Lopgus Moet. Thelr best time niso
set a achool record, clocking a 1:36.81,
ond the tonm set now pool secords at Livo
nia Stevenson and Lake Orion.,

“They had fantastic swims ot the stato
meot and wers our fastost toam ovar ol
CC.* s8ld cooch Jeif Baker.

Ben Dzlnlo, Salom, 200 froestyle: A
Junior, Dzialo finished 30th in the state In
the 200 free in 1:45,68, ono of his four
scoting swims. He also placed shth in the
100 buttarfly In 51,40 ond was part of two
Saiem retay teams,

Thtee times Dzlalo has ¢pachod All-
American status and five times ho's been
altstate. “Ben Dzlalo has positioned him-
solf as o contender for the 2003 stote
meet In any ovant,” sald Selom coach

bost performances for the end of the sea-
son, placing second In both the 50 fige
(22,25) and 100 frea (48.80) at the WLAA
meot, then tinishing fourth In the 50 froe
(21.60) and 10th In the 100 free (47.96)
at the stoto finala.

Sk times Johnson has buen all-state

“His dedidation and work ethic helped
58t the tono for tho scason,” Baker sald,

+Salam, 200 freestyle relay: This four-
#ome splashed (0 & thidplace finish at the
atato finals In 1:28.32; without Lynn.
Saolom was second In the WLAA,

Johnson's, Ozinla‘s and Lynn's accom-

and Whree times he's been . He
aiso won tho Mike Kilgore Aword for aca-
demic (4.2 GPA) and pthietic achlevamaont,

“Mike alwoys showed the woy to apply
\yourself in practice and compete with con-
fidence and dignity,” sald Otsca,

Dan Rals, Lvonta Frankiin, diving: The
sophomore qualified for tha state meet for
the second straight year atter a 10th place
finish ot tho Closs A feglonal,

Rals finished 30th overall at the state
mest. Ho also took second in the WLAA
meat with a polat total of 335,35, His best
six-dive 1o1a) was 225.4 In o dual meot
against Northville,

*Dan piaced fiist or second at every one
of our (regulor season) moots,” Frankiin
coach Kevin Hatner said. “He alsa cwam the
$0 freestyle and on our 200 freestyle ond
200 medicy relny tcams when noaded.”

Rals is also an accomplished gymnast
who will compole noxt month at the
nationals.

Bryant Steols, CC, 100 butterfly: A key
member in several guolity reloy teams, CC
senlor Bryant Steele gid quite woll when he
waa on his own.

Stoolo took third at the state meet In
tha 100 butterfly, and racked up four first-
place finishes ot the CHSL champlonships.
He atso accumulated eight poot records
and set a league secord in this ovent,
Baokar sald Sieele’s offseason workouts
pald big dwidends this yeor.

*Bryont’s tralning attitude greatly
Improved 1his yoar and it showed with bis
achlevements,” he sald. *He's a swimmer
who knew what he wanted ond trained very
hord to ottain his gools.”

Matt Wisnlowskl, Canton, 100 ’mllyl-.

Chutk Olson. “He's an tolent
wilh an gttude to motch, and oo excel
lent student, maintalning o 4,1 GPA.*

Erc Lynn, Salem, 200 IM: A team co-
captain, Lynn proved himself to be one of
1ho stato’s best awimmers, finishing first
ot state meet In the 200 IM (1:52.67} and
second [n the 100 backsiroke (51.03). At
the Western Lokes Activities Association
Champlonship meet, Lynn was an individu-
ol event doublo-winnoer, captuting the 200
freo (1:46.19) and 100 back (53.23),

Lynn hos boen oll-state seven times, All-
Amoricon five times and holds the varsity
1eom record In the 100 froestylo (48.69),
1he 100 backsiroke (51.03) and Is on ol
hree relays. He was his toam’s Most Volu-
able Swimmer this season.

“Eric has had on outsianding high
school career,” said Olson. “Eric has the
ability and the porsonaiily 1o et the exam-
pla for his teommates. Ho is wellrespectod
by opponents and thelr coaching staffs.”

Mike Johnson, Salem, 50 frasstyle;
Johnson. a senior co-coptain, seved his

o sonlor, wos
Canton's 12ih-ptace finish ot the smu
finals. A tcom co-captain, he copped his
prop carear with a pair of topsix finishos
ot state, placing sixth i the 100 froo
(47.82) and fifth In the 200 frea {1:44,73),
He also won both the 50 {22.18} and 100
(48,55} ond was pan of two winning refays
ot the WLAA meat.

“Molt has improved greatly,” sald Con-
1on conch Ed Waber, *Last yonr was his
first time qualifying for stale meet and this
year he's alistate, His success will show
his teammates thot hord work does pay
off.”

Nich Morkou, CC, 500 ftoestyla: If In
scoson improvement counts for anything,
CC sonior Nick Markou would get high
marks for his 2001-02 season.

He shaved 15 seconds off his SO0
freestyle time, winning the CHSL meet and
toking seventh place at ihe stato meot. Ho
s0ld his proudest achlevoment was being

have been Vivlan,
a Junior, plocad sixth at tho WLAA finals
(23.5) ond onmed Solem’s Most Improved
Swimmer awnrd.

“Matt mads groot strides,” sald Otson
of Vivian, who carrles a 4.2 GPA, *Whonew
or ho got an opportunity, he look advan-
toge of his sltustlan ang ummlan with
ha best In the state.”

Zach Folteath, CC, Melulmlm Another
top senlor for CC, Zach Folirath $wam woll
enough In 2002 to write his nome.Inta the
school record books.

Fotlrath wet new achoot records In tha
100 backstroke, and finlshod ninth ot the
stale meet with a tima of 53.55, He aiso
helped ta sot a school record In the mediey
taloy, and wos a membor of CC's stato-
champlonshia winning cross country team.

“Zach's cross countey tralning groatly
sided his swimming.® Baker said. “Ho was
a surprise addition 1o our 16am two years
ago, ond now ho's 8 record helder ot the
school.”

Mika Kruezewskl, CC, braaststroke: A
fun guy aul of the pool, sanlor Mixo
Kruszawskl was all business In the peol.
Known 03 en sthlote who pravides “comic
tollal” on the team, he stapped Lp In some
af tho team’s biggest meots this year with
some excellent performances.

Krusrewsk) dolivered his state-qualifylng
timo (n the AC0 breaststreke at the
Catholic League meot with a time of
1:02.85. Ho also 100k first-place honors ot
tho Cronbrook Invitational and took third In
the Catholic Laogus meet. capping o four-
yoar varsily coreor. *Miko provided tho
comic telief tor the team during troining,
and camo through In the clutch with some
Eteat swims s our top breaststioker,”
said conch Jotf Baker.

Cathollo Central, 400 frasatyle rolay:
High schapl 1aams tond to took to their
seniors when o meot is 10 bo won or lost.
ond the senlorisden 400 freestyle talay
1eam for CC delivered all scason long.

The comblngstion of Kevin Ryan, Nick
Markou, Bryant Stecle and Brett Meconls
netted AllAmerican honors with theie time
of 310,53, which was good far second
place at the Division 1 siate meet, This
group also set new schoo) and poo) records
all ovar the place, In addition to winning
the CHSL charplonship,

“If tho meet was on the fino, | wanted
this relay together to geot tho Job dona,”
Qoker sald. “They hod great swims mult-
ple times 10 presenve wins.”

SECOND TEAM
Salem, 200 medisy rolay: At the state
finals, this Rocks® foutaome avercomo a

named captain of the. atlte be
lived up to, according 10 his coach,
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1st Round Home Playoff Schedule
Game 1 (A): Friday, March 22 @ 7:30 pm
Game 3 (B): Tuesday, March 26 @ 7:30 pm

*Game 5 (C): Saturday, March 30 @ 7:30 pm
* Game 7 (D): Tuesday, April 2 @ 7:30 pm

*- if necessary

Individual playoff tickets just 10 and $15

Call (734) 453-8400 to charge fickets by phone

norfor
mance ta earn a seventh-placo finish
(1:37.89), Without Johinson, thay 8lso fin-
Ishod second ot tho WLAA finals
(1:42.14),

Dzlalo and Shawatter are the two Juniors
In the group. Showatter, the breastsiroker,
placed second ot the WLAA finals In the
100 branst {1:04.48), but he moved up in
oll his stiokes,

“Matt hoc a very geod Junior year ond

has improved in all his steokes,” sald
Olson. “He should bo a driving force as o
saalor,®

Tim Ryan, CC, 200 freestyle: Sonlor Tim
Ryan, another of CC's (alantad senlor
provided key paints for tho Sham-
racka In the distance swim events this
30as0n. He finished with a 1:40.15 in the
200 freestylo In the CHSL meot and helpod
the toam to a fourth-place finish at the
state moot.

“Great training and work elhic allowed
Tim to accomplish his gosls,” Boker snld,

Rob Cyrek, CC, 2 : Gne of the
youngest members of the CC team was
2lso one of Its bost. Froshman Rob Cyrek
rocorded some of the best limes In sevoral

Coach Jeff Bakor
Catholic Contro)

Ben D2ialo

Plymouth Salem

races in the Obsorvor araa Lhis ssasoq,

He rang up b 2:01.94 [n the 200 1M, and
dalivered 5 49.66 in the 100 freastyls,
both among the best timas In the orea (n
hose events this season. 0

Kevin Ryan, CC, 50 fraastyls: Sanlor
aaptain Kavin Ryen had & season (o "
temember in 2002, plcking up All-Stats
ond Ali-American honors for the Sham.
rocks, Ho was a threetime stale qualifier
In the 50 freestyte and wos the Catholic
Leagus champ and firsi-ptace finlsher ot
the Eastorn Michigan Rolays. *

"As o captain and leadolf swimmer for
the freo refays, ho sat the tono for the
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Erle Lynn
Plymouth Salem

Miko Johnson
Plymouth Salem

Bryant Stosle
Catholic Central

Matt Wisnlowskl
Plymouth Cantan

Zach Fellrath
Cathollc Central

Nick Markou
Cathollc Central

Matt Vivian
Plymouth Salem

ALL-AREA SWIMMING & DIVING

2002 ALL-DBSERVER TEAM
BOYS SWIMMING & DIVING
FIRST.TEAM INDIVIDUALS
200-yard freestyle
Ben Drialo, Junior, Pymouth Solem
200-yard Ingividual mediey
Erlc Lynn, senlot, Plymouth Salom
50-yard kesstyle
Mike Johnson, sealor, Pymouth Salem
Diving
Dan Rals, sophomata. Livonia Fraaklin
100-yard batterfly
Oryant Steale, senlor, Catholic Centrol
100-ysrd froestyle
Matt Wisniewshl, senlor, Plymouth Canton
800yard freeatyle
Nick Matkou, senlor, Catholie Cantrat
100-yurd backstroke
Zach Folitath, senior, Catholic Control
100-ysrd bessstatroke
Mike Kiuszewskl, senior, Catholic Ceatral
FIRSY-TEAM RELAYS

200.ya1d medley: Redtord Cathollc Cen-
teal (Zach Fellrath. Mika Kruszewskl.
Bryant Steele, Dot Maconls),

200-yard tresatyle: Plymouth Salem
(Mika Johnson, Matt Vivion, Ben Delalo,
Elc Lyan),

400yard freestyle: Rodtord Catholic Cen-
o) (Kevin Ryan, Nick Markou, Bryant
Steelo, Brett Meconis).

SECOND-TEAM INDIVIDUALS

200yard trpestyie
Tim Ryon, senlor, Cothalic Contral
200yerd individust madiny
Rob Cyrek, frashman, Colholic Central
et fiowstrle
Kevin Ryan, senior, Catholic Centrnl
Diving
Joo Rhode, junior, Catholic Central
00-yard butterny

1%t Mecanis, senior, Cathofic Central
100-yard treestyls
o0 L6, sophomoro, Plymouth Canton

Miko Kruszowskl Matt Showalter
Catholic Central Plymouth Safor
BOCyard freestyle,,
Nick Dison, freshman, Phymouth Solem
100 yard backstroks
Bloﬂ #Hison, senior, Plymouth Canton
100.yard beass\stroks
Matt Nowman, [unlor, North Farmingion
SECOND-TEAM RELAYS

200-ysrd medlay: Plymouth Safem (Eelc
Lynn. Bon Drlafo, Matt Showalter, Mike
Jonnson).

200-yard frewetyte: Redford Catholic Can-
tenl {Hevin Ryon, Rob Cytek, Brysat Steete,
Brott Mecania,

400-yard freestyle: Plymouth Canton
(Joe Le, Brad Nilson, Ryan Aharn, Mait Wis-
niewskl}.

HONORABLE MENTIONS
(state quatifiers}

Canton: Dennis Speck, Yuhel Uno; Nesth
Farmington: Sarmet Alver, Joson Bank,
Mohamad Bachrouche, Brian Clayson;
Stevenson: Brandon Truscott.
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