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Artist moves viewers with monumental sculpturé
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{ Heathor McGill admonishes
llnr Cranbrook Academy of Art
students for removing picces of
her sculpture from the trash,
Even though she’s cut it into
smnll picces, they're still drawn
to the remnants of discarded
work behind hor studio in
Bloomficld Hills,

1 It really should come aa no
gurprise to the head of the sculp-
ture dopartment  though.
McGill's imposing croations
remind viewers of bits of popular
cultum on a Jarge scale.

!As Claes Oldenburg simplified
nbjocts from everyday modern
Itfe in his sculpture, McGill plnys
off cushioning designs used by
Nike in its snenkers similar to
the woy New York Pop artists
like Andy Warhol ereated works
inspired by commercial design,
mass production and mass
medin, MeGill slightly restrue-
tures the “air bladder” shapes
then manually routs them out of
Styrofonm then stacks them to
create floor sculpture topped
with a sheet of laser-cut steel
pointed in white or powder blue.
Wall pieces take on striking col-
ors such as bright yellow or
lavender, All of the recent sculp-
ture and worka on paper can be
secn through Saturday, April 20
at Revolution Gallery in Fern-
dnle.

Mass production

*I'm very interested in finding
n shnpe that's mass produced,
anything mass production. It's
manufactured. That's different
from art, different rules,” said
McGill a native of California
where she carncd a master of
fine art degree from Son Fran-
cisco Art Institute in 1984. “Art

N ‘As achild | was
always bullding forts
and other things. |
want to make things
physlical in the world.
|1 want to create thrae-
dimenslional sculpture
and things. It's very
closely tied with the
Idea that when you
see it you have a rela-
tionship with an object,
not necessarily do
you know what It
means.’

Heather McGill

Sculptor

puts it through creativity which
has a different set of rules. I
wanted to make a collision occur
between those two.

*I'm also interested in materi-
als, I looked at design the lnst 5-
6 years to show how manufactur-
ers are using these materials.
The work is very similar in the
way they're built.”

Building or constructing
objects is something McGill's
done since she was a kid, Her
playfulncss comes out in both
the sculpture and works on
paper. The laser-cut drawings of
vintage autos mirror cach other
and form patterns that look like
flowers or snow{lakes from afar.

“As a child 1 was always
building forts nnd other things,”
aaid McGill, I want to mnke
things physical in the world. I
want to create three-dimensional
sculpture and thinga. It's very
closely tied with the iden that
when you see it you have a rela-
tionship with an object, not nee-

m_

THE WORLD!

“A WINNERI™
“WO THUMES UP!”
“WAY coonr”

IIOMANO I.IOI.IIZAMO

—a:

THEY CAME, THEY THAWED,
THEY CONQUERED...

_ssikv_@/f

o

DENIS- »
untvw e,

»

HOW PLAYING (R SNELAYAEL PARK
SpEagA 20 g YpoERAKD e

WA GATE 20 cms RO BELAIRCIR.
FHOMCATF PONTIAC mqw STERUNG HTS. ﬂﬂw WISTIAND
;WWE iwgmmm 15 MILE f[w&r LAXES CROSSING
mgw;l Bt 14 MILE WEOW PARK ;wggl:xm Hius
m}gqplf {344 m”&ﬂl mmfﬂ“ STADIUM 1
HANEITEVER SRTEWNPALADIUM 12 ou s SRErmaR I!

roraine

“NUTTIEST,

LOONIEST

COMEDY SINCE ‘GET SHORTY.”

-Jetfrey Lyons, WNBC-TV
“One of the funniest, darkest, did |
mention funniest films I've seen in forever”
-Cary Bergtund, KCAL-TV
“peath To Smoochy' is twisted,
wicked and very, very funny.”
-Alan Shiverman, HOLLYWOOD DYTES
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essarily do you know what it
means.

*I use colors that are hard to
ignore. The white floor sculp-
ture is very specific, very gencr-
al. I want the viewer to alow
‘down and leok at the thing
itsalf.”

It's hard to walk by the 45-
inch by 37-inch untitled lavender
wall piece constructed from ure-
thane, epoxy and aluminum, A
grid pattern of circles begs a
closer look into the intertwined
designs inside. For McGill, evo-
Jution scems to bo key to creat-
ing new work.

“Bach picce I learn something
from and progress it into another
plece,” sald McGill. “I'm very
interested in structure and how
it references out in the world.”

Fan

Rovolution Gallery director
Paul Kotula first became a fan of
McGill’s after seeing a show of
her work at Hill Gallery in Birm-
ingham in the early 1990s:

“It’s incredible,” said Kotula, “I

: A Gl Al
Wall sculpture: Heather McGill used urethane, epoxy
and aluminum to create this untitled work.

“The goa! is to show contempo-
rary art in all media that can
change pereeptions about body,
mind and heart,” said Kotula.
“Heather's work is wonderful,
All of these images are from
things that help us mave.”

like the clarity of forms and usc
of design as an element within
tho sculpture. The work is very,
very current because the
imagery comes from sneakers.
There’s something about the
imagea that are so much a part
of our life.”

The concopt behind McGill's
work reflects the mission of the

* Heathor McGlll
what: Exhibit of recent sculp-
ture and works on paper
When: Through Saturday,
Aprll 20
Where: Revolution Gallery,
.23257 Woodward Ave., south
of -696, Femdale, call {248)
541-3444

gallery founded ncarly 10 yenrs
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Have an intercsting idea for a
story? Call Obscrver & Eccentric
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin
at (734) 953-2145 or send e-mail
o lchomin@ oe. homecomm. nct

“R"'BACK YO THE FUTURE FOR A NEW GENERATION!"
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Lavendar wall art: It's hard.
to walk by the 45-inch by
37-inch untitled lavender -
wall piece constructed
from urethane, epoxy and .
aluminum, A grid pattern
of circles begs a closer look,
into the intertwined :
designs inside.
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“PANIC ROOK" WILL MAKE YOU JUMP OUT OF YU_U_[_SEAT"

Lot fenoes ROUUNG STONE

“IT'S ONE OF
THE BEST FILMS
YOULL SEE

AL YEAR™

a

“CREEPY.
SCARY 4ND
NAIL-BITING
AN ENTERTAINING
MOVIE RIDE”

“THIS MOVIE PUTS'
THE THRILL BACK
IN THRILLER"
JODIE FOSTER S
EXTRAQRDINARY!

“THE M0ST

TERRIFVING

THRILLER OF
THIS TYPE
IN YEARS™

"PURE CINENATIC
GENIUS THIS IS
ONE THAT S NOT
0 BE AMSSED

“THIS FOUR STOR)

THRILLER PUSHES

ALL THE RIGHT
PANIC BUTTONS™
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PANIC ROOM
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STAR TAYLOR |

“Visceral Thrllls. and
Furiousty Charged.”

Remes Rodriqet, TFRRLM HIEALD
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