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Kestrel not a hawk but falcon

During the winter I poriodically spotted a
kestrel near some open fiolds west of tho city
of Wixom, in tha soon to open (May 1) Lyon
Ounks County Park, .

The grassy fields are perfect habitat for
this emall bird of prey.

Years ago the kestrel was named thoe spar-
row hawk. Kestrel is a botter name for thia

species because its not really

NATURE ¢ howk. It has a hooked beak
NOTES like a hawk, it has talons

like a hawk, it hunts for mica
like a hawk, but to ornitholo-
gists its a falcon.

Falcons are in the same big
family as hawks and engles,
but their are some difference,

Wings of falcons are much
more tapered and pointed
than those of hawks and

TIM  eagles. A tapered wing gives
NOWICK!  them a better wing/aspect
ratio which enables them to

fly faster.

Though a kestrel does not often attack a
flying bird, other members of the falcon fami-
ly do. In order to overcome a flying bird a fal-
con must fly faster than its prey.

All falcons have a “tooth” on their upper
mandible, It looks like a small protrusion
poll;nling downward from the middle of the
bill.

No onc is sure of its function, but people
speculate that it may be used to help kill an
animal, Birds of prey will bite their prey
behind the head at the base of the neck to
dispatch the nnimal they subdued.

Michigan is home to three other falcons —
the peregrine, merlin and gyrfalcan, Both
peregrines and gyrfalcons are large birds, 16
and 22 inches.long respectively, but are
uncomimon.

. A merlin (10 inches) is about the size of a
kestrel (8 inches), which is about the length
of a robin,

Small falcons liko the keatrel rely on small-
er prey, During the summer they will capture
and ent beotles, grasshoppers, frogs and mice.

On o warm doy a couple weeka ngo I saw
one fly away with a worm. Voles are the pri-
mary prey for kestrela in wintor. When 1 walk
through the ficlds in spring, vole tunnels can
be scen everywhere.

I was not surprised to discaver that the
bird is n female, since fomales are larger than
males and procuro the choice hunting arcas,

She has black bars up and down her tail
and black barring on her wings. This is in
contract to the male who aports blue wings
and a solid red tail with a black tip.

Both have the characteristic black “side-
burn and mustache” on the side of tho head.

When I spotted her near the fields she was
often perched on the tap of some tree branch-
es. Her broad hend gives a hunched appear-
ance. Combine this feature with a long tail
and the only bird close in appearance is a
mourning dove. Doves have a small head.

One of tho best ways to identify n kestrel is
to sec one hovering over the field, Nat many
birds of prey can hover in one place as they
search for voles and insccts below.

In an effort to keep her in the area, I erect-
ed two bird boxes suitable for her to nest in.
They like to be in open arens, so 1 put the
boxes on trees with easy nccess and a view of
the open fields.

No sign of nest site aelection yet, but I
remain hopeful.

{Livonia resident Tim Nowicki is a natural-
ist with the Independence Qaks Park north of
Clarkston in Oaklend County. He can be
reached at (248) 625-6473).

Farmingion Gymnastice Canter (esam mombers
poriicipatod In the Great Lakss “Puttin’ on the
Glitz” oot in Chemoa Jon. 1020

Tha ovent was a state quailfior, To qualify glds.
ad ta have en allaround core of ot least 30.00
once 10 go 10 the sliver meet or 33,50 twice 1o
qualify for the gold meot.

LEV

EL 8
Danleile Broxso: 8.3% vaull, 8.95 bars, 8.35
boam, B.58 floar, 34. .
- Chetssa Foss, B.8 bars, B.4 boam, 8.7 tioor,
33.80 olkaround.
Elonp Cocke: B.30 bars, 8.5 beam, 8.5 fioor,
32.90 attaround. .
Lindsay Mack: 8,05 voull, BATS bars, 8.525
beam, 8.35 foor, 33,40 all-around.
Kylea Ponl: 8.3 vouh, 8.85 bars, 8.05 beom, B.5
fioor, 33,70 sikaround.
Bocco Pructer: 8.35 vault, B.8 bars, 8,375 floor,
33,425 allsround,
Tort Roney: 8.45 voult, 8.2 bats, 8.778 boam,
8.5 floor, 33.925 allaround.
Kelsey Twigg: 8,85 vout, 8.3 bars, 8.275 beom,
8.3 floor, 33.725 alkoround,
Cascy Aytes: 8,35 boam, 8.3 tioor, 32.30 all-
around,
Kim Dofob: 8.3 voutt, 30.45 sll-around.
Kolly McKoy: 8,15 vault, 8.55 beam, 8.125
tioor, 31.625 al-around.
Welistin Nagla: 8.075 bars, 8.0 beam, B.45 fioor,
22.875 olk-around.
Emlly Niomyjskiz 8.25 vount, 8.1 baom, 8.1 fioor,
Amy O'Nail: 8,25 vault, 8.8 beam, 8.15 Toor,
32,94 alkeround.
Jenniter O'Hall: 8,45 bara, 30,85 aftaiound.
Mictelle Pitt: 7,7 vault, 7.65 floor.
Emity Rito: 8,15 vault, 8.25 bars, B.525 beam,
8.25 fioor, 33.175 alkeround.
Lauren Autfolo: B.25 vaull. 7.95 besm, 8.5252
fioor, 32.478 alt-around.
Katnieen Steinbock: 8,4 vauit, 8,676 boam, 8.6
fioor, 32.625 alkaround.
Morgan thomas: B.05 vaut, B.45 beam, B8.375
fioor, 32,775 alkoround,
Valenio Ziegior: 8.2 vaul, 8.3 bars, B.2 boam,
8.1 floor, 32.80 ls around.
Lo
Adrlenno McHenry: 8.5 vaul, 8.45 bars, 8.35
beam, 8.6 floor, 33.90 aftaround.
Lourp Merroll; 9.0 vautt, 8.45 bars, 8.55 floot,
331,675 ottoround.
Rachel Wasson: 9.0 vautt, 8.3 bars, 5.2 floot.

DISAPPEARING THIRD-ROW SEAT STANDARD.

The Mountaineer's third-row seat folds down easily, virtually disappearing to

' create up to 81.3 cubic feet of cargo space.

. Call 1-888-56-LEASE for detals.

CLUB GYMNASTICS

232,30 aliacound.

Hical Dalhl: 8.4 vaull, B.75 basm, 8.0 ficor,
32.15 sharound,

Jocquetin Garette: 8.6 voult, B.2 bars, 8.225
boom, 32,95 ali stound.

i Guftey: B.4 voult, 8.475 floor, 35.475 olt
acound. |

Courtney Smith; B.63 vault, 8.05 beam, 32.90

olbaround.
LEVEL Y

Wendy Roxs: 6.975 voult, B.35 bars, 9.325
beam, 8.8 fioor, oltoround.

Amanda Pefolli: 9.073 voull, 8.2 bors, 9.17%
beam, 8.85 ficor, 35,03 slkaround.

Kelly Welcki 8.925 voult, 9.25 beam, B.0
figor, 35,125 alfaround.

Sarah Tomkevich: B.35 beam.

uveLe
Michells Jordan: 8,725 vaut, 0.128 bars, 9.075
beam, 9.1 floor, 36.025 aliatound.
Calllin McPharson: 9.025 voult, 8,25 bars,
8.875 beom, 8.7 floor, 34.85 afl arcund. 3
Jonna Banolt: B.25 vault, 8,325 bors, 8.85
besm, 9,08 fioor, 34.475 ol around.
Wicote Dunn: 8.525 vault, B.05 bars, 9.125
beam, 9.0 floor, 34.70 olkoround.
Calista Horbaugh: B.625 vault, 8.2 bars, B.4
beom, 8.9 fioor, 34.125 alksround.
MAQ CHRISTMAS CLASSIC
Dec. 7.9 wt Westland Gymnmstics
LEVEL

B

Kotacy Twigg: B.85 vault, 6,3 bars, B.275 boam,
8.3 ficar, 33.728 alvaround,

Torl Ronoy: 8.9 vault, 8.4 bars, 8.35 beom,
33.50 alt-around,

Danielie Bresso: 8,8 vault, 8.678 bars, A.05
beam, 7.95 foos, 33.475 alkaround,

Krittin Nagle: 6.1 vouft, 6.65 bars, 8.45 besm.
8.425 floor, 32,205 alkacound,

Kylen Pohl; 8.05 vault, 8.8 bars, 8.5 beam,
32.175 olbaround.

Emily Rito: 8,0 voult, 8,05 bars, 8.05 floor,
32.00 sil-around.

Kelly McKey: 8.05 vault, 8.2 bars, B.25 floor,
31.725 ail-orour

Vatetie Ziegle!
oround.

Morgan Thomas: 8.15 vaull, 8.2 Noor, 31.20 Al

: 8.1 boom, 8.15 fioor, 31,55 alk

Bround.
£1and Cocke: 8.1 beam, 8.05 floar, 31.10 alt
oround.
fecca Pructer: 8.35 bors, 31.10 atl around.

MERCURY MOUNTAINEER
WITH CONVENIENCE GROUP

FREEDOM

CASH DUE AT SIGNING
(AFTER 32,500 CASH BACK)

INCLUDES REFUNDABLE SECURITY DEPOSIT, EXCLUDES TAX, TISLE AND LICENSE FEES.

or—C H O

PER MONTH/
24-MONTH LEASE

2144

FOR RETURNING LESSEES

1,500

CUSTOMER CASH

OR

0.0%APR

LIMITED-TERM FINANCING

Emily Hiomyjshi:
il eeound,
Cazey Ayces: 0,35 beorn, 30.55 afl-aound.
Louren Ruffoio: 7.8 vaut, 30.35 ellaround.

.1 vauit, 8.05 beam, 30.00

Leven o

Hicote DoIRl; 7.9 vaurt, B.4 floor, 33.00 alk
around,
Louren Duda: 8.525 vault, B.35 floos, 32,376
nitaround.

Incquuline Gazelte; 8.624 vault, 8.0 bors,
8.675 foor, 32,30 att around.

I Guftey: 8.35 vault, 7.85 desm, B.1 ficor,
31.75 aaround. .

1 Haapaniami: 8.8 veult, 8.4 bars, 7.65 beam,
8.475 flocs, 33,625 alkaround.

Emily Luxon: 9,225 voult, 8.0 bars, 7.9 baam,
B.05 fioor, 33.775 atiaround.

Adrlenne McHenry: B.25 voult, 7.75 bars, B.05
boam, 8.2 floot, 32.25 elkeround.

Laura Moty .15 voult, 8,775 bors, 7.0 boam,
8.1 Noor, 33.025 olkaround.

Courtney Smith: 8,75 vautt, 6.0 boom, 31.40
allatound.

Rochel Wasson: 8.0 vaull. 8.3 bare, 7.8 baam,
8.2 flooe, 33.30 olt-around.

Megan Wallen: 9,175 vault, 8.2 beam, 8,38
floor, 32.725 atkaround.

- 1
Kelly Weoichso): 9.325 vault,
beam, 8.625 Moor, 35.00 ot around., =
Wendy Ross: B.7% vautt, 9.025 bosm, 8.85
fioor, 33.375 st around. .
Amanda Peselli; 9,15 vautt, 8,35 beam, B.828
fioot, N

7,95 vars, 9.3

LEvELS

Michelle Jardan; B.875 vault, 9.3 bars, 8.7
boam, 9,15 fioor, 30,025 atlarmund. .

Nicolo Dunn: 8.325 vault, 8,75 bars, 8.625
boam, 8,85 Moo, 34.75 oltwound.

Cafista Hotbaugh: 8.65 vault, 8.3 bars, 8.7
beam, 8.7 fioor, 34,35 alharound. .

Jonna Benait: B.375 voult, B.25 bars, 9.3 beam,
8.875 foor, 34.60 alt-sround.

Caltiin McPherson: B.B vault, 8.1 bars, 8.425
beam, 8.675 oor, 34.00 altaround.

LEvEL

? .
Kesi Monstrola: 8.6 voult, B.4 beam, 8.6 fioor,
32.60 olt pround,
LEVEL 10 .
Michelle Wasiclewsk: 9,025 vaull, 8.7 bars,
8.575 beam, 9.125 fioor, 35,425 altoround,

ViSit Your -
Metro Detroit:
Mercury Deal

ANN ARBOR
Ses|
21001, Stadium Bid,
o bty
(734) 6686100
sesimcom

CUNTON TOWNSHIP
Stu Evans Lakeside
17500 Hall Rd.
SiPameo Pk
(586) 840-2000

Stueanakeride.com

DEARBORI
Jack Demmer
21571 Michigan Ave,
] Betwera Southinid & Tekegraph
(313) 274-8800

demmerim.com

CETRONT
Bob M
16901 Mack Ave.
Wi e
(313) 8852000

tetmateyimcom

DETROIT
Park Motor
18100 WoogdwardAve,
2ovte Pal et Pk
(313} 869-5000

pakmatasim (oM

GARDEN CITY
Stu Evans Garden City

ity
19251 Grand River
19 o1 Warom R3.(Tan 1591
Toa [13 Weat of 12 Osky Mall
0-KOVI (6684)

vansitytmcom

PLYMOUTH
Hines Park
40601 AnnArborRd,
Wi
1-800-650-MERC
henesparkimeom
POCHLSTER HILLS
Crissmasn
1185 South Rochester Rd,
Cetarenrambo & Arca B

(248) 652-4200

crssmanim com

E

ROSEVILLE

(586) 552-6000

bobmaeyt com
SOUTHAIELD
ar
24350 West 12 Mile Rd.
3t Welepach
{248) 354:4900

uanm com

SOUTHGATE
Southgate
16800 Fort Street
vt
(734) 285-8800

southgatelincolnmertury.com

STERUING HEIGHTS
Crest

@

MERCURY

s 'go 1o'LMAplan

For cash back, take dellvery from dealer stock by 4/8/2002, **Not all buyers will qualify for Ford credit financing.

For cash back or APR, take dellvery from dealer stock by 4/8/2002. See dealer for details.

36200Van Dyke
3137) Mae ke,

(586) 919-6000

eIk mer.com

1950 West Maple
Trog Motor Ma
{288 64)-6600
borsim (om
YPSILANTI
Sesl
950 £as1 Michigan

§ MAes weut of 4314
{734)482.713)
sevin tom

R




