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COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to opon Apat 12

HUMAN NATURE

From the mokers of Being John
Malkovich, this stonMollows tho ups and
downs of an obsessive scientist, 8
femalo naturallst, and the man they dis-
cover, born and ralsed in the wild. As sck-
entist Nathon tratns the wild man in tho
ways of the world — stosting with table
manners — Nathon's lover, Lila, fights
10 preserve tho man’s simian past, which
represents o freedom cavinblo to mast,
In the power struggie thot ensucs, on
unusual love tlangle emerges oxposing
1he perversities of the human heart ond
1he idiosyncrasies of tha civillzed mind.
The film is 0 comical oxaminotion of the
trappings of desire In 8 would where both
nature and cufture ara (dealized. Feo-
tured players include Tim Robbins, Rhys
Itans, Patricio Asquotte, Rosie Perez, and
Miranda Otte. Miche) Gondry directed
the comedy. (Fine Line) Rated R

THE OTHER S1DE OF HEAVEN

This somantic coming of oge story Is
based on the memoirs of John H.
Groberg, who served 0s o missionary In
the remote Tongan Islands in the 1950s.
Having been raised in the farming com-

munity of idaho Falls, he hod barely oven
seen the ocoan, lat dlone crossed It ot
tha time of his assignment. This films fol-
lows John Groberg's adventure-filled Jour-
noy from boy to man a8 ho Btrives to ful-
1ill the expectations of the Polynesians
o hos been called to toach, More often
than not, the teacher becomos the slu-
dont a3 wo are paignantly reminded that
finding oneself ¢an be tha longost jour-
noy of all. Fentured playors Include Jean
Sabin, Fekl, Lovanla, Directed by Mitch
Davis. {Cailan and Co.) This film has not
yot been cated.

THE SWEETEST THING

In what has been described as o bawdy
comedy, a soxy clubhopper {Cameron
Diaz) finds thot she must ecucate hesself
on the carrect otlquetto {soxiquetta?) of
woalng @ man when sha finalty meets hor
Mr. Right (Thomas Jane) and hos na Idea
what to do about it. Chidsting Applegato
plays Dioz's best friend and fellow hoart:
breaker., Parker Posey plays M. Right's
fiance. (Columbia Pictures) Rated R

Local filmmakers shine on Indy scene *

BY STACY JENKINS
STASY WRITER

Whether it’s just a hobby or n
lifolong carcer, local filmmakers
are spanning the spectrum as
they unveil their recontly com-
pleted independent films.

West Bloomfield's Robert Dyke
and his wife Mary Petryshyn
have finished their full-length
feature film entitled Second
Chance, a science fiction drama
re-crenting history, had President
John F. Kennedy not been assns-
sinated Nov, 22,1863 in Dallas.

A surrenl time traveler guides
viewers on a hop-scoteh journoy
back and forth in time, stemming
from the fictitious turn of events
at Dealey Plaza, Portions of the
film were shot in Dallas, while
most scenes were filmed in West
Bloomfield, Orchard Lake and
Detroit’s New Center Area.

Dyke and Potryshyn will host
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two private screenings for the
crew, investors and more than
200 cast members on Saturday,
April 13 at the Penn Theatre in
downtown Plymouth,

Dyke said the event is a “thank-
you” to all of the people who
worked on tho project over the
past couple of yenrs,

“It was a long journey, with a
lot of highs and lows. Fortunately,
it was more higha than lows,” snid

Dyke.

The film, before it was com-
pletely finished, won first place
awards at the Deep Ellum Film
Festival in Dallaa jn 2000 and the
East Lensing Film Festival in
2001.

It was originnlly entitled
Nobody Knows.

Second Chance was written and
produced for video, not the big
screen, Dyko and Petryshyn have
enlisted a producer's representa-
tive to market the film to Ameri-
can and foreign outlets, Thoy
hope to distribute the film to
cable isil ics, pre-

Just a hobby

For northern Onkland County
residents Noel Thompson and
Dan Deliberti, filmmaking is a
fun, creative outlet for their inter-
esta and talents.

The hers-in-law collaborat-

Kennedy era:
Robert Dyke,
and Mary
Petryshyn
(lcft) of West -~
Bloomfield re- '
create history,
showing what
might have
happened if
President
John F. s
Kennedy had-
n't been assas- - >
sinated, in o
their film,
Second
Chance.

Independent intrigue
It seems more and more people '
are delving into the art of making
films. .
It's the process that appeals to - -
Dyke.
From the first words - -

ed on a short film entitled Truth
and recently hosted a premicr
screening at tho Birmingham
Theater. The 20-minute sclence
fiction film ia centered around a
group of scientists who develop a
microprocessor, the size of an
atom, by breaking down DNA.

The breakthrough technology is
atolen by a group of hackers, who
injoct the microprocessor into
themaselves to become superhu-
man, Their goal is to inject the
population and take control of the
world.

Thompson, of Oxford, and
Deliberti, of Lake Qrion, shot the
film using a digital video camera.
The 25-member cast and about 10
crew members are all fricnds who
backed Thompson’s idea, said
Kim Th Noel's wife.

mier and standard cable stations,
video rental businesses and rotail
chains that sell videos and DVDs.
“Very, very few truly indepen-
dent films reach a theatrical
relense,” said Dyke, noting the
astronomical costs of doing 'so.
“We think this is the way to go.”
Dyke, who grew up in Dear-
born, has been writing screen-
plays more than 20 years and has
sold scripts to Universal Pictures
and Shapiro Glickenshaus Enter-
tainment. The couple have writ-
ten and produced hundreds of
television commercials.
Petryshyn, an lished pro-

“Noel has always been the lead-
er,” she said. “When he has an
iden, everyone elso follows along.”

She ployed along, too, acting as
one of the main characters, Brian-
na Stealth.

“I had never acted before,” she
said, “The clogest 1 had come to
acting was at a murder mystery
party.” .

Thompson wrote the script,
directed, edited and produced the
film, while Deliberti co-produced
and coordinated the sound for the
film, The project was in the works
for more than a year.

Basically, it is a hobby,” snid

ducer, specinlizes in apecial
effects and her work has
appenred in several major motion
pictures.

Kim Thompson. “It was a ton of
fun”

Their next project will likely be
a shorter, 3- or 4-minute film.

Nardin Park from page B1

of a screenplay on paper to seeing - - -
those thoughts come to life on the
sereen, making films is a creative *
journey that takes Dyke full cir- "
clo. Noting the solitude of writing, " "
to the mass collaboration of pro- """
ducing - only to return, alone, to ' '
view and critique the outcome is "
an amazing experience, said
Dyke.
“I love the process of production
and the process of storytelling, it
a wonderful art form,” he said, -
“It’s just a fascinating process.
That's what originally drew me to
filmmaking.” .
The down aide is that the end ¢
result is seldom preciscly whathe
had in mind on paper. B
“It can be really frustrating, but |
really rewarding on different lov- |

els,” he said. “Very rarely do you
see it materialize oxactly how you
imegined it. That's what keeps
you going. That's the mark of cre-
ative people, One's gonls should
exceed one’s grasp. You're nover
quite there.” :

Dyke said he docan’t believe
independent films appeal to audi-
ences for any particular reason. .
Whether it's a film made on a
$200,000 budget or a $10 million
budget, Dyke said audiences like
what they like.

“People enjoy watching good
movies,” he said. “All they want is
to be entertained for two hours, or
maybe to be provoked intellectu-
ally. They’re attracted to what
they’ve heard isn't o waste of
time.”

brightening up the church with
30 floral arrangements, an art in
itself, just in time for the arrival
of the artists for a reception on
Friday evening. Children take
the spotlight all day Saturday.
Tom Woodruff’s art seminar
engnges students of all ages in
drawing and writing projects
that explore the history and nat-
ural resources of the Great
Lakes. The Lonigan Elementary
School Choir provides 46-min-
utes of joyful music next at 11
a.m.; then it's time for lunch,
Proceeds will help the youth
choir pay for a spring tour in
northern Michigan.

Aler lunch, the Eagle Elemen-
tary School Choir entertains. On
Sunday, potter Gary Wilson
talks about Christian art. An art
professor at Manroe Community
College, Wilson has displayed
his religious theme vessels at
The At Studio/Gallery in Gar-
den City.

“Saturday evening we're
thrilled to have the Michigan
State University Men's Glee
Club, and on Sunday the Jive at
Five jnzz ensemble from Western
Michigan. They're a 7-picce
swing band. One of our gouls on
this weekend is to bring now
musical groups to the communi-
ty but we also have student con-
certs. We started the programs
as an opportunity for Farming-
ton Schools. Each year we fea-
ture different schools.”

Nardin Park's community spir-
it is what Rookus counts on
every year to mnke the weckend
a suecess. One hundred church
volunteers help artists set up,
tear down and in between lead
tours of the church’a permanent

llection of art which includes n
relief by Redford sculptor Sergio
Do Giusti and vessels by Gary
Wilson.

“We're still looking for volun-
teers,” anid Brenda Bjorklund
who is finalizing the details after
former chairperson Marsha
Miller spent the Inst 10 months
or izing the art exhibiti
*The festival is really apecinl
because it touches on art, music
and literature. There's a varioty

o

All that Jazz: Jive at Five performs as part of an arts :

weekend at Nardin Park United Methodist Church in

Farmington Hills.
of exhibiting artists, medi “I'm inspired by the .
and styles, My people aro stylized but the .

West Bloomficld watercolorist
Kathy Phillips brings the lateat
works {rom her Leisure Time
aeries. Downhill skiing, ice fish.
ing, golfing, streot scencs, a day
ot the museum — Phillips cap-
tures them all, usually with a
eense of humor.

“I call the museum ond applo
orchard people my character
picces. The little old lady char-
acter at tho musoum is me 20
yonrs from now,” snid Phillips
who's beon painting 27 years
and showing at such festivals as
Art on the Green in Franklin,
Arta, Benta & Eats, Pontinc, and
the Ann Arbor Summer Art Fair
for 15 yenrs.

background is renlistic. Peoplo.™:
really like it,” it

Looking for watercolor florala
landscapes? Susanne -

tulips in what she refors to as .-
her Georgia O'Keefle style. The'™.
Waterford resident began paint-
ing 25 yenrs. -

Sinco 1997 she'a worked as a -
designor at Ash Showroom in—<
Bloomfield Hills, ot

*The style ia very renlistic,” .2
said Lawrence who exhibits in 27
14 shows a year including Art 2
Under the Sun in Northville, -
“Most people think they're -
acrylic or oil because thoy're so -
vibrant.” -




