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“Isrnel exists on tourism. Any-
time we'va been back it's almost
like a ghost town. A lot of the
artists arc barely keeping their
heads abeve wanter. Many artists
whe used to have their own stu-
dios are now working tegether in
one studio and traveling to the
states to sell their work. We would
like to support them.

“Many have sons and daughters
in the army. In Isracl it's manda-
tory at age 19 for boys and girls to
do a stint in the army before going
to college. Listening to tho news
about all the Israeli soldiers killed
brings it home.”

Temple Israel Art Fair

Carel Cooper is as enthusinstic
about helping Jewish artists as
Lipnik. In addition to 20 artists
from Isroel and many more from
Ethiopis, nearly 40 exhibitors will
show o variety of media at the
Temple Israel Art Fair, a main-
stay in the community for more
than 30-years, Birmingham artist
Andrew Madvin displays large-
scale glass flower lawn sculptures;
Marey and Michael Feldman of
Southfield, jewelry; Barbara Abel
(West Bloomficld), photography,
and Ron Pausner (Birmingham),
relicf sculpture, More than 36 bou-
tiques will also feature merchonts
gelling everything from antique
purses to children's clothing and
jewelry,

“We're all very excited,” said
Cooper, co-chair of tho art fnir. “At
the last minute we added the
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artists from Isracl, two of who will
be at the show. People who make
jewelry arc starving. They've
formed n guild (on-line at
www jewelsoflsracl.co.il) to try to
sell it here to help themaelves. It
gives us on opportunity to help
Isracli artists. That's what is so
exciting this year that touches
everybody? :

Not to be missed are Dr. Nor-
man Weiss' 16-in. by 20-in. photo-
graphs of Ethiopian Jews embroi-
dering biblical storica on pillows.
The West Bloomfield dentist will
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is in the final stages of

jead a tour of the images captur-
ing the desperation of the people
as they awnit transport to Isracl.

The North American Conference
on Ethiopian Jewry developed the
embroidery program as a way for
people, who previously received
welfare payments, to earn monoy
to foed their families. About
40,000 stitches go into creating a
vibrantly colored pitlow. The sale
of each supports an Ethiopian
Jewish family for a month.

“The pillows are so incredibly
beautiful and the story behind it is
a tear jerker,” said Cooper.
“They're 0 part of Jewish people
still continuing to struggle.”

Weiss, who just returned from a
trip to larael, tells a sad story
about those left behind in
Ethiopia.

*This is a sect of Jows who've
fived in Ethiopia since biblical
times,” said Weiss. “There were air
lifts in the mid 19808 and 1990 by
the Israeli government but about
20,000 didn’t get out. A family of
10 willalive in one reom of a dirt-
floored hut, I'm exhibiting my pho-
tos ot synagogues around the
country to get peoplo i i

engagements with Michigan
Opera Theatro.

*“Pm very pleased,” eaid Corra-
di. “The biggest challenge is the

firat act. Tho chorus is on stago'. West Bloomficld resident’s 26th -

for at least 1/2 hour and there
are three separate sections in
the first 1/2 of the first act.
There’s a storm preceding Otol-
lo'a victory over his enomies, It's
very emotional. It looks like
Otelo's bont {5 about to be aver-
comeo and lose the battle, He
wins and the chorus rejoices.
Thoy light a fire and dance, They
all atart drinking and it turns
into a terrible brawl, N

“This house in Dotroit has a
really fantastic chorus, They do
things I could not ask Europcan
choruses. They dance and sing.
They're not just a physical pres-
ence on atage that produces a
volume of sound. They're dra-
matic.” .

Dean Unick admires Corradi
as much as the director does the
chorus, The Farmington Hills
bass plays o hall-blind scaman,
one of the characters joyous
egbout triumphing ovor the
enemy. Unick began singing
with the Michigan Opera The-
atre chorus in 1984, |

“Mario wants more out of us
than most directors,” said Unick.
“‘Ho's very good at presenting his

d in
contributing to NACOEJ (North
American Conference on Ethiopi-
an Jewry). It takes ane person
working 26 to 30 days to completo
one of these pillows and they only
receive $25. It's difficult to feed a
family on so little.”

Have an interesting idea for a
story? Call Observer & Eccentric
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin at
(734) 953-2146 or send e-mail to
lehomin@® oc. homecomm, net

and ar ua for

enthusiasm about ploying differ”
ent characters in tho opers that
ends with the destruction of Dess
demons and Otello, This is the -

production with MOT sinca rotir-.
ing as o Detroit Public Schools
history teacher and counsclor in
1991. Zweig first sang with an
opera company in 1961 at nge:
18, For the last 10 years he's
dirocted the cheir at Shaarey
Zedck in Southficld. .

“It's going to bo an exciting
production,” aaid Zweig. “The
music and movement, we do a lot
of running and falling down ns
the storm rages over the ared
unlike European choruses who

simply stand thero and ging. In .~

Act III I'm one of eight baritono
ambasasadors. I'm looking foz-
ward to seeing audience reaction
and hearing thunderous
applause.” 5
Opera's enchanting qunlity is
what inspired Corradi to becomé
a director. Born in a small towii
without an opera house, Corradi
naever realized the effect it could
have on audiences until scoing
Maria Callae perform at Lp
Scala. She made quite an
.impression on the 17.yoar-old:
Corradi went on to become d
sought-after director with com:
mitments to stage operas
h h 2004,

pl t then he d ds we
finish fleshing out the parts of
the chorua, i
“QOpera is like entertainment,
staged, It's best when each cre-
ates his own character, I'm! still
establishing my character, using
my nervousness and excitement
during the first act. He's a terri-
ble flirt in o barroom drinking
and tries to tickle the girls.'l
Bugene Zweig shares Unick's
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OAKLAND URIVERSITY & PROFESSIONAL THEATRE COMPANY

Godspell
The Classic Rock Musical!
APR 24 - MAY 19

Music and new lyrics by Stephen Schwartz
Book by John-Michacl Tebelak

High energy rock 'n roll makes Godspell
a plugged-in cireus-romp retelling of the

. Gospel According to St. Matthew. Great
songs ke "Day by Day" are Just part of
this exuberant, life-affinning celebration’s
high spirlts, The New York Times
cheeted “Godspell still has the giddy
rapture that made it a hitt”

MAT RATING SUITABLCFOR OLDER CHILDAIN,

Tickets start at Just $17!

MBT BOX OFFICE:

(248) 377-3300
GROUP DISCOUNTS: (248) 370-3316
www.mbtheatre.com

wamner:  TENQIdYNE

See today's O&E classified ads ~ Section 751, Musical Instruments -

for the winning 1{ L]

nome, address & daytime phone to: GODSPELL CONTEST,

Brook Theatre, Oakland University, Rochestar, Ml 48309. five winners

wifl be randomly selected from entrigs with correct answers received
by Wednosday, May 8th.
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wishes to congratulate its 2002 Crystal Rose Awardees:

Mr. Arthur Horwitz - Outstanding Individual

Ford Motor Company - Oufstanding Corporate Partner
Charity Motors = Qutstanding Community Pariner and,
Outstanding Volunteers - Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Pogoda

and Mr. & Mrs, Harold Vamer

‘We also wish to thank our top sponsors:

Dow Automofive amﬁ event Chairs, Mr. & Mrs. Larry Denton

+Ford Motor Company
Charity Motors

Hospice of Michlgan is proud to anncunce that the net amount raised for \
patient care services at the April 13 Crystal Rose Ball was $210,000.

Thanks to everyone who supported this event at the New Detroit Science

Center with their attendance, sponsorships, ad

vertising, and donations.

Mark your calendars. The 18th Annual Crystal Rose Ball will be held on
April 12, 2003 at the beautiful St. Joha's Golf and Conference Center, -

Plymouth. This event will feature a Fine Wine

and Art Auction. For ticket

and sponsorship information, call Sue MacDonell ot (313} 578-5040.

o

“All T remember is being in the
second balcony standing room
beeause it's ail I could afford,”
aaid Corradi. *I did not know
about opera and saw this woman
with a white dress running on
stage like o mad woman, thig
mesmerizing presence.

“After 21 years, I still think
this is the greatest job in the
world,”

DEMF
brings back
beats for

1

It's official, the world's premicer
electronic party plugs in again
next month, . -

The third annual Detroit Elec-
tronic Music Festival will hit
Hart Plaza from noon to mid:
night Sunday-Tuesday, May 26:
28, The freo festival originated
with Planet E guru Carl Craig
and Detroit-based Pop Culture
Media. It now lies in the handd
of a-board of directors chosen by
festival producer — and & Ply:

who owns Pop Culture Media. |
The DEMF's 2000. premief
drew more than n million peopld
to the city's waterfront for a leg:
endary three days of pulsating
beats and visitors from acroda
tha globe, Thia time the stage is
set for legends like George Clin:
ton, those who helped the festl:
val get off the ground like DJ
Bone and of course Godfathera of
techno like Juan Atkins and
Kovin Saunderson. i~

Still going strong, the artist
line up for DEMF 2002 is aa fol:
lows: N

Sundiata, Chad Novek, Elec:
tric Indigo, Heather Heart, Gene
Farris, DJ Zap, Mike Grant;
Steve Rachmad, Dave Angel}
Kevin Snunderson, Juan Atkins;
Shorty, John Colline, Reggie
Curry, T, Linder, Jon Tejada;
Boo Willinma, Cas Roc, Frankio
Knuckles, DJ Shadow, Sarenn
Tylor, X-Ecutioners, Adam X,
Black Eyed Peas, Bryan Zentz,
Blakoe Baxter, Roni Size, Eddiy

-~ Fowlkes, Mike Dearborn, Georgg

Clinton, Art Payne/ Keith Mar.
tin, Gary Martin, Rick Wade,
Paul Johnson, Drexciya, Ethan
Ktine, Derrick Thompson, Kenny
Dope, Bone, Dave Clark, Roy
Davis, Jr., Dennis Cox, Frankig .
Bones, K. Hand, DJ Funk, Reb
Hood, Colin Dale, Dwaynd
Jensen, Steve Tang, Greg Cols
lier, Matt Clark, Melvin Hill}

. Mike Huckaby, DJ Dnngornu%;

Ron Carroll, T-1000 and Traxx. |

Performers with live sets
include: Erotck, Mad Professory
Bill Boaver, DeepChord, Advent,
Chaos, Green Velvet, A Numbgr
of Names, Stowart Walke,
Black Bottom Collective, ani
Scott Grooves with DJ and liv
sets.

For updates, a completo sche
ule nnd information on volunteq
o www.el

oppor , 8O
iemusicfest.com.

By S. A. Caso
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mouth resident — Carol Marvia,
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