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Don’t risk it, take action to prevent heartworm .

consider heartworm preven-

tion to bo the most important
thing we do at my clinic.

Sure, lots of what we see can
be pretty bad, A dog who bit
into the spinning blade of a
power saw. A cat trapped in the
engine when the owner startod
the car. A dog growing a tumor
so big it looks more like o
tumor growing a dog.

Although dramatic, these are
the rare moments when
medicine looks a8 exciting as
on E.R., with everyone running
around and using cool medical
words like “stat,” or “intubnte.”
The greater risk to your pet
comes quictly evory day, and
that stealth danger makes
henstworm a terrible problem.

Mosquitees carry heart-
worms by drinking from an
infected dog, picking up a lar-
vae, then carrying it to an
uninfected dog. The larva go
through changes in dogs and
mosquitces, reaching a
spaghetti-like adulthoaod in the
heart of an infected pooch.

At my clinic, we sce about 3-

BATHTUBS 37

g (734) &
KB Ve o Scecunss

CERAMIC TILE
Repair * Remodel ® Reglaze
Tho Nation's Okdest And Largest Roglazing Campany

isit Our Showroom OF O Bree Bchurs
UNIQUE REFINISHERS
59-9900 {8t

0 Reowe, Remoal § Entalat

4 times tho
state average
of heartworm
every year
Sometimes
the affected
i dogs have
! never been on
preventivo.
% Other times
the owners
tried to save n
fi few dollars
and

dosed
dog part of the
pravious year,
An elderly gentleman once

About
Animals
R

DR, BRAD
DAVIS

explaimed to me that his dog .

did not need heartworm pre-
ventive. He kept his Chi-
hunhua inside, away {rom
insects, and thus he knew his
dog was safe from heartworm.
His dog wos being treated. for a
bee sting.

Whaother they were on pre-
ventive part of the year or not
at all, I find few thinga less fun
than calling someone to tell

that their ingly
healthy pet hae this awful dis-
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€ense.
A heartworm positive dog
can roceive treatment,

although it can be expensive,
and can be risky. Now treat-
ments over the last fow yeara
have lowered the danger sig-
nificantly from the old daya
when trestment basically
involved giving a big enough
arsenic injection to kill the
worms, and hoping it wasn't
enough to kill the dog.

The best news about heart-
worm involves how casily we
can prevent it. A dog correctly
given heartworm proventive
year-round should never evor
get heartworm, Period.

So as bad as the discase
sounds {thin white worms fill-
ing part of your dog's heart,
possibly leading to permancnt
damage, even death), you can
make sure it never happens
fairly oasily.

* Vots can prescribe 8 number
of different proventives. Some
ook and tasto Jike beefy cubes
(I'm told...I've never tasted
ona), others are chewnble

Programmable thermostat will save you money -

serews included, mount the new
thermostat on the wall, Connect
the low-voltage wires to the
screw terminals using the man-
ufacturer's instructions ne a

There are many ways to con-
serve energy in your home. One
of the simplest is to inatall a
programmable thermostat.

There are several types of
programmable thermostats
available. A moderately priced
unit will run about $45.

Installation is simple enough
for the beginning do-it-your-
gelfer. First, turn off the power
to the heating and air-condition-

tnbleta, Some are topicals,
placed on the skin. One new
product involvea a vet visit nnd
injection every 6 months, Some
of these also prevent other par-
asites, auch as inteatinal
worms, Talking to your vot
should help you find the pre-
ventive that best auits your pet
and pocketbook.

Get your pet tested

You do have to get your dog's
annual heartworm test before
starting the medication. This
simple blood test looks for the
evidence of ndult worms in the
heart, much like searching for
the worms’ fingerprints in the
blood (I know, they don't have
fingers, but play along with
mo),

A client called a fow woeks
back, wanting to pick up the
heartworm ~ preventive. I
advised thom that their pet
needed o test before I could
dispense the cubes. Thoy
boecame upset with me, and
argued that the test was unim-
portant, They also pointed out
many faults I nover knew I

ing system and remove the old
thermostat cover plate, Then
unscrew and remove the ther.
mostat body. Remove the ther-
mostat base by loosening the
mounting screws and tape the
labeled wires to the wall to keep

had, but I think they were just
being cranky.

The teat lots us know if your
pot has the disense and should
be troated, or lots us know
your pet is negative and we
can start the preventive anfely.
Also, testing in tho manner
your veterinarian recommeanda
enables the guarantees the
prevontive manufacturers
place on their products.

By the way, wo now rocognize
that eats nlso gat heartworm
discase. The worms have some-
how gotten n kitty-cat road
map and can find their way to
the felino heart (and you
thought tho way to n kitty's
heart was through catnip and
a warm lap)). Cats with heart-
worm disoase face a groater
problem than dogs, as there's
no great treatment bosides
open-heart surgery. Yes, you
should ask your vet about got-
ting your cats tested and on
the prevention. -

So, when people ask me
about the need for heartworm
prevention, f om reminded of
tho emergency room doctor

de.
Install the batteries in tho

thermostat body snd then
attach the body to the thermo-
stat base. Turn on the power,
und you are ready to program it

them from falling into the wall
cavity.

Thread the low-voltage wires
through the base for the new

thermosatat and, using the a8 desired.

www.HomeTownlife.com

who won't start his car until
everyone has their scatbelts
on. Ho knows thé importance
of roatbalts from the traumas
he sces in hia emergency room.

1 know tho Importance of
heartworm preévention from
the heartworm positives 1 see
at my clinic.

Take Homo Messnge:
Heartworm digense continues
to be & mujor problem in our
area. Make surg your pots get
tested nnd on preventive every
yeor. No one ever wishes they
hadn't gotten their animal on
preventive, but.too many end
up wishing they had.

Dr. Brad Davis is the Medical
Director for the VCA of Garden
City, 2085 Inkster Road, Gar-
den City, MI 45{35. Feel free to
write him there|lwith questions
and comments. He is also one of
the hosts of the}nationa"y syn-
dicated radiolshow Animal
Talk. Visit the web site at
www.Animaltalkradio.com. You
can send E-majl questions or
commente to |DrBrad@ani-
maltalkradio.com.
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Send items for|Gardening Cal-
endar to "Ga p‘enfng Calen-
dar® Observe,
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, M} 48009, or fax
(248) 644-1314, or e-mall
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MICHIGAN ORCH|D SOCIETY
Meects 2:30| p.m. Sunday,
April 21, nt thp First Baptiat
Church of Birmingham, 300
Willits Road,|Birmingham.
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Put your business On-Line!l,

call

1-800-989-4614
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