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New school should sell rights to nickname

1t's been nearly 11 years.

That's when Eastern Michigan
University dumped its nickname,
using “political correctness” as an

excuso to switch from Hurons to,

Engles. Never mind that the
Native American tribe known ns
the Hurons nlways considered it
an henor. ———

Anyway, 8o N
much for distinc-
tion. Thero aro
45 high achools

«in Michigan that
carry the Eagles'
label; it's the
most common
nickname among
high achools in
the state.

So the EMU
administrators were juat going
with tho flow. Nothing wrong
with being popular, right?

And it did show just how
important it has become to be
politically correct. Leaving such
monumental decisions as a
school's nickname to a vote of the
student body is completely irre-
sponsible. Teenagers cannot be
trusted; everyone knows that,

So now we've reached the meat
of the matter. Plymouth HS,
which opena in the fall, has been
laboring long and hard on what it
would bo called, We've already
got the Salem Rocks, which is
certainly original if difficult to
emulate (sorry, but I could never
imagine a mascot dressed as a
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rock).

The Canton Chiefs are a bit
more mainstream, although they
are scnsitive to the Native' Amer-
ican connotation attached to their
name. I have been told by a reli-
able source that “Chiefs” has

nothing to do with Indians;
rather, it is a referenco to some-
ono in charge, i.e. a chief of
induatry or a person (notice I did-
n't say ‘guy’) in charge.

And that arrowhead on their
logo isn't really an arrowhead at
all. Rather, it'a a pointer, *point.
ing the way.'

Say no to Predators

Perhaps now you can under-
stand the situation facing Ply-
mouth athletic director Terry
Sawchuk, who headed the com-
mittee in charge of choosing a

ick The original sel
seemed okay to most of us — tho
Plymouth Predatars,

But there were quite o few peo-
ple who found it offensive.

I've been in this business
awhile, and to be honest, I never
attnched anything of real signifi-
cance to a school's nickname. I

Indeed, there are 23 othor
schools with the same name,
making Wildcats the fifth-most
popular nickname in our state.

There are no schools known aa
Predators, although, for the sake
of political correctness, it must be
noted that Eaglea, Wildcats,
Bears, Falcons, Crusaders, Pan-
thers, Hawks, Tigors, Vikings,
Spartans, Vandals and a bunch of
the ather school are

As mentioned, this idea is not
without precedent. Heck, tha
MHSAA is auctioning off the
rights to all of its broadcaats and
tournaments; local districts need
to find ways to augmont their
athlotic budgets too, and this is
one of them.

You may find this suggestion
disgusting, but I'm telling you,

it's the wave of the future, Sell
now — get in on the ground floor
of an idea that’s on the cutting
edge of capitalism in a socioty
overwhelmed by the same,

‘And the heck with political cor-
rectness. Want that, then pick a
nickname that's truly heroic, like
Pirefighters. Better yet, do both:
Sce if you can get the MHSAA to

ante up if you push their slogan.
The Plymouth GoodSports. I
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<can guarantee you, no other state "
high school would sharo that ™

nickname.

Risak is the Plymouth-Canton
sports cditor for the Qbscreer. He
can be reached at (734) 953-2108

ar by e-mail at cjrisak@oc. -

homecomm.net.

all predators of some sort.

Docs that make ‘Wildcats' polit-
ically incorrect? Is the change
Jjust a dodge?

1 don't believe it is. But I think
it should be.

A name worth something

Lot me explain. I believe our
schools should embrace the 21at
century. It's time to do away with
these ridiculous names that are,
whe‘n you get right down to it, are

didn't think Washington Red-
skins was meant to be demeaning
ta Native Americans.

Still, I am open-minded, I can
be a sensitive guy. If peoplo find
something wrong, something
politically incorrect, with a nick-
name, I'll listen,

While Prodators sounded all
right to me, I can seo the other
side of the argument. The image
it summons to many is a stalking
crcature — aneaky and subver-
sive, No one wants to be remem-
bered like that.

So Wildcats, the nickname tha
committee arrived at, is more
politically correct. It's also any-
thing but original, Novi HS is
also known as the Wildcats; so is
Oxford. Then there’s Albion,
Alpena, and Albn, and that's just
in the MHSAA's ‘A’ list.

It's time to sell.

Think of it. Corporations buy
naming righta to ball parks and
to bow]l games and to tourna-
ments. Everything associated
with sports is up for sale.

Soccor players in Europe Jook
like billboards, The NASCAR cir-
cuit is a blur of advertisements,
cnrs promoting everything from
auto parts to sexuel nids, a per-
fect camouflage against race
track walls touting the same.

So why not? Sell the rights.
Thero's got to be a local car deal-
eor that would pay to have ‘Dodge’
as a nickname,

Why not? The Plymouth
Dodgers, Or Plymouth Voyagers.
Or the Plymouth Neon,

How about Plymouth Pumas?
Or Quakers (as in Oats)?

BOYS BASEBALL

Saturday, Apeil 13
Harrison et Lakeland, TBA.
Farmingten et Hueon Vatiey, TBA.

Mercy ot Marien, 5:30 p.m.
Friday, April 12
N. Farmington at Mitord, 7 p.m.,
Hasrison at Lakeland, 7 p.m.
Woodhaven at Morcy, 8:30 p.m.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Saturday, Apdl 13
Farmington at AA. Huron, 12:30 p.m.
N, Farmingion at Berkdey, 1 p.m.
BOYS TRACK & FIELD
Thursday, April 11
N, Farmington at Northviile, 3:30 p.m.
Farmington at Churehilt, 3:30 p.m.
Friday, Apdl 12
Hawk Rolays ot Harrison, TBA,
Saturday, Apdl 13
Famington & Horrlson
at Novi Relays, 10:30 a.m.
QIRLS TRACK & FIRD
Thursday, April 21
Harsison at John Glenn, 3:30 p.m.
Northwilie at N, Farmington, 3:30 p.m.

Churchill at Famington, 3:30 p.m.
Saturdey, Apel 13
Farmington & Harmison
at.Nevi Relays, 10:30 s.m.
BOYS TENNIS
Friday, April 12
Lokeland et Harrison, 4 p.m,
Mitford et Farmington, 4 p.m.
QIRLS LACROSSE
Friday, Aprll 12
Huron Vafley st Farmington, 5:30 p.m.
DBOYS LACROSSE
Feiday, April 12
Farmingion at Rochester, 5 p.m.
Saturday, Aprl 13
Famingion et UD-Jesuk, noon.
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GO T0O WORK AT THE PALACE FOR
THESE FINAL REGULAR SEASON HOME GRAMES

SEE NBR OEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR CANDIDATE, BEN WALLACE
AND 6TH MAN OF THE YEAR CANDIDATE. CORLISS WILLIAMSON.

TOMORROW, RPRIL 12 AT 8:00 PM
vs. the San Antonio Spurs

Ben Wallace Youth Jersey giveaway to first 3,000 fans
14 & under courtesy of AD’I‘ Seourity.

DON'T FORGET - IT'S A FAMILY FRIDAY!
4 tickets, 4 hot dogs, and 4 sodas for only $69!

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11 AT 1:30 PM
“vrg. the Milwaukee Bucks

. FAN APPRECIATION NIGHT.....8pecial Giveaways all night longl

Hosted by Red Wings
Associate Coach Barry Smith

D WINGS

on-ice instruction

Red Wings locker

And More...

Baly

per camper

E e

@ “Chaik talk” in the Red Wings locker room
& official camp Jersey
@ 5 x 7 picture in front of favorite

@ Goalies will receive special instruction
from Red Wings Goalle Coach Jim Bedard

August 11-13 and August 14-16

Ages 7-14

r will receive the following:
@ ©One hour and fifteen minutes per day of

Lyresrear

TO REGISTER YOUR CAMPER BY PHONE,

PROGRESSIVE

CALL 313-396-7575
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Get your entry at the
Directors Club each time you visit ‘|
Sunday through Wednesday -
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Weekly Drawings Every Thursday
from April 7th through June 13th
8 p.m. at the Stage Bar

+ Seq Directors Club for Betails. Must
\  Mist be 21 yrars of ape or alder. MGM
1 or cancal this prumetien or sweepstakes ot oy lims,

| Choose Your Prize:

§{ * $500 Instantly or

e Draw from the {
Progressive Jackpot —<S§
Prize Drum for up to

$250,000
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DETROIT CASINDO

oo bet e B you cwn g  lowe you ot

seat Dirrctors Cheb Card sed valid photo LD,
rand Detroit Casioo resecves the "

imu, ber ang reazen with ae prior metice.
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