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Architect
inspired all
to cherish
the arts

m time to time it is good to
reflect on the meaning of art
in our lifo” and the special
people that enrich our existence.

T can't take credit for the first half of
that worldly-wise statement written by
Louis G. Redstone in an editorial for
the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
in September 1983 - and the late archi-
tect/nrtiat inspired the rest.

Barn in Grodno, Russin in 1903toa
Jewish family, Redstone (formerly
Rauwnstcin)/pursucd life with a pns-
sion oven wiicn adversity stood in the
way. He inapired those around him to
~1 dothe same.

1 know I'm going to misa discuasing
art over Sunday brunch with him and
his wife Ruth. Redstone died Sundny,
March 30 from cardiane arrest after
vigiting Ruth in Beaumont Hospital.
He'was 99,

Insplring: Lo edstone never
late age slow him down. He's
pictured here with the travel
sketches he showed at the
Huntington Woods Library
Gallery in January.

We had a routine the three of us and
my sister Gwen followed after we fin-
ished our Inst bite of Ruth's famous
kugel. Ruth would insist on the three of
us going up to Louie's studio (as she
affectionately called him) while she did
the dishes. Once in the naturally-lit

Redstone became enamored with the
medium his last semester of architec-
tural studies ot the University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor in the late 1920s. His
love for watercolor continued through
the days of pursuing a master's degree
in urban design at Cranbrook Academy
of Art in Bloomficld Hills whero he
studied under Eliel Saarinen. In fact, it
. was Saarinen who inspired Redstono to
integrate art into architecture when he
opened his own architectural office,
first in Detroit then later in Livonin for
16 years and finally in Southficld:
where they're currently located.

Advocnting for public art and encour-
aging young artists and architects are
two of many traits I will remember, His

as an architect — the
Michael Berry International Terminal
at Detroit Metropolitan Airport, Jewish
Cammunity Center in West Bloomfield
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Let Your Spirit Soar
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' Whens Friday-Sunday, April 19-21, upnns with an
artists recoption 7:30-9 p.m, Friday. Huura are 9:30 a.m,
to 8:30 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday H

‘Where: Nardin Park United Mothodist Church. 29887
West 11 Mile, an'nlngton Hills. Cnll (248) 476-8860

. Highlights
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lcﬁ"min@oc.lmmccamm.net

illinm Andergon listencd

ntently as Jennifer Tobin

told the story of the Ply-
mouth Community Arts Council and
the building renovations made possi-
ble with grants from the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural
Affirs.

As director of Michigan's newly
cstablished Deportment of History,
Arts and Librarics, Anderson was in
town to meet. with leaders of organi-
zations and inatitutions in Plymouth,
Northville and Birmingham to learn
mare about tho arcos ho oversees.

Arta and cultural groups have
wondered about the mission of the
214t Cabinet level department since
Gov, John Engler announced he
would sign an executive order to cre-
ate HAL during his State of the
State address in January 2001,
Many distrusted the Governor nfter
devastating budget cuts in 1991

:forced the Detroit Institute of Arts,”

among others, to take drastic mea-
surcs, The DIA closed half of its gal-
leries at nny one time and reduced
stafl by 40 percent.

Tobin, executive director of the
Plymouth Community Arts Council,
especinlly wanted to know about the
gonls for the department ~ and the
future of state funding, For seven
hours, representatives of the Ply-
mouth Symphony, Historical Muse-
um and Library, Northville Library,
Arts Commission and historic Mill-
race Village, Detrait Public TV, and
the Birmingham Bloomfield Art
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rritory
Department director
~ tours state as part

of visionary process

J y of di y: Leslie Gr

Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs, Michigan Film Office, Michi-
gan Historical Center, Library of
Michigan, and Mackinac State Hia-

$23.4 million of the department’s
$72 million budget would be dvail-
able to not only major institutions

need to attract people to Michigan to
spend moncey in Michigan,” he said.
“We hnve to create destination, People
aren’t going to come here if thero isn't
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shows William Anderson one of the portfolios and
cultural boxes for Romanesque and Gothic art. Volunteers use the materials in school pro-
grams presented by the Plymouth Community Arts Council.

Historical Museum leadership for
maoking artifacte accessible via a
Web site and encouraged them to
documcm Tare aspects of the Lincoln
ol 3

crenting a strategic plan for the

department. A historian nnd writer,

Andenon spent 33 years in higher
1S,

like the DIA and Detroit
Orchestra, but local arta centers;
symphonies and muscums,
“A magjor role is for us to serve
as a champion for museums,
librarics and arts organiza-
S, tions,” snid Anderson. “To be
effective as a department, I
need to build relationships
or strengthen them. I don't
think you cnn do that by sit~
ting in an officc in Lansing.”
Promoting cultural
tourism is one of the prima-
ry objectives of the depart-
ment, snid Anderson,
“If we're going to become n
leader in arts and culture, we

at Carl College in
Galesburg, ML and West Shore Com-
munity College located between Lud-
ington and Manistec. He also served
on the Knox-Galesburg Symphony
board and was leading a Sculpture in
the Park project before he left Luding-
ton for Lansing last August,
Anderson urged all of the organi-
zations to bo more enterprising and
more entreprencurial while applaud.
ing them for their angoing efforts on
behalf of the arts, including the Ply-
mouth Community Arts Council’s
Cultural Diversity Series and the
Birmingham Bloomficld Art Center’s
annual Michigan Fmo Arts Compch-

space he designed ns part of the house Center bombarded And ith toric Porks. But most importantly he an attraction. We need to str h d in February.
some 60-years ago, we'd marvel over q:?s ﬁ :n::‘bo‘::;. :ncm\l'lln‘:,vr?:n:clml informed them, funding for MCACA, our product and make it an expcnmm B Am:lemon teurgq tlmrBurmkl:lg,hn;:;
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over the years. h°{;‘g ¢ way, “"] cxdp "‘;‘t" 0 would rémain nt nearly the same  Arts supporter Tama, state Reps. John Stewart (R-
. cach the n;_lssmn of the department oy Anderson belioves his expericnce  Plymouth) and Pam Godchaux (R-
Art and architecture governing five And waa happy to report and love for the arts will guide him in  Birmingham), and board by

Carl Muma, Lee Evelev and Dr.
Myron LaBan.

*“Two weeks ago I spent time with
the leadership of the DSO,” Ander-
son said. “There's ulwnyn a higher
barre to aspire to.”

Dan Alpert and Steven Antonjotti
pian to do just that by expanding
their arta and cultural programming
at Dotroit Public TV,

“We have n proposal with Green-
field Village and Henry Ford Muse-
um to tell people the stories behind
objects in the collection,” said Alpert,
chief operating officer and station
manager of WTVS Channel 586.
“Antiques Rondshow is the most
popular program and we thought
we'd like to run it after the Road-

tion. He 3 the Pl
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‘What: Festival foaturing art exhibit,
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By LINDA ANN CHOMIN
and BTarT W

When Mulvm Rookus decided to expand the
music serica at Nardin Park United Methodist
Church, ho never imagined it would turn into a
weekend arts featival, Jnzz, painti
choral music, art seminars for young and old
alike — Lot Your Spirit Soar offers all that

Experience the arts at Nardin Park

Rookus taught choral music in Waterford
Schools for 34 years and has served os director
of music at Nardin Park for 26 yoars.

*This year we've invited 22 artists to display
their wurk in the fellowship hall on panels and
in booths, Some of the artists have work in the

men's

of the church, Thia is the

high point of the year. We encourago artists to
be there with thelr work so people can have a

Folksy characters: Kathy Phillips is
exhibiting in the "Let Your Spirit Soar”

more at its third annunl event Friday-Sunday,
April 1921 in Farmington Hills.

“We started the music acrica in 1987 and
have seven major concerts from Septemboer
through June but we falt we needed to includo
the other nrts,” said Rookus, minister of musie,

itor 734, 953 2054

firat hand upprucmtkm of lho arts. It's a mar-
velous experience for peoplo.
Wesloy Berry Flowers of ‘West Bloomficld is

= MSU Men’s Gleo Clnb concert 7.30 pom. Snmrdny
@ Jive at Five jnzz concort 2:30 p.m. Sunday.
Admission: No charge except for concem tleknh &7 :

festival. Pictured is the West Bloom-
each or $10 for both pcrformnnou

field artist’s watercolor painting of a
day at the muscum.

sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
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