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We came, we saw and we did not conquer,
That's it in a nutshell for last week's journey to
the Montana badlands for ABC 2002,

The bowlers were greeted with a red carpet
everywhere in town, and the people of Billings
were congenigl and friendly to the bowlers and
convention delegates everywhere we went,

1 would like to say that the three teams from
the Greater Detroit Bowling

——
Assacintion were bowling at TEN PIN
their very best. On the first day ALLEY

in team events, we felt like Gen-
eral Custer must have felt at the
battle of Little Bighorn, about 50
miles away.

The second day was singles
and doubles. Most of us were
getting Letter adjusted to the
lane conditions, but still nothing
worth writing about in this
newspaper or anywhere clse.

If you are a bowler, you should
also have n good sense of humor,
so that you can lnugh it off when you are not
doing all that great.

Jack Dahlstrom of Redford did manage a cou-
ple of good games back-to-back; Ron Lancaster of
Westland and I both struggled but still cranked
out a few good scores.

In all, about 55,000 bowlers will compete in
this event before it concludes in June, 02
in Montana will have had the largest turnout of

if outside of the National Bowling Sta-
dium in Reno.

Thomas F. DeChallus served as president of
ABC this ycar, the first African-American to hold
this office and an cx-New York City firefighter.
In the ABC, the office duration of tho president is
only for one year. His successor is Jim Bevins of
Knoxville, Tenn., coincidentally the site for next
years ABC tournament and convention.

In the legislative sessions, some issues were
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adopted and others rejected.

The voting ran smoothly and the GDBA delega-
tion voted as a block. An item not up for a vote
until next year is the idea of a single membership
organization (SMO). The purpose of it would be to
consolidate operations of ABC, WIBC, YABA and
USA Bowling into one organization, to be named
later,

This would mark a significant change if passed,
and according to ABC exccutive director Roger
Dalkin, it would result in an annual savings of
approximately $1.8 miltion, which would make it
feasible to operate more efficiently and without o
raise in membership dues for a longer period.

This proposal is still under study by an ad hoc

i which includes GDBA President Mar-
vin Dooley of Southfield.

There were many who spoke up either pro or
con, and the entire issue will require further
study. Anyone who has any ideas on the subject
can write me ot this newspaper or phone tho
GDBA. Your and ideas are

This decision can affect the future of our sport.
The ABC and WIBC would no longer exist as
such, and YABA would also become o part of it.
Would the projected cost savings {(and losa of jobs)
offset the advantages of being a sclf-supporting
entity?

Would the smaller arcas be able ta control the
larger ones since each would have an cqual num-
ber of votes r bershi; bera?

Membership services would be the same, since
that part of the organizations was combined a
fow years ago to expedite the delivery of national
awards,

s it worth the risk of having fewer numbers of
volunteer workers who are dedicated to the sport
of bowling? That will be the big issuc up for o
vote next year in Knoxville. What do you think?

(Al Harrison is a Garden City resident,)
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{Chinese Builet Restaurant |
Szechuan, Hunan and Gantoniese Cuisine |

98333 Grand River (fust N, of8 Milc, avmss frum Dotsford Hospital)

Farmington Hills « 248-442-9054

Open Mon.<Thurs, 10:30-10:00; Fri.-Sat. 10:30-11:00; Sun. 11:00-8:30 ,

'YOUTH BASEBALL TRYOUTS

The 13-and-under Livonia
Travel Bulldogs, members of the
Little Caesars Amatcur Basc-
ball Federation, will be hold
final tryouts for the 2002 sea-

son.

The Bulldogs will play a 40-45
game schedule, including league
play and tournaments,

For more information, call
Dave Schroeder at (734) 462-
9467 or Gary Niemczak at (734)
464-8709.

LIVON!A BASEBALL SIGNUP

Openings for City of Livonia
coed T-ball and conch-pitch
baseball programs will be filled
on a first-come, first-serve basis *
from April 22 through Moy 3 at
the Parks and Recreation office,
located at 33000 Civic Center
Drive.

The second-chanee registra-
tion is for persons who missed
the March 1 deadline. There
will be not waiting list. §

You must reside in either the
Livenia or Clarenceville schoo!
districts to register. N

For more information, call
{734) 466-2410.

LIVONIA SOFTBALL SIGNUP

Openings for the City of Livo-
nia pigtail, powerpuff and Clss
F girls softball program will be
filled on a first-come, first-serve
basis April 29 through May 10
at the Parks and Recreation
office, located at 33000 Civic
Center Drive.

The second-chance deadline is
for those who missed the March
28 deadline. Thero is no waiting
list.

You must reside in either the
Livonin or Clarenceville school
distriets to register,

For more information, call
(734) 466-2410,

POWER SKATING CLASSES

Suburbnn Training Center in
Farmington Hills will have a
beginning power skating clnas
on Fridoys from 4:30 to 5:20
p.m. and an intermediate pawer
skating closs an Fridays from 4
to 4:60 p.m. for cight weeks
starting April 12 as part of the
Skate Great Training Program.

Skaters ages 7 and up are
invited to envoll in the begin-
ning skating class. The interme-
diate power skating class is

open to mite travel and squirt
house or travel players,

Pre-registration is required.,
For more information call Sub-
urban Training Center at (248)
888-1400 or visit www.subur-
banhockey.com,

SKATING CLUB PLANS CLINIC

As part of National Skating
Week, the Farmington Hills
Skating Club will sponsor the
“It's Great to Skate Clinic” 9-
11:20 a,m. March 30 at the
Farmington Hills Icc Arena.

The clinic is free and open to
the public. There will be a $2
charge for skate rental, howev-
er. The clinic will have an agen-
da of activities, so please plan to
attend the whole time,

Door prizes will be awarded
and instructors will be available
to nnewer questions and assist
skaters. Ages 3 and up are wel-
come. Participants should
arrive early to sign in. The clin-
ic is limited to the firat 2560
skatera.
1CE SKATING SHOW (N MAY

‘The Farmington Hills Figure
Skating Club will have its Sixth
Annual Ice Skating Show at
7:30 p.m, Friday, Moy 17, and 4
p.m. Saturday, May 18, at the
Farmington Hills Ice Arena at
35600 West Eight Mile Road.

One hundred young members
of the figura skating club and
the Learn to Skate Program
ranging in oge from 5 to 16 will
perform synchronized and fig-
ure skating routines to the
*“Color Me Skating” theme.

For more information about
the show, call the Farmington
Hille Ice Arena at (248) 478-
8800,

EMU YOUTH FOOTBALL CLINIC

The Eastern Michigan Uni-
veraity football conches will host
n youth football clinic 1:30-4
p.m. Sunday, May 5, at Ryncar-
son Stadium in Ypsilanti for
kids nges 8 to 14,

Each participant will receive
n T-shirt, two tickets to the
home opener against Toledo on
Sept. 7 and a tour of the team
locker reom and weight room.

The cost is $10 before April 16
and $15 after that date. All
groups or teams of 10 or more
will be charged $10 a person,

The hes, including head

- the Spring Scesion only.

conch Jeff. Woodrufl, will teach)
basic skills and techniquea to
become an improved player. For,
more information call (734) 487
5642, :
FHHA REGISTERING PLAYERS M

Farmington Hills Hockey
Association s nccepting regis-
trations for new players for the
2002-2003 fall/winter scason.
Regi ion forms are available
at the information desk at
Farmington Hills Ice Arena on;
Eight Mile Road. For more
information call (248) 478-8193.
YMCA STIKGRAYS SIGNUP :

The Farmington Family;
YMCA Stingrny swim team is
registering swimmers for its
*Spring Tune-Up,” n competitive
swim program that runs from’
Monday, April 8, through Fri-
doy, May 31. H

Team participation is open to,
anyone between the ages of &
and 18. Participants do not need;
to be YMCA members during

Depending on ability, partici-]
pants will swim either at the
YMCA or local high school
pools, .
For more information, call
Cathy Warnick at (248) 6563<
0276 between the hours of 8:30:
a.m. and 8 p.m. .
SPRING BREAK CAMP  * H

Total Baseball will stage o
spring break camp for ages 7-17.
from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m., Mon<
day through Wedneaday, April;
1-3, at Powera Park, located ay,
10 Mile and Tafl ronds. (In case
of rainouts, the camp will be,
moved indoors to Total Soccers
Wixom. 1

The cost is $126. :

Professionnl players and col-
lege coaches will instruct young,
sters on the techniques of pitch-
ing, hitting and fielding. Camp-
participnnts will be clocked on al
radar gun for arm and bat
speed. }

For more information, call
(248) 668-0166 or e-mail totalb-
balwixom@aol.com. :

(Send items for the Sports
Roundup to: Dan O'Meara,
36261 Schoolcraft Road, Livo-.
nia, M, 48160 or fax them to,
(734) §91.7279, You can also e-
mail information to domeara@,
oc.h net.) .

Carry-Out and Dine-In Available

All-You-Can-Eat

Over 50 Dishes to Enjoy!
BUFFETS: Aduft  Child (under 12

 Observer Classifieds sell (800) 579-SELL,

Lanch Buffet..cnnnin$5.95 0000 $4.25

(Mon.- Sut. 10:30-3:00)

Dinner Buffe! . $8.95........$6.50
(Mon.- Thurs, 4:30-9; ~ Sat .4:30-10:00)

Sunday Buffet. .$9.95........ $7.50

(All Day Sun. 11:00-8:00)

SERVING LOBSTER Friday & Soturday Dinncr » Sunday All lhay

*Clildren 2 years of age eat FREE!

BUFFET INCLUDES ICE CREAM

Birmingham

Join together to
fight Arthritis.
Come walk with us!

Grosse Pointe

THE ARTHRITIS WALK 1S THE ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION'S natiomwide
team cvent that raises funds to fight arthritis, Walking is a fun and
healthy way to team up with the Arthritis Foundation to make a
difference in the lives of people with arthritis.

* 1.5 million people in Michigan have arthritis,

« It is the number one disabling chronic discase in America.
Get your friends, families and co-workers togother, come walk,
raise monay, win prizes and have a fabulous fun-filled day. To
register, call the Arthritis Foundation, Michigan Chapter at
B800-968-3030 or chack out our website: www.arthritis.org

The mituston of the Arshritis Foundation is 1o improre jtres through leadership in the
preventton, cantrol and cure of arthestts and related discases.
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Gary Winters
Busch's Grocery,
Farmington

Tom Hash
Burch's Grocery,

“We've found that using the Observer & Eccentric to distribute our
‘weekly ad is the best way to reach the families in our area.
The strong connection between a community and their community
newspapers—as is the case with The Observer & Eccentric—is a natural
for us!” said Peggy Conlin of Busch's Corporate offices.

We can be a natural for you, too!
« THE -
Obgerver

NEWSPAPERS .
It's all about RESULTS!
Wayne County: 734-053-2153 « FAX 734-953-2121 -
Oakland County—248-901-2500 ¢ FAX 248-901-2553 * Rochester:248-651-7575 « FAX 246-651-6080
Lake Orlon: 248-693-4800 » FAX 248-693-9716 » Clarkston: 248-625-1800 s FAX 248-625-5712
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