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Mercy soccer team boasts solid nucleus

B GIRLS SOCCER

BBY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
domeara@oc.bomocamm.not

Coach Tania Macioce has 10

varsity veterans around which to
build a foundation for the Farm-
ington Hills Mercy girla soccer
team this year,
. The Maorlins were 6-7-3 last
acason and will atart the now
campaign Tuesday, April 8, at
home against Pontinc Notre
Name Prep.

“I'm looking forward to the
season,” satd Macioce, o former
Mercy star who played colle-
giately at Notre Dame. “Every-
one is coming in with a positive
attitude, and there seems to be
more excitement.

“In the league, our goal is
always to get to the Catholic
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League final. We have a tough
schedule, but we're hoping to be
up there.” .

One of the top returning play-
ers is senior midficlder Angie.
Trudeau, a second-team, All-
Observer selection and one of
Mercy's leading scorers last year.

“We're definitely looking to her
to be a team leader,” Macioce
said. “Pm sure-she’ll be another
strong presence on the field this
year.”

Other returning seniors are
outside midfielder Melissa Hoger
and defenders Lindsey Birch-
meier, Kristen Whalen, Sarah
Broniak and Emily Moy,
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Hoger will probably move up
to the front of tho attack and fill
the role of a forward to take
advantnge of her shot-making
ability, Macioce said,

The Marlins hopo to involve

. Birchmeier in the midfield
action, too. Whalen will probably
be the stoppor and Moy the
aweeper, and Broniak will have
a lot more playing time this
year,

Juniors Lauren Longley and
Ellen Cappo return to the mid-
field, and both aro skilled play-
cra who read the field and dis-
tribute the ball well, according to
Macioce.

Sophomore Caitlin Risk is a
returning starter and one of the
team's most versatile players,
and Macioce is trying to deter-

mine where best to play her.

Sophomore Monigha Berkows-
ki was the starting goalkeoper
last year, had n great season and
looks ready to continue that,
Macioce said.

Morey appears to have an
over-abundance of defenders
based on position assignments,
but Macioce plans to move play-
ers around.

“When you look at it, it seems
that way; but we do have somo
versatile players,” she said.
“Somo players in the midfield
can rotate through to forward,
and some defenders possess
skills to play midficld as well.

“We're a pretty versatile team.
We do have o lot of players who
can play in different spots,”

Though the Marlins don't have

a player who scored a lot of
goals, Macioce isn’t concorned
about the outlook, offensively.

“At this point, I don't see that
being a problem,” ahe said. “We
have some kids with very good
finishing skills, Even though we
have a lot of defondors, hopeful-
ly, they’ll be distributing the ball
up front.” !

As far ga newcomors, sopho-
more Katie Fuller, who was
moved up to varsity at the end of
lnst senson, has offensive poten-
tial and will play a forward.

Sophomore defender Julie
Ryder also was on the varsity for
a’timo when the Marling had
some injuries and will have a
bigger role this year.

Andrea Whelen is another
sophomore defender who played

-
Harrlson from page C1

on the JV last year. Senior
Megan Garagiola is anothor
first-year varsity player who will
be the backup gonlfe.
Completing the varaity roster
are sophomore Beeca Higa, who
is new to the program, and fresh-
men Jessica Greeney and Sarazh
Rudowski. Greeney will likely
start in the midfield; Higa is a
forward and Rudowski a dofend-

er,

Sophomoroe Kristen Gorski also
is a member of tho team, but sho
will have surgery to repair a torn
ACL and probably won't play
this year. .

Macioce also has new coaches
in varsity assistant Derek Petors
and JV coach Koko Oku, a for.
mer Nigerian national player,
according to Macioce,
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more midfielder Vean Vitnigi.

“It's too enrly in the season to
tell how they're going to do,”
Lange-Punzal said. “I haven't
known them long enough and,
with the cold temperatures,
we're having a lot of indoor prac-
tices,

“(The returning players) are
hnrd working and very eager to
learn. They really are a good
group of girls, Hopefully, the

more they get to know each other,

the better they'll work together
as a team,”

The new varsity players are
Jjunior Janelle LaLonde, who was
on the JV last year, and fresh-

men Rachel Morrigon, Stacey
Potrykus, Leanne Burns, Ashley
Nelson, Sarah Abou-El-Seoud,
Nicki Kurylo and Stephanie
Klosek. .

Some of the younger girls, who
are talented and have a lot of
speed, according to Lange-Pun-
zal, will be starters, but she has

yet to settlo on a starting linoup. -

“We have n couple injuries
that will affect how wa line up
for the Weat Bloomfield game
(Monday, Agpril 8),” Lange-Pun-
zal spid. “It's hard when you've
only known the girls for two

CeKS,
“I have an idea right now, but

Mercy from page C1

we need a little more work, The
girls are out there in tho cold

every day, They're running, ;

working hord and fighting for .

starting spots.”

The Hawks, who had & March
26 game with Milford postponed,
will open on the road at West
Bloomfield and are at Northville

to start Western Lakos play

Wednesday, April 10

“I'm optimistic we can ba com.
potitive,” Lange-Punzal said,
“Wo should be able to improve
from game to game and bo com-
petitive in the yeara to come.”

competition will play out,” Seror
aaid. “I feel the girls more than
fulfilled their potential this year.
They really did make the most of
their ability and really came
through.”

The Mercy skaters are senior
Katie Schmenk, juniors Kayla
Bridges, Nicole Hicks, Marie
Pacini, Andrea Roman, Jeasica
Start, Nicole Zaleski, sophomoro
Ashley Fons and freshmen Jessi-
ca Courtland, Erin Genrich and
Allison Mooney.

“Our goal, when the season
started, was to make the state
championships in both high and
low, 50 we really surpnssed our
expectations,” Seror said.

“Qur practices were at 6 a.m.
That's not the best of conditions,

but the girls made those times
productive and got the job dene.
“It's a little tough in the winter
to get there at 6 in'the morning.
They made the commitment and
made it work for themselves.”
Merey, which was second to
Divine Child in the district meet,
placed second in jumps and
moves at the state championships
and won the spins competition,
thereby securing the overall team

L title,

The moves and jumps ovents
had difforent team winners, 8o
Mercy’s firat place in spins gave
it the points neccssary to overs
take the other d

in the intormediate Jadies catego-
ry. Seror has taught figure skat-
ing on an individual basis for
many years, the last 15 at tho
Detroit Skating Club, but this
year was the first time she was
inveolved in skating as a team
sport.
“Girls who start skating are
usually exempt from competing
in other (schoo)) sports,” she snid:
“It's great thot these schoola have
skating, so these girls have an
opportunity to compete for their
school in something they've spent
maybe 10 years working on.
" *It docs give them a little miore
fon to their school. Mercy

- Mooney was the team's lone
qualifier for the individual com-
petition, and she finished fourth

Hosted by Red Wings
Associate Coach Barry Smith

is fortunate to have an athletic
director (Nancy Malinowski) who
supports skating.”

August 11-13 and August 14-16

Each Camper will receive the followi

Ages 7-14

@ One hour and fifteen minutes per day of

on-ice instruction

@ “Chalk talk” in the Red Wings locker room
@ official camp Jersey
@ 5 x 7 picture in front of favorite

Red Wings locker

And More...

Anly S,

per camper

@ Goalies will receive special instruction
from Red Wings Goalle Coach Jim Bedard

MONDAY, APRIL 8 AT 1:30 PM vs. the Atlanta Hawks'

WEONESOAY, AFAIL 10 at 1:30 FM vs. the Chicago Bulls

FRIDAY, APRIL 12 at 8:00 pm vs. the San Antonio Spurs
Ben Wallaco Youth Jorsey glveaway to flrst 3,000 fans

14 and under courtesy of ADT Seourity.
WEDNESDRY, APAIL 11 AT 1:30 PM vs. the Milwaukee Bucks
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TO REGISTER YOUR CAMPER BY PHONE,

CALL 313-396-7575

Enter to win Detroit Red Wings Tickets

Check Today'’'s Classifieds Section
to See How You Can Enter to Win!
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