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Gilda Jocobs' name might not
e familinr to everyone in Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills,
but she'd like to change all that.

Currently a state represente-
tive serving the 35th House Di
trict, she is a Democratic candi-
date for the new 14th State Sen-
ate District, having announced
her candidacy last fall. Since
ihat time, she's been spending a
foir nmount of time on the west
wide of town, which isn't at all
unfamiliar to her.

“I have been reaching out to
this new part of the district for
months, to learn more about
what's on people’s minds,”
Jacobs said, adding her parents
have had a house in the Hills for
years.

Jncobs seems confident about
winning the district, which
stretches from here to Hazel
Park on the far east side of Oak-
land County. At this point, that
confidence scems well placed;
«lie's the only one still in the
race (aee sidebar).

But this still won’t be the easi-

est race she's ever run. That*

And then there was one...

After two drop out, Jacobs stands alone in new 14th Senate race

Vicki Barnett's life is a hectic
ono, too hoetic she says for her
to continue as a Democratic
candidate for the State Senate.

Barnett, who would have
opposed Gilda Jacobs in tho
14th District primary said this
week that she wants to be
active in her children’s lives, as
Samantha will gradunte from
Harrison High this year and
Jordan is a junior.

Additionally, her work on the
Farmington Hi!ls city co'uncil;

 Barnett says
‘no’ to Lansing

agency communication, which
would better connect law
enforcement and omergency
services departmonts in times
of national erisis. :

Also, Barnott said, she has
come to believe her place is in
local government, at least for
now. L

“This is whero I belong,” she
said, “serving my community
at the most basic level of gov-
ernment.”

John Akouri, a previously

d Republi candi-

gervice on
Council of Gevernments and o1
several National League of
Cities committecs take up a
great deal of time. She is par-
ticularly concerned with a
group that is promoting inter-

date for the post, switched
gears carly thia year and is
now sceking the 37th District
State House seat.

by staff writer Joni Hubred

serving ns Democratic Caucus
Chair for three out of the four
years, She was also a member on
various advisory boards, on task
forces for managed care and the
county jail, tha Communications
Task Force and the Aron Agency
on Aging and the oversight com-
mittee for the evaluation of
Haven's Coordinated Appronch
to Domestic Violence Program.

Her professional background
inclydes work with the Jewish
Association for Residential Cara
for persons with disnbilities, She
was an nide to State Sen. Doug
Ross from 1978-82 and a special
education teacher in Madison
Schoo) District from 1971 to
1876. )

Jacobs describes the 14th as*a
very diverse district,” containing
some of tho Detroit area's poor-
est and wealthiest neighbor-
hoods. “It's mixed racially, mixed
culturally...It's a fun diatrict to
represent becauso of that.”

A firm belicver in local control,
Jacabs believes many legislators
have forgotten their roots in

ran all of three weeks. She was
approached to become a write-in

would be her y for Oak-

lidate ofter the death of an

which

tand County Ci

by Josephine Finazzo, DM.D.

“That was the best campaign [
ever ran,” she snid, laughing.

Jacobs represcnted the Coun-
ty's 23rd District from 1995-98,

loca! gov . “Pcople got up
there and they forget who they
are. They get cought up in the
‘glamour’, the perceived power.”
Term limits, she says, have
affected the legislature in many
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ways. “They don’t know long-
term. They're there to make
their mark,” she said. -

That leads to inter- and intra-

caucus tension, as lawmakers |

oven from the samo party mey
be pitted agoinst ona onother as
they run for other political posi-
tions after their three terms are
up, Jacobs explained.

“The politics now really clouds
good public policy,” she said,
adding that lobbyists gain power
ps institutional  knowledge
stored with state lawmakers and
their staffs leave.

In her second term represent-
ing Huntington Woods, Oak
Park, Pleasant Ridge, Berkley,
Ferndale and Royal Oak Town-
ship, Jacobs decided to keep her
predecessor’s staff when she won
the 86th House seat, to retain
their knowledge and expertise.

The issues

She came into stato govern-
ment thinking she would be
working on women's issues, but
that didn't happen. Instead, her
areas of concern have ranged
from good mental health policy
and consumer iasucs — like
requiring health care profession-
als to give patients their contact
lens preacriptions ~ to sensiblo
gun control.

Jacobs is also working on an
idea that evolved out of her busy
lifestyle. When she’d ‘buy pre-
pared foods for her family - hus-
band John and daughters Rachel
and Jessicd - she'd find a “sell
by” date but no indication on the
package about how long the food

PP

A moro critical issue, one she
saya she will “beat the governor
up on” forever, is tho announced
closing of Northville Paychiatric
Hospital, one of the féw remain- -
ing long-term care facilities for
people with mental illneases.

I feel he decimated the men-
tal health Bystom,” she said,

Oankland County’s mental
health nuthority is currently fac- .
ing 8 $36 millien error in ~
accounting, she anid, as what
was supposed to be an $18 mil-
lion surplus turned out to be an
$18 million deficit,

“You can't fix those kinds of

kes with belt-tightening,” .:
she said, adding that her profes- .-
sional background gives hor a
special heart for this isaue. “I've |
been keenly aware of the need .-
for the community to augment .-
funds to provide scrvices to peo-
ple. I know how important it is *
to pny peopte who do the every-
day kinds of work with people
who have devetopmental dinnbi.l-'
itics or mental illnesses.”

Given that her conatituency
will grow (Jacobs says her phone . -
already rings off the hook most
days), why did she decide to pur-
sue a Scnate sent? .

“I really think we're going to
have a Democratic governor,”
she said. “It will put me and
other Democrats in a position to

'

effectuato the public policy we
wanted to puraue when we were
elected. I think Il be in a better
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to shoy His determination to. 1Epeople.
of Farmington and Farmington Hills, Help his
campaign by sending &'plédge of afiy. amount Her
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THEY SAY TIME HEALS ALL WOUNDS.

IF ONLY THAT WERE TRUE.

Timo doesn't always do the job. That's why, If you live with persistent, non-healing
wounds, you should visit the St. Mary Mercy Wound Care Conter, Wa're dedicated to

. - .
Nursing Home,
. .
Sweet Nursing Home. |
(Doesn't really have the same ring to it, does it?) |
o o b e op o e, W CE Lo T Core o oot

option is home care with no waiting period. And, from day one, you have the option of using a
prafessional care coordinator at no extra cost, to help you get the care you need. It I8 ali abowt cholce!

the troatment and caro of chronic wounds. Call 734-655-3800 for an appolntment or
visit www.stmarymaercy.org. You'll fosl botter after you do.

For more information, call :
Mark Kisby :
Certified Senior Advisor :
(734) 462-4960 )

ST. MARY MERCY
HOSPITAL
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Livonia, M|

Long Term Care Insurance
Wa bring good things to life.
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