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Go soul-searching with Eels

gTv Y STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
scasola@oc.homecomm.not

Mark Oliver Everett, known simply
as the artist E of Los Angeles-based
Eols, might look a bit forcboding sport-
ing that unruly fit-for-ZZ Top beard,
but never fear. He's not out to steal
your soul or anything.

Eela latest record Souljacker toys
with a rather heady concept. In mod-
ern socicty, where souls are lost every
day, how can you hold onto what you
don’t know you have?

That question signaled E's ingpira-
tion for the songs that would be Soul-
Jacker I and If, From there, ho spun a
whole cast of characters that reflect
both the beauty and beast in the
world.

Here's the breakdown of selected
tracks from Souljacker:

Fresh Feeling
“It's a plain old love song. We're

actually doing a new veralon of it, I
wish we'd recorded it the way we're
doing it now. It's sort of (as) if Velvet
Underground had recorded it.”

Woman Driving, Man Sleeping

“That seng ia n song about being in-
botween. They've left something
behind and they’re heading for some-
thing else. It's up to you to decide. I've
hgurd wildly dlm.-mnt intemmtntmns
of it”

What je this note?

*“If you read the lyrics it's the worst
achool boy love song. That's what I love
about pop music. Any music, If you
hear the words, you can actually
change the meaning of the words with
music. The achool boy love part will
become quite an explosion and celebra-
tion of love.”

Dog-faced Boy
“That one I really took to heart, [

stopped shaving for a year, It's n very
differont life, particularly after Sept.
11. Even before, mothers would hide
their babjes. Children would hide
behind their mom's leg. I'd go to the
bank and the security guard {lips off
the safoty on his gun. After Sopt. 11,1
got way too much attention at the air-
port.”

Though he won't bo flying on this
tour, tho beard suits the fecling of
Souljacker. And like the title songs,
he's on his second one. E went in for a
haireut and trim and “came home look-
ing like George Michael.” He ngsured
that his whiskers are almost back to
their original glory.

* See Eels for yourself, 8 p.m. Friday,
March 29, The Magic Bag, Ferndale.
18 and older welcome. $16. Call (248)
544-3030.

Spooked out: Los Angeleno Mark Oliver Everett, known as Eels front-
man who sticks to one letter, E, will take over Ferndale’s Magic Bag -
tomorrow night. :
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