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State’s standards set a high bar for students

Editor's Note: A portion of the
8 story was
omitted from the Sundoy Observ-
er, For the benefit of our readers,
the story is being reprinted in its
entirely.

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net

Tam Watkins calls American
public education the true “Statue
of Liberty.”

Michigan's state superinten-
dent of public instruction says it
is public schools that represent
the frcedom und shelter of
Emma Lozarus' famous inserip-
tion on the statue: “Give mo your
tired, your poor, your huddled
masses yearning to be free.”

Watkins said he wants to chal-
lenge people to support public
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cducation and not to bash it.

“That has got to stop. It dehu-

manizes,” he snid.

Public education has been erit-

icized for not providing a vigor-
ous curriculum, for not having
enough discipline in the class-

rooms and for not invelving par-

ents in decisions critical to their
children's future.

Whatkins, who was appointed
state suporintendent by the
state Board of Education in
Februnry 2001, has been speak-
ing across the state and writing
newspaper columns defending
the quality of public edueation.

The Mlclugnn Constitution
places supervision of public edu-
cation in the hands of the ecight-
member state Bonrd of Eduen-
tion.But school curricula are not
mandated by the state board.
Instead the Department of Edu-
cation crentes standards for each
subject aren to assist school dis-

cipline. The standards sot out
what is expected of nnch student
and also ks, You
can view the stato standards at
the Dopartment of Education’s
Web sito at edp.mde.state.mi,us
/MCF/ContentStandards. The
most recent atandards wero sot
in the carly 1890s.
“We are in tho midst of begin-
. ning the process again,” Watkins
snid. “We are creating a curricu-
lum for the 21st contury and not
the 20th century and to make
sure that our standards are not o
mile wido and an inch decp.”
The state is able to test-its
standards ogainst those in other
states through Achieve, o nation-
al organization which offera a
comparison of atato standards on
ita web site at achieve.org.
Watkins said the standards
leave flexibility for the local dis-
tricta,
“Some on the local level would
say a lot is driven by the state
because of the tests and develop-

tricts in creating their curricu-

d

um.

The state also tests
at different clnss levels through
the "Michigan Educational
Asseasment Program, which was
originally designed to evaluate
how well achool districts were
meeting stnte standards. The
tests arc ndministered by the
stnte Treasury Department.

Setting standards

“If you align your curriculum
with the standards, you will do
well, taking into censideration
other foctors,” said Watkins.

He said most school districts
have aligned their programs
with the state standnrds and the
state does provide assistance
through intermedinte school dis-
tricts, such ns RESA in Wayne
County.

The standards are set by a
group of educators from cach dis-
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ment standards,” Watkins snid.
“The state says at the end of the
day we expect you to be in Cali-
fomm how you get there is up to
you,”

MEAP controversy

The role of the MEAP tests in
establishing local standards has
been controversial.

Richard Witkowski, superin-
tendent of Garden City Schools,
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Defending public education: Tom Watkins, state super-
intendent for public instruction, spoke at @ meeting on

snid thnt sometimes the tests
run ahead of the standards.

“In terms of the MEAP test,
social studies is very difficult,”
he said. “The standards should
be dove]oped first and then the
teat.”

Witkowski said that some-
times the state sots standnrds
and the school districts don't

school financing at Canton’s Summit recently

have timo to develop their curs
riculum based on the standards
before the tests.

Verna Anible, executive diree-
tor for educational services for
the Plymouth-Canton School
Diatrict, said that tho trend in
state and national standords is
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Temple Israel Sisterhcod Presents

ART FAIR 2002

Sunday and Monday, April 21 and 22
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at TEMPLE ISRAEL
5725 Walnut Lake Rd, Wost Bloomfield 248-661-5700

af

1/2 price
Every Saturday
9:00 am- 3:00 pm

“Come un ln this Saturday and take a
onquet homel"
“Does nnl Indude any special orders!

Flowers From Joe’s by Carolynn
33018 W. 7 Mile » Livonia, M1 48152

248.477.8616

. OUTSTANDING WORKS OF MANY FINE ARTISANS,
Choice selections of boutique items, Trifles & Treasures

Lunch‘avullabla at our Temple Avenue Café

Patron Preview on Saturday evening, Apri 20 from 8 p.m. o 10:30 p.m.
" Become o Putron by purchasing 12 pre-sdle ticke!s for $30
{Additional Patron Guests at $10 per person)
Door Prize: One night get-away for two at the Riiz Cartion
Drawing ot 10:15 p.m.  You must be present fo win!

$3.00 Admission at the door Visa & Mastercard accepted
: $1.00 off admission with this ad on Sunday & Mondnv
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If My
Money
Runs Out
Before 1

Call
D 0 7 What Long Term Care Insurance Expert,
H Mark Kirby
Certified Senior Advi
appens "

(734) 462-4960

Next?

Plan Now For Long
Term Care Insurance.

We bring good things to life.

Prducts usderritten by General Electric Capital Assuravice Company, ond
in New York, by GE Capital Life Assurarice Compuny. I'olicy Sertes 7035.
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YOUR (Zl-l()l(:li...l’lu«;h or Cushion Firm

CLOSE-OUT PRICED!.
All Models O Salel!!

"FINAL DAYS!

* Financing Available Up to 12 Months No Interest!*
o FREE Delivery, Set-Up & Removal of Old Bedding
o FREE Bed Frame with Putchase of Stearns & Foster® Mattress Set
» We Are Your Factory Trained Specialists

Full Service Auto Repair
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o Brake Service
© Tune-Ups
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LUBE, OiL & FILTER
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fine furniture

240 N. Main Screct * PLYMOUTH e (734) 459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri, 10-9 * Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 ® Sun.'1-5
*Minimum Pnymcnts Apply With Crcdu Approvnl ¢ Sale Ends 4-15-02

www.walkerbiizenberg.com

i $I°00
Iz
I

-w-::..nmlnx.l
Soed gt

i 51499

S el B Lo e e
[e g d ey b
igrw 411453 im o w | d e I A A

1-800-60-MIDAS www.m[dus.(om or Consult your yellow pages for the shap nearest you.
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