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Decorative medallions give ceilings dressy look

By JAMES AND MORRIS CAREY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

If you regularly read our column you
know that we are third-generation con-
tractors.

You also might recall that we grew up
in a home built by our grandfather at
the turn of the 20th century. Tho home
wns Mediterranean-gtyle construction,
plaster in and out, with spacious rooma
and high ceilings,

Not only were the ceilings high, in
some rooms they were coved at the
perimeter and had decorative cornice or
plcture mold.

Other rooms, such as the living room
and dining room, had intricate plaster
moldings that bordered the ceiling and
ornate ceiling medallions used aa foils
for chandeliers,

Artisans have been affixing plaster
decorations to walls and ceilings for cen-
turics — mostly in imitation of Greek
and Roman bas-relief. In modern times,
the practice peaked in the early 18th
century when Greck Revival architec-

ture reawakened an interest in classical
ornamentation,

Todny, plaster moldings again are
popular — cither to give authenticity to
a reatoration or just ndd intereat to an
otherwise flat wall or ceiling. The
designs offered range from borders to
ceiling medallions.

Although plaster ornamentation still
can be had — during a recent trip to
Europo we witnessed local artisans cre-
ate it on sito — wood and plastic alter-
natives now ean be readily found at
lumber yards, home centera and hard-
ware stores.

We prefer the plastic material
because it is lightweight and easy to
work with, They are constructed of &
foam or urethane core and vinyl-like
finish that takes paint beautifully.
When finished, the plastic medallion
can't be distinguished from the real
thing.

For dressing up a ceiling, decorative
medallions are very popular. We believe
this is becousc they aro reasonsbly
priced, casy to instal] and are so attrac-

tive.
Ceiling medalliona come in various
shapesa and sizes. They are ryund.

Lower tho fixture canopy and careful-
ly disconnect the wires. Use the oppor-
tunity while tl'w fixture l_s down to give

square, oval, ond t I's

it o good el and

lar. You can have a hexagon, octagon or
even a star.

And elthough a decorative ceiling
mednllion is oiten used as a “rosctte” or
foil for a chandelier, it is cqually popular
as a focal point of a room’s ceiling.

In cither case, you will be amazed at
just how easy it is to install one.

‘When installing a ceiling medallion
where a Jight fixture exists, the fixture
must be removed and reinatalled after
the medallion installation is completed.

Begin by turning off the power to the
light fixture at the breaker pane! or fuse
box. Don't rely on the light switch sinco
tho power for light might originate at
the fixture rather than the switch. Wo
learned that lesson the hard way,

With the power off, carefully remove
the light fixture — usunlly held into
place with a couplo of scrows and/or a
nut on & short length of thrended tub-

Place the ceiling mednllion upside
down and cut a hole in the centor, using
a drill or fine-tooth saw. The hole should
be large enough to allow wiring and one
or more threaded bolts to pass through,
yet small enough to be completely cov-
ered by the fixture canopy.

Next, apply a mini of half-

-
paneling nails, countersink the co}\—
struction screws and conceal withrn
potehing compound. |
Apply & bead of caulk at the perine-
ter of the medallion and smooth, usilig
your finger or a damp sponge. =
Once the coulk has dried, the medlg
lion is ready for paint. For best results,
prime the medallion with an cil-bage
primer and finish with one or more
coats of Intex in the color of your choick:.

inch bead of adhesive along the outside
edge on the underside of the ceiling
medallion.

Place the medallion into position on
the ceiling immediately after applying
adhesive. Use four 1-56/8 inch paneling
nails equally spaced on the medallion to
hold it in place while the adhesive scts
up,

Later, countersink the nails using a
nail punch, and conceal the nail heads
with spackle.

Instend of paneling nails, the medal-
lion can be fastened to the ceiling using
construction screws, As you would with

p the job by reinstalling the
light fixture. 4
Reverse the steps used to remove ft.
Due to the added ceiling thickness,
longer screws and/or threaded tubing
might be needed to properly anchor the
light fixture, -
Reconnect the wires using approghid
wire connectors, reinatall the canli,
and turn on the power.
Step back, edmire your work, and
ponder what room you next wajl
enhance with a ceiling medallion. %
For more home improvement tips ahd
information visit our Web site Jit
www.onthehouse.com o

Painting provides

colorful new life

FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

Day-to-day maintenance in that
newer home isn't gender-specific.
Nowhere is it written that leaking
faucets are a “guy thing” or wallpa-

inevitable repairs or emergencies

arise,

mering in exposed deck nails, fil

‘This may be a8 simple as tighten-
ing screws on cabinet doors, ham-

BY CAROL MCGARVEY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

Besides providing an expres-
sive outlet, paint projecta ean
bo downright fun.

You can create gifts, try new
techniques or add bright spots
of pizznzz to your new home on
furniture, glass, woed, found
objects rics.

Flea market finds - from
garagoe or tag sales, attica or
basements, or sccondhand
stores — deserve a now life.
Sometimes it takes just the
right combination of colorful
paint to do that.

Laok for items that are in
good structural shape and
have n use, such as a table or
chair. While it might be a fun
project to paint, it's an even
better find if it's functional, too.

One tip from the pros -
always plan a purpose in mind
for what you buy. Otherwise, it

will end up in your next garage
sale,

Keep an eye out for unusual
picces that would come alive
with paint. But look at them
closely. You don’t want to spend
hours of preparation time get-
ting them ready to paint, It's
casy to bring a display cabinet
to a colorful new incornation
with some bright paint and
whimsical details, Remove any
hardware from tho cabinet
with a screwdriver.

Sand all surfaces of the cabi-
net, and wipe off dust with a
tack cloth.

might take several coats until
the surface is almost covered.
Let dry between coats, Don't
remove tape. Paint largest
areas firat. Paint the main
arcas using at least a 2+inch-
wide flat brush. You can over-
Inp into areas that that will be
painted other colors later.

Use a small flat brush for
painting in colored arcas, Use
grooves, sections and detail
shapes as guidelines for break.
ing up blocks of color. Paint in
largest sections first, overlap-
gding into other arcas a8 need-

Before painting, mask off 'Formnldngﬂﬁnsh-ipes.uso
glass oreas and any area you o fine liner paint brush.
dan't wish to paint. Use wide Make checks with & narrow

masking tape and tape tightly
along edges. Tape newspapers
over lorge areas.

In a well-ventilated work
area, spread newspapers on
the floor: Spray a coat of primer
on the cabinet and let dry. It

flat brush. For dots, dip the
handle of a paintbrush in paint
and apply dots. Let paint dry.

When finished, remove
masking tape and clean the
glasa. Put doors and hardware
back in place.

per is “women's work.”

Nowhere is this truer than
among a fast-growing segment of
homeownership: Single women, As
women find out all too quickly
when something goes wrong at
home, their options are to hire the
work out or do it themselves,

Many opt to roll up their slecves
and dive in.

“We talk to a lot more women
who want to know how to do their
own repairs and projocts around
their house,” says Beth Boyd, a
marketing manager for Lowe's
Home Improvement Warehouse.
“They want the tools, they want the
know-how, and they want a degree
of self-sufliciency.”

The learning curve for how-to
skills is shorter
than you might

ing nail holes in walls with spackle

or oiling squeaky hinges.

As skills and can-do confidence

grow, the d about

Home repairs no longer a guy thiné

driver (with Phillips and flat
heads) M
M Extension cord and work ligit
Hammer .
1- liers, plain and locking typo
® Cordless drill and assorti:d
drill bits .
& Work gloves
B C-clamps in various sizes

ly making repairs or hiring profes-
sionals can be made on a case-by-

case basis,

“Unless it's something that needs
immediate attention, take the time
to sea if it matches your skill-sets

and abilities,” says Boyd.

True emergencies, such s clec-
trical, heating and cooling break-

downs are best left to specinlists.
For most single homeowners,
all starts with basic tools for bas:

tasks, Boyd's short list of equip-

ment for women includes:
W Tape measure

M Cordless rechargeable screw-

The best advice, however, might
be that, when in doubt, ask for
help. .

Boyd says women should chdk
their qualms and misgivings at the
door the moment they walk intga
home-improvement store. She says
that the mindset of storea now is
that there are no questions that are
too bagic.
it There are plenty of store assol
ic ates to nnswer quecstions and hof-
to brochures, books, and instagnt
help available. “There's no embar-
rassment in asking for help,” sf\c
says. X

think, says Boyd.
She advises first-
timers to try thoeir
hand at routine
tasks before

You're invited to see Pine
Creek Ridge, a master-
plenned community of
natural elegance with
access to Brighton Lake
and Lime Lake. Enjoy
boating, swimming,
fishing and nature trails,

GE

YOUR
PRIVATE CORNER
OF THE WORLD
AWAITS YOUR VISIT
IN TROY...

Discover an exclusive community of only

12 private residences

the ultimate in upscale living.

elnd coll

Charfeston Club... an

that represent

of disti

condominium residences that are as spacious as they are clegant. All homes are cor-
ner units with only two units per building. Our trademark of excellence is setting new
standards for residences with rich detail, fine workmanship and unsurpassed quality.
« Distinctive exteriors with private courtyards & security sysiems
+ Convenicnoe designed custom family kitchens
« Spacious interiors with fireplaces and vaulted ceilings
« Drywalled and finished two car attached garage
+ Spacious master bedroom on main floor
+ Luxurious custom designed bathrooms
» Extra decp 8'6” full basements
» Central air conditioning

private

* Condominlums
Detached :
Waterside-from the $330s
Attached
Brookslde-from the $330s
Parkslde~from the $280s
e Custom Homesites
Ravine & Lakefront
Heavlly Wooded
Scenic Views

. Tennls Court

Special Feature

BUILDER’S MODEL ON 2 ACRE LOT!
Professionally decotated and tandscaped 4,000 sq. ft.
custom hiome ceady tar immediate occupancy.

Specalty priced for quick sale at $724.900

Call toskay lor a petsonal tout?

Information Center Open Daily
12-6 p.m. Brokers Welcome!

Follow 196 to Exit 147
(Spencer Road). Follow to
downtown Brighton.

Pine Creek Ridge is one
mile west of downtown.

as well as a community
pool, cabana and tennis
court, You'll have access
to a beautiful, spacious

located in Brighton’s
asard-winning school
district, and minutes from
major freeways, work and
entertainment.

+ Many other outstanding features
* Immediate occupancy available

Residences priced from $374,900

Brokers Welcome
For a private showing

Call (248) 505-5620
Or visit us on Long Lake Rd. West of Livernois
: Model Houn:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 12 noon 1o 600pm
Saturday and Sandzy 12 noan ta $90pm + Closed Thondzy




