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BY NORMA AND WENDY
BSCHONWETTER .

remote islands, untouched by pol-
lution, where preserving the native
fmmn nml flora is a pnmnry con-

Two work

i Where can you find
impenotrablo forests, and the high-
st capital city in the world? Give
up? Ecundor. Jt's home to the
Galapagos Islands, the rain forest,
4nd Quito —~ ~which is perched atop
anactive volcano that towers near-
1y:10,000 feet above sea level. Wo
g\mmntco you' "1l get your moncy’s

together for the conservation of the
islands, The Gnlopagos National
Park works to preserve and protect
the natural resources of the
Islonds nnd the Charles Darwin
Research Station, founded in 1959
under the auspices of UNESCO,
wndu:ts and facilitntes research in
the G: Islands,

worth out this
threesome.

Charles Darwin put the Galapa-
gob Islands on the map when he
brought back his observations of
animal adaptations from this

Abonrd the Golapagos Explorer
11, owned by Canodros S.A. of
Ecuador, stellar service and
ambiance mix amazingly well with
shorts, sandy toes, and sunscreen.
This 100 ecotourism

finusual place, He saw
happily swimming in the salty
Pacific Ocenn, penguins thriving
far (rom home, and unconcerned
cormorants airing their tiny, use-
oas wings. Imagine animals so
ynafraid of predators that nesting
birds and mothers of newborn
geals don't flinch when humans
uppranch plants and animals
thriving in the absence of fresh
water, finchea with a multiplicity
oftbeak shapes, each adapted to
feeding on specific planta or seeds
to eliminate competition. His
gxplanutmn of theas sights became
the reasoning for his theory of evo-
lution,

Fantasy adventure

. Darwin saw all of this {and
‘more) hundreds of years -ago, and
not much hos changed. This is a
fantasy adventure to exotic and

cruise ship offers nothing but
beautiful, large, outaide rooms,
with all the frills, including 110-

alapagos Island tour an

are very accommodating, and if
walking is deemed too rugged, you
can tour the exterior of the island
by Zodiac. While aur counterparts
grunted their woy to the top of an
inland in eearch of an clusive owl,
we saw schools of graceful
stingrays, pulfer fish and herons in
shallow, acrene logoons, and dol-
phins, humpbacks, penguins, and
mating sea turtles in open water
all from the comfort of our dinghy.
Thero are also plentiful opportuni-
ties to anorkel, sunbathe or learn
more about the islands in the
library aboard ship.
Highlight

Bartholomew Island was the
highlight of our trip, Take the hike
for breathtaking views, and don't
miss keling here. Ench island

volt electricity, Thoy are so consci-
entious about protecting the envi-
ronment, they even supply you
with an excellent biodegradable
noap and shampoo. And here's a
secret — the lowest deck has the
largest rooms, with walk-in closeta
and sitting rooms. Even better, it's
the smoothest sailing and has
udJnmmg rooms ~ at the lowest
price on the ship.

Thie ia not a party cruise, it is
ccotourism at its finest, an educa-
tional sightseeing trip, and the
clientele reflects that difference.
That doean’t mean it's not fun.

You don't need to be an athlete
for thia trip. Seniors and those
with injuries joined ranks with the
jogging set on the islands, Guides

has its own plontiful treasure-
trove of exotic animals based on
the specific food and shelter avail-
able. Exotic wildlife abounds, from
clownish boobies (blue-footed, red-
footed and masked), mammoth
albatross, and thieving frigate
birds, to playful fur scals and sca
lions,

Despito their equatorial location,
it is remarkably comfortable year-
round in the Galapagos Islands
due to the Humboldt Current,
which travels north from the
Antaretic. Temperntures range
between nearly 80° F to the mid-
60s. The best time to visit is
December through April, but
whenever you come there will be
twelve hours of daylight to bright-
en your mod,

Iocnlerluﬁloﬂ miles nlﬂhn conat of
go consists of thirteen 1nruc
islands, six smaller islands, and
over forty islets. Tho {slanda,
many resembling craggy moon.
scapes and scraggy flora, are the
result of volcanic eruptions three-
to five- million years ago, and arc
in onc of the most active volcanic
regions of the world. Four of the
islands are now inhabited, with a
total of 16,000 people, nlang with
the domestic animals they
brought.

The only direct flights to Quito
take 4 hours from Miami and are
affered by American Airlines. It is
the most economical and comfort-
nble, with wider scats and more
leg room. Other airlines servicing
Qulm are LanChile and Continen-

awesome adventure

use it as o departure point for the
Galapngos and Canodros' other
gem, Kapawi Ecolodge and
Reserve in the Amazon Rain foreat.
cuador, and its nearly two-mile-
high capital Quito, is full of pleas-
. ant surprises. Ecuador is on East-
e Standard Time, the U.S. dollar
is the national currency, and the
electric power (and plugs) are the
same ag in the U.S, Drivers are
very courteous {o each other and
pedeatrians and taxis are cheap.
The southern part of the city, the
Old City, has the largest Spanish
Colonial district in the Americas,
and in 1978 it became the firat
UNESCO nite designnted as a
World Heritage City in order to
preserve its colonial structurcs.
The northern part of the city is
very modern with skyscrapers,
condos, hotels and the sirport,

A short drive from Quito is the
Equatorial Monument considered
"The Middle of the World" by
Ecuadoriana, It's fun to watch vis-
itors mug for the camera while
straddling “the line” (painted yel-
low) that puts one foot in each
hemisphere.

A visit to Quito is incomplete
without a lour to Otavolo, a large
open-air mnrket 'l‘lus dny tnp

Sun bath: Adult marine iguana warms Iumself on sunny uolcamc rocks

to shop for fine leather goods, and
then stop ot scenic Cuichachn
Crater Lake for lunch,

This is a great way to relax
before being transported back in
time in the Amazonian Rain forest
of Ecuador.

Norma and her daughter Wendy
Schonuetter enjoy globe trat!ml,'
together. Norma is a Far

resident. Tell us about your travels,
Send stories and photos for consid-
cration on our Travel page to Keely
Kaleski Wygonik, Asaistant Manag-
ing Editor of Featurcs, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48160. E-
mail information a8 a text file, or
copy and paste into e-mail to
net.

e

If you go
slons to other parts of Ecuador.

Here are some tour

Crulsa: Offerings are typlcally 3, 4 and 7 days, some with exten-

crulse, 3 nights In the raln forest, with a few days In Qui(a.

A great comblnation Is a 4 night

that offer

W Canodros - www.canodros.com or {888) 368-9929

trips:

Wi Travel - www. l.com or {800) 368-
2794

L] A Travel — www. 1.com or (800) 955-
1925

W Collette Tours — www.colettevacatlons.com or {888} 260-9365

W Go Ahend - Www com or (800)
4387672

Vislting Otavolo: Although Saturdays are hyped as the best cay to
vislt Otavolo, it Is also the most crowded. Go during the week when
there are few tourists and great bargains.

‘What to eat, drink: Try some of the Ecuadorlan speclalties, like
guanabana (s refreshing creamy fruit drink), potato cheese soup,
empanadas, fritada (lean pork cubes), passlon fruit desserts, and
plantain. Sample "Splrit of Ecuador®, a potently deficious fruit liqueur
available at supermarkets for $3.95/ 750 mi bottls.

takes onak

ride through the past
voleanoes {twelve or more), lakes,
and miles of greenhouses, where
flowers and roses are grown for
export. Contintie on to Cotacachi

For the blvds. Blue-footed booblcs can be spotled in
high-up rocky outcroppings

Meadow Brook

\b Theatre

DAKLAND UNIVERSHY S PROTESSIONAL THEAIRE COMPARY

Godspell

The Classic Rock Musical!

APR 24 - MAY 19

Music and now lyrics by Stephen Schwartz
Book by John-Michael Tebelak

High enetgy rack ‘n roll makes Godspell

3 plugged-In clrcus-romp retelling of the
Gospel According to St. Matthew. Great -
songs like “Day by Day” are Just part of
this exuberant, Ufe-affirming celebmtion’s
high splrits. The New York Times

cheered “Godspell stlll has the giddy
rapture that made It a kht”

AT RATING SUTTABLC (OR DLDE CHILORLK.

Tickets start at Just $17!
MBT 60X OFFICE:

(248) 377-3300

GROUP DISCOUNTS: (248) 370-3316
www.mbtheatre.com
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- Win Tickets to See MBT’s —_

See 's OKE classified ads ~ Section. 751, Musical instruments -
for the nnlng answer! Send postcard with me OOTAC aNSwer, your
to: GODSPELL CO Meadow

name, S & ime NTEST,
Brook Thumm. Oakland Unlvpmlty. Rod‘remr. Ml 48309 five winners
'will be randomly selected from entries with correct an: recaived

byWQdmsduy, ay 8th. -

. Make time to see Quito, then

Crazy Al's Password

Play Crazy Al's Password every

Monday between 8:00 a.m. - 9:00
a.m. on WPON 1460 am. Be the
correct caller with the password
and win a great prize.

Listen to Crazy Al's Radio Party
WPON 1460 AM

Mon.-Fri, 6:00 A.M. - 9:00 AM.
& 2:00 P.M. - 4:00 PM.

Call 248-332-1460
“Password":
Reel to Reel

Al's Radio Pa

Truly the gmﬂi rock and roll ahow you've ever heard!
N TO RARE ROCK AND HDLL ON

WPON Radlo Oldies 1460 AM

Qldies You Just Don't Hoar Any Place Elso!
Crazy Al'a Radio Party Mon.-Frl.8-8 a.m., aftorncons 2-4 p.m.

LISTEN ON THE WEB www.wpon.com

Lisasniy

ART CAMP 2002

Have an artistic summer
ART CAMP 1: June 11-u
ART CAMP 2: Juty 8-19

_ REGISTRATION - Walk in only
Members - Apill 22 & 23 9AM - 7PM
. Guests - April 24 9AM - 7PM

ART CAMP 1S AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CHILOREN TO COMBINE i
\TIVITY AND FUN, TO DEVEI.OP TALENTS
AND EXPLORE D€W INDER THE GUIDANCE OF A
PROFESBIONAL 3T/ ARE GROUPED BY
MLE\ELNDWLLEWOYAVARIEW OF AGE
APPROPRIATE BASED ACTIVITIES.
Befors and afler cars svaiiable. '
WWW.BBARTCENTER.ORG

51“)6“ -0866
88 QUIH CRANBROOK ROAD |
BRMINGHAM, M 43000
MOOMMELD
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CHEC KIN(: f\((()UNI !

Convenience You

Can Count On!

% Tiered interest rates.

* Free OnLine banking.

% Free first order of custom checks.

% Unlimited check writing.
% Free ATM/Check card.

Open A New Classic Checking
Account & Receive An Additional

Unul September 30, 2002!

FLAGSTM

BANIK

Convenicnt Sit-Down Banking At All Locations!

Call For Hours And A Banking Center
Near You:

800-642-0039

MEMBER FDIC Cwww.fiagstar.com ﬁ

Annual Percentage Yield (Al“/) emulve asof vmm Resukiluu av Offer is
effective !urnllmlkd time MI!’ {gﬂ hange without { on new
moncy m.?’ 73% APY available at $25,000. uo minimum deposit to
open. Maintaia a monthty balance of $500 or more and avol the $3.00 monthl;

u-n-ke foe. Interent {1 cal hl:d daity -M"pdd tothe mm monthty. This

not valld when combined with any other

et is
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