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‘Area teen is runiner-up in state tourney

This is a story about courage.
. When anyone faces ndversity
and atill gives the best offort —
that takes courage.

When the var-
sity high school
state champi-
onships were
held couple of
weeks ago in
Flint, sisters
Ally, 15, and
Kimmy Cichon,
13, helped Livo-
nia Churchill
take sixth place
under the
Baker Format.
(The Chargers
nished second a year ago.)

‘In singlea competition this
year, Ally made the cut for
match play, winding up in 22nd
place. After four match-play
games, she had moved up to
sixth. Two more wins put Ally
in the fourth-sceded spot for
tho stepladder finala,

There was some break time
for extra practice, but the
unthinkable hnppened as Ally's
thumb split open on the
palmward side.

. -Although she could still bowl,
it was quite painful.

‘When she went up against
the filth sced, won the match,
took on the third seed and won
again.

Now the tension started to
build along with the injury, but
Ally fought through it and
defeated the No. 2 player,

_Now it was the moment of
truth, the championship match.

Undaunted, Ally out-bowled

the No. 1 seed and led by 20
pins after eight frames. Her
ninth frame left her looking at
the 3-6-8 spare, one that is usu-

nlly & snap for her, but the 9-

pin wiggied and stayed up,

leaving an open frame.

Now with the match really on
the line, she made what
appeared to be her best shot of
the day in the 10th and final
frame, only to be staring at the
8:10 split, which is virtually

" impossibie to convert, leaving
another open frame and o huge
disappointment.

Bad luck indecd, but Ally, a
true sport, snid “There's nlways
next year,"

Both sisters were cheered up
by their parents Joe and Dot
Cichon.

Joe coached them both for
years, while Dot continued to be
supportive and encouraging.

Ally carries a 191 average,
while Kimmy, averages 186.

‘This is a fine reflection on
both parents who have certnin-
ly done a great job of bringing
up two wonderful kids.

Now is the timo for high
schools like Churchill to get
behind these grent student-ath-
lotes and show some real sup-

port.

. Hats off to the dedicated folks
at Merri Bowl in Livonia for
spongoring the team, and par-
ticulnrly Debbie Blanchard who
docs o fine job of working the
varsity program,

‘M Everyone knows about the
Pro Bowler's Tour, we can &ce it
it the comfort of our living
roomse and dens on any given
Sunday,

Volleyball
camps. offered

* Schooleraft College will offer a
serioa of summer volleyball
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camps, directed by Ocelot

women’s coach Tom Teeters, for
players agea 8 through adult.
“There will be two sesasions for
all skills, 9 a.m.-1 p.m, Monday
through Friday, July 8-11 and
July 16-18; spikers training,
July 15-18; serving and defense
training, July 8-11; sctters train-
ing, July 15-18; and elite all
gkills, July 8-11.

The camps will be held at
Schooleraft's Physical Education
Building, 18600 Haggerty Road,
between Six and Seven Mile
ronds. —

The cost for beginners and
intermediate pltayers for each
seasion is $90 ($85 for ench addi-
tional family member or groups
of 10 or more).

A $30 non-refundable deposit
is required upon registration
with full payment due on or
bg.‘fure the first day of ench ses-
sion. g

The cost for elite camps is
$125 ($116 if registered by June
14, or for ench additionnl family
member or groups of 10 or
mare).

There ig n $10 discount for any

dditional session for begi S,
intermediate or elite camp ses-
sions.

For more information, call
(734) 462-4400, Ext. 5564 or

The one part of the PBA tour
wa seldom sce or hear about is
the PBA Regionals,

In the Central Region, there
are scveral local PBA membera
who go out and compete in our
mid-America arca.

They bowl pretty much the
same format, tho same skills
and competition, but without
the TV money and for smaller
cashes,

Ray Kreutor of Westland is
one of the regulars on the
regional PBA tour and he has

enjoyed some success while
away for a few days from his
pro shop business at Country
Lanes in Farmington Hills.

Ray is this year's recipiont of
the Pat Patterson Award for the
region.

Each region is able to make
the awnrd to the person who
has “Embodicd the dedication
and service required to further
the growth of the PBA Regional
program and carries the name
of the man whose allegiance to
the PBA was paramount in con-

vincing the great stars of the
day to compate on the PBA
tour.”

Affectionately known as
“Sarge,” by the Central Region
players, Krouter currently
holds tho longest active strenk
in the region at 93 consecutive
tournaments.

Ray is the “go to guy” when
somothing needs to be done,

His service to tho region and
its players is top notch and he
personifics what the Patterson
Award is all about.

Sister act:
Ally (left) and
Kimmy Cichon
helped Livonia
Churchill to
sixth-place fin-
ish recently in
the state high
school champi-
onships.
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